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Today’s issue of TD
Travel Daily today has nine 

pages of news, a photo page 
for Addicted to Maldives, plus 
a full page from: 

• Travel Trade Recruitment

OFFERS END 30 NOVEMBER 2019

EUROPE EARLYBIRDS

2 NIGHTS IN VENICE,  
WINE TOUR + MORE FROM

$445*
PER PERSON  
TWIN SHARE

CHINA EASTERN 
CONNECTS YOU 

TO LONDON
SEAMLESS, DAILY 

CONNECTIVITY FROM:
SYDNEY

MELBOURNE
BRISBANE

VIA SHANGHAI TO LHR/LGW

2020 Cherry Blossom & 
Garden Tour 

SAVE $200 per person!

From  
only $8,380pp Air & Land

Twin Share

ALL ABOARD AMAZING

At Rocky Mountaineer, we 
invite guests to the majestic 
Canadian Rocky Mountains. 

Our dedicated and passionate 
team has made us a world 

leader in luxury train travel.

We are seeking a Sales 
Executive based in Sydney 

to join our Asia Pacific Sales 
Team. This exciting role 
will be key in developing 

relationships and driving sales 
in our Australian Market.

Learn more
www.rockymountaineer.com/careers 

WE’RE HIRING: 
SALES EXECUTIVE, AUSTRALIA

Europe 2020 
Selected departures*

Fly Business Class  
for $1,995* per person

L E A R N  M O R E

*T/C’S Apply. APT-1001

VA seeks Velocity synergy
VIRGIN Australia is expecting to 

save $20 million a year through 
its acquisition of the remainder 
of the Velocity Frequent Flyer 
Program, with key benefits of 
the deal including improving 
engagement with the scheme, 
and the “increased use of direct 
channel distribution”.

This morning VA issued a 
prospectus as part of a $150 
million local capital raising, in 
which ASX-listed notes are being 
offered with a five-year term and 
an expected 8% annual return.

The money will be used, along 
with a US$425 million offer in 
the USA (TD 25 Oct) to help fund 
the $700 million buyout of the 
Velocity stake currently held by 
Affinity Equity Partners.

The deal’s documentation notes 
that currently 70% of Velocity 
points are earned with partners 
other than Virgin Australia, with 
the takeover giving VA the ability 
to retain 100% of the cash flows 

and equity upside from the “cash-
generative loyalty program”.

Chairman Elizabeth Bryan 
noted that VA holds 37.7% of 
the Australian domestic aviation 
market, with management having 
a “renewed focus on enhancing 
Virgin Australia’s financial 
performance”.

The prospectus confirms that 
VA’s five largest shareholders - 
Etihad, Singapore Ailrines, HNA 
Group, Nanshan Capital and the 
Virgin Group - collectively hold 
90.9% of the airline’s shares.

The note offer will open on 05 
Nov and close three weeks later.

Any surplus funds from the 
capital raising will be used for 
“general corporate purposes”.

NCL Asia sale
NORWEGIAN Cruise Line 

is offering savings on select 
2019 and 2020 Asia itineraries 
aboard the recently refurbished 
Norwegian Jade.

Prices start at just $699ppts for 
a six-day Singapore-based voyage 
- more info on 1300 255 200.

Papas leaves Lux
MICHELLE Papas has confirmed 

her departure from luxury trade 
show Luxperience after eight 
years working with the event.

Papas last year became Event 
Director (TD 05 Mar 2018), after 
the acquisition of Luxperience by 
Diversified Communications.
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3 nights from  

$785 
per person

Uniquely Yukon

BOOK YOUR NEXT GROUP WITH MH TODAY. YOUR CLIENTS 
CAN EXPERIENCE THE BEST OF MALAYSIAN HOSPITALITY 
AND SEAMLESS CONNECTIVITY TO THE WORLD

Enjoy up to 15% discount on group promotional fares for departures from Australia
for travel 1 January – 30 September 2020.

Sales Period: Now until 12th November 2019.

Plus, the top agent with the highest revenue will win 2 economy class tickets to Malaysia.
And the booking consultant will receive a Pilot Parker Bear for every booking made during 
the sales period.

MALAYSIA AIRLINES

GROUPS OFFER
AUSTRALIA
UP TO 15% DISCOUNT

Fint out more

T&Cs Apply.

Cruise supporting accom
THE Australian accommodation 

sector is a key beneficiary of 
cruising, according to a new 
report on the economic benefits 
of cruise released today.

The annual Economic Impact 
Assessment commissioned 
by Cruise Lines International 
Association (CLIA) and the 
Australian Cruise Association 
(ACA) found that accommodation 
spending by cruise passengers 
amounted to about $450 million, 
or a third of their direct spend.

Cruisers spent almost $274 
million on food and beverage on 
shore, along with $196 million on 
transport, $159 million on retail, 
$133 million on shore excursions 
and $59 million on entertainment.

Cruising was also a key 
contributor to regional dispersal, 
according to ACA CEO Jill Abel, 
who noted that cruise ships had 
visited 47 different ports across 
the country in 2018/19, many 
of which were otherwise very 
difficult for visitors to access.

“The diverse range of ports 
Australia offers around its coast 
is attracting more and more 
cruise lines, while also spreading 
the economic benefit of cruise 
tourism to the furthest corners of 
the continent,” she said.

The report found that a total of 
1,240 cruise ship visits comprised 
a hefty 3.8 million passenger 
and crew “visit days” with direct 
spending by passengers, crew and 
cruise lines totalling $2.5 billiion.

The cruise sector supported 
more than 18,000 full time 

jobs, with the overall economic 
contribution up 6.6% year-on-
year to $5.2 billion.

CLIA Australasia MD Joel Katz 
said cruise passengers now spent 
an average of $387 for each 
day they’re on shore, providing 
benefits for hotels, restaurants, 
tour operators and retailers.

NSW received the greatest share 
of direct expenditure, including 
$1.54 billion in the key gateway 
port of Sydney.

Queensland cruise spending 
amounted to $490 million, 
followed by Vic at $168 million, 
Western Australia with $109 
million, South Australia at $67 
million, Tasmania at $49 million 
and the Northern Territory with 
$31 million.

Katz noted that the cruise 
industry had “defied current 
berthing constraints in Sydney 
to achieve a high rate of 
growth in its national economic 
contribution”.

“In the future we look 
forward to achieving a solution 
to Sydney’s infrastructure 
constraints, while at the same 
time benefiting from investment 
in other ports such as Brisbane, 
Cairns, Broome and Eden which 
are improving their ability to 
welcome cruise ships,” he said.

Accommodation Association 
of Australia CEO Dean Long 
welcomed the findings of the 
report, particularly highlighting 
the value of pre- and post- 
accommodation stays when ships 
are homeported.

SYD CT screening
SYDNEY Airport has confirmed 

it is working with Smiths 
Detection on a live trial of 
Computed Tomography (CT) 
scanning of airline hold baggage.

The project involves Smith’s 
HI-SCAN 10080XCT system, and 
follows a successful pilot of CT-
based equipment for carry-on bag 
screening at the airport.

The CT technology produces 
high resolution 3D images, 
and allows passengers to leave 
electronic devices and liquids in 
bags to simplify security checks.

Smiths Detection Australia/NZ 
MD, Jordan Thrupp, said “we are 
confident that our technology 
will provide a higher level of 
detection capability, speed up bag 
processing and help improve the 
airport’s operational efficiency, 
future proofing security 
operations for Australia’s major 
aviation hub”.

Another Cuba blow
COMMERCIAL flights from 

the USA to all airports in Cuba 
except for the capital, Havana, 
have been banned by the Trump 
administration, in a move said to 
effectively “put another nail in 
the coffin for Cuban travel”.

The new order calls for a 45-
day wind down of services to 
Santiago, Varadero and Santa 
Clara, which will also have a 
major impact on VFR travel.

The aviation ban follows a 
similar impost on cruise ship 
visits by Americans to Cuba 
implemented earlier this year 
(TD 06 Jun) which forced most 
operators to rejig itineraries.

The initiatives aim to starve the 
Cuban government of cash.

Services to Havana - which 
account for the majority of US 
flights to Cuba - will remain legal.

CX boosts Perth
CATHAY Pacific has announced 

the deployment of its new 
A350-1000XWB aircraft on Perth 
services from 27 Oct 2019.

The 334-seat aircraft will replace 
the current -900 on CX170/171, 
adding 108 seats per day.

PER Chief Corporate Services 
Officer, Debra Blaskett, said 
visitors from Hong Kong injected 
$97 million into the Western 
Australian economy last year.

The move will also boost 
seat availability for Western 
Australians to the CX global 
network of over 100 destinations.

MH airline suitors
THREE international airlines 

are among bidders for a strategic 
stake in Malaysia Airlines, 
according to Kuala Lumpur’s The 
Edge Malaysia publication.

Offers from Qatar Airways, 
Japan Airlines and China 
Southern Airlines have been 
shortlisted as part of a tender 
process being conducted by 
Malaysia’s sovereign wealth fund, 
Khazanah Nasional Bhd, which is 
acting on Malaysian Government 
divestment plans for the loss-
making carrier.

Final proposals are expected 
next month, with a decision to be 
finalised by early 2020.

https://bpgclick.com/td?c=208&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD281019&u=mailto:info@traveldaily.com.au
https://bpgclick.com/td?c=62&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD281019&u=http://www.traveldaily.com.au/
https://bpgclick.com/td?c=195&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD281019&u=https://www.canadaalaskatravel.com.au/discover-whitehorse-white-pass-yukon-railroad?utm_medium=trade&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_campaign=uniquelyyukon&utm_content=281019
https://bpgclick.com/td?c=50&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD281019&u=https://traveldaily.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Malaysia-Airlines-link-page-281019.pdf
https://bpgclick.com/td?c=181&utm_source=traveldaily&utm_medium=newsletter&utm_campaign=TD281019&u=https://issues.traveldaily.com.au/2019/Jun19/td060619.pdf


Travel Daily        e info@traveldaily.com.au t 1300 799 220 w www.traveldaily.com.au page 3

Monday 28th October 2019

Qantas Premium Companion Sale
Book two seats and save on First,  
Business and Premium Economy.*

Sale ends 28 October.

Find out more

*Unless sold out prior. Selected routes, travel days, dates and conditions apply.

Helloworld Travel 
CFO to depart

HELLOWORLD this morning 
confirmed the resignation of its 
Chief Financial Officer, Michael 
Burnett, after almost four years in 
the role (TD 29 Feb 2016).

Burnett, who is believed to be 
moving to another travel industry 
organisation, will depart HLO 
in Jan 2020, with an executive 
search currently under way.

Helloworld CEO Andrew 
Burnes said Burnett had done an 
outstanding job on behalf of all 
HLO stakeholders, adding that he 
looked forward to announcing a 
replacement in the coming weeks.

Byron@Byron GM
CRYSTALBROOK Collection 

has appointed Julian Moore as 
General Manager of its newly 
acquired The Byron at Byron.

He will return to Australia 
to take up the new role, after 
finishing up at Park Hyatt St Kitts.

UA 3D seat preview
SEAT selection is moving to a 

new level with United Airlines, 
which is rolling out a new three-
dimensional view of its cabins so 
passengers can see exactly what 
they are getting.

The new “virtual seat map” has 
already debuted for UA’s new 
50-seat CRJ-550, with the carrier 
saying it expects to expand the 
facility across its fleet.

At this stage pricing for 
different seats won’t be shown 
on the virtual seat map, but the 
enhancement part of United’s  
plans for the future.

QF plots Kangaroo Is service
QANTAS is understood to be 

considering a new direct service 
between Sydney and Kangaroo 
Island in South Australia, with 
the Adelaide Advertiser citing 
comments by QF CEO Alan Joyce 
during the airline’s annual general 
meeting last week.

Qantas held its AGM in 
Adelaide, and Joyce noted strong 
demand for its current Kangaroo 
Island flights from the SA capital.

“This had led to us reviewing 
more options on that route, 
which also includes a direct 
Sydney to KI flight,” he said.

He noted it was still early days, 
but the review was focused on 
expanding QF services to the 
holiday island’s Kingscote Airport.

Qantas already operates a 
seasonal weekly service from 
Melbourne to Kingscote, along 
with three to four ADL flights.

South Australian Tourism 
Commission CEO Rodney Harrex 
hailed the possibility of a new 

Qantas Sydney-KI flight.
“It would create connectivity 

with interstate and international 
visitors, which is critical for tourism 
growth in Kangaroo Island,” the 
report quoted him as saying.

Regional Express also operates 
daily Adelaide-Kingscote flights.

INTERNATIONAL phone 
roaming bill shock has impacted 
researchers in Russia, after a 
bird they were tracking by GPS 
strayed into Iranian airspace.

In 2018 the steppe eagle was 
fitted with a mobile transceiver, 
which regularly reported its 
position by text message 
so scientists could track its 
migration patterns.

When out of range, 
messages are stored for later 
transmission, with the eagle 
out of touch all summer as it 
explored remote regions.

The bird finally made a 
connection upon its arrival 
in Iran last week, sending 
thousands of SMSs and 
costing the research program 
about $150 per day due to 
extortionate roaming charges.

Window
Seat
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*Advertised fares are for Business and Economy Class return travel departing from Melbourne inclusive of taxes and surcharges, correct as of 25 September 2019, subject to currency fluctuation 
and availability. Offer ends 06 November 2019. Business Class fares are for travel commencing between 1 February and 10 October 2020. Economy Class fares are for travel commencing between  
1 February and 20 March 2020, 30 March and 31 May 2020, 1 September and 10 September 2020, 20 September and 10 October 2020. Higher levels apply for other travel periods. Flight restrictions, 
day-of-week surcharges, inbound blackout periods, amendment and cancellation fees apply. Additional travel periods, destinations and fares are available from Adelaide, Brisbane, Sydney and Perth. 
Further terms and conditions apply. For full terms and conditions, please visit emiratesagents.com/au, or call Emirates on 1300 880 599. Offer subject to change.

emiratesagents.com/au

DESTINATION ECONOMY CLASS
RETURN FROM (AUD) 

BUSINESS CLASS
RETURN FROM (AUD) 

$1,319*
$1,329*
$1,399*
$1,409*
$1,419*
$1,469*
$1,519*

$7,299*
$7,249*
$7,289*
$7,299*
$7,309*
$7,409*
$7,399*

Portugal
United Kingdom
Spain 
Italy
Switzerland
France
Germany

Emirates Rare Fares to the UK and Europe are ending soon.  
Lock in Early Bird flights for 2020 now for great savings. 
Be quick, offer ends 6 November 2019. 

EUROPE FROM $1,319*RETURN

Final call for Emirates 

Hawaiian Airlines clean-up

HAWAIIAN Airlines is preparing 
to mark its 90th anniversary 
on 11 Nov, by investing in local 
communities.

To mark the celebration, more 
than 50 volunteers from the 
airline descended on Sydney’s 
Brighton-Le-Sands Beach for a 
beach clean-up. 

Partnering with non-profit 
organisation, Tangaroa Blue 
Foundation and the Bayside City 
Council, Hawaiian staff and local 
industry partners recovered 
50kg of litter from the shoreline 
between Brighton-Le-Sands and 
Monterey, the airline’s Australia 
and New Zealand Regional 
Director Andrew Stanbury said. 

“We see this milestone as a 
great opportunity to further 

invest in the communities we 
serve,” he said.

 “But this initiative at Brighton-
Le-Sands is just one of many. 
We’ve been doing beach clean-
ups throughout the Pacific, in 
Japan, Hawaii, New Zealand, etc., 
and working with our different 
partners around our network 
to give back. It’s been a great 
privilege and, to us, a great way 
to recognise 90 years of service.”

The group was welcomed by 
local Gadigal woman Lousie 
Adermann.

Pictured: More than 50 
Hawaiian Airlines and industry 
volunteers from Australia, Hawaii, 
Tahiti, and American Samoa 
participated in the clean-up 
effort.

Dreamliners cut 
BOEING will slow down its 

production of 787 aircraft from 14 
to 12 a month from late 2020, the 
company announced last week. 

The move comes less than 
12 months after CEO Dennis 
Muilenburg announced plans to 
increase production of the aircraft 
from 12 to 14. 

The company cited the “current 
global trade environment” as 
the reason for the move, with 
the reduced production levels 
expected to be in place until 2022.

Carnival ups Alaska
CARNIVAL Cruise Line will send 

a second ship to Alaska for the 
2021 season. 

The line revealed Carnival 
Freedom will join Carnival Miracle  
in Alaska from Apr 2021, offering 
21 week-long voyages along the 
Glacier Route, calling at Victoria, 
British Columbia, Skagway, 
Juneau, Ketchikan and Tracy Arm 
Fjord.

Brisbane expansion
BRISBANE Airport is targeting 

new direct routes to Vietnam, 
Jakarta, Delhi and US cities, Dallas 
and Seattle, with the opening of 
a second runway set to double 
capacity next year. 

Brisbane Airport Executive 
General Manager Aviation 
Development and Partnerships 
Jim Parashos said the evolution of 
more economical aircraft had cut 
the need for stopovers on certain 
routes and brought other routes 
that had previously not been 
financially viable into play. 

“In the last 12 months alone 
we’ve had Philippine Airlines, 
which used to operate a Manila-
Darwin-Brisbane flight,” he said.

“They took delivery of these 
[Airbus A 321] aircraft and now 
operate five times a week non-
stop.”

Parashos said the airport was 
targeting the development of 
routes in Asia, India and the US, 
while highlighting the potential of 
South American routes. 
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Report faults Boeing
A FINAL report compiled by 

Indonesian investigators into 
a Lion Air crash that killed 189 
people (TD 30 Oct 2018) has 
found that Boeing’s controversial 
MCAS system was a significant 
factor contributing to the disaster.

“The design and certification 
of the MCAS did not adequately 
consider the likelihood of loss of 
control of the aircraft,” the report  
contends.

The report was also critical of 
flight crew, stating “deficiencies” 
in their communication and 
manual control of the aircraft 
contributed to the crash.

Speaking with reporters, 
investigator Nurcahyo Utomo said 
the accident had been caused by 
a “complex chain of events”.

“From what we know, there 
are nine things that contributed 
to this accident, if one of the 
nine hadn’t occurred, maybe 
the accident wouldn’t have 
occurred,” Utomo said.

Spice base in UAE
INDIA-BASED low-cost carrier 

SpiceJet will commence flights 
to the UAE emirate of Ras Al-
Khaimah from Dec after reaching 
a deal to create a major aviation 
hub in the region.

The airline’s Chairman and 
Managing Director Ajay Singh said 
he hoped the use of the base will 
help in expanding its range as far 
as western Europe.

Aimbridge merger
NORTH American hotel 

management firm Aimbridge 
Hospitality has announced its 
merger with Interstate Hotels & 
Resorts is complete.

The new combined entity will 
manage a portfolio of more than 
1,400 branded and independent 
properties across 49 US states 
and 20 countries.

The merger will operate under 
the Aimbridge Hospitality name & 
be headquartered in Plano, Texas.

*Offer valid until 31 October 2019, unless sold out prior. Fares (AUD) quoted above are the lowest adult return prices per person including taxes, fees, and airport charges departing from 
Sydney to Lisbon. Other sale dates may be available. Other sale fares are also available departing from Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, and Canberra. Economy Class and Business Class fares 
shown above are for departures from 1 February - 2 October 2020. Fares may vary due to currency fluctuations. Seasonal surcharges, weekend surcharges, and blackout periods may apply. 
For all other terms and conditions please review at time of booking.

Book by 31 October 2019. 

Visit your preferred travel agent qatarairways.com

Economy Class 

Lisbon 1,269from
AUD

Business Class

 7,029

Fly to Lisbon with Qatar Airways, the World’s Best Airline* and discover Portugal’s 
colourful and cultural capital. Lisbon dazzles with scenic beauty, no matter if you 
explore the city’s majestic landmarks, museums and public squares, or embrace 
the panoramic vistas that offer unparalleled sunset views from above. Every visit 
will be a sensory journey you will never forget. 

Enjoy daily flights to Lisbon, Portugal.  Fares per person from*:

Discover the colourful culture of Lisbon

To all of my Dreams!

EXPLORER Dream arrived in 
Sydney yesterday, with Dream 
Cruises celebrating its first ship to 
homeport outside of Asia.

Explorer will homeport 
seasonally out of Sydney’s White 
Bay Cruise Terminal, where she 
will sail on a variety of round-trip 
itineraries around the country, 
departing from Sydney and 
Brisbane from 27 Oct to 01 Dec, 
and from 09 to 23 Feb.

Six-, seven- and eight-night 
itineraries from Sydney and 
Brisbane are available on 
the ship’s maiden Australian 
deployment, and will visit 
destinations such as Burnie, 
Gladstone, Hobart, Melbourne, 

Newcastle, and the Sunshine 
Coast.

“Dream Cruises is excited to 
begin a new chapter as we chart 
new waters beyond Asia to 
homeport in Australia starting 
this year for the very first time, 
creating new milestones as 
Dream Cruises evolve into ‘Asia’s 
Global Cruise Line’,” said Dream 
Cruises President Michael Goh.

Pictured raising a toast is Chef 
Mark Best, whose gastronomic 
stylings will feature aboard 
Explorer Dream, Michael 
Goh; Head of Marketing & 
Communications Christine Li, and 
Vice President Sales & Marketing 
ANZ, Brigita Devries.
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Account Manager
Full Time
Victoria or Queensland
Tourism Holdings Limited is New Zealand’s premier tourism 
company with operations in New Zealand, Australia, 
USA & the UK.  Our brands include Kiwi Experience, Maui 
Motorhomes, Britz Campervan Rentals, Mighty Campervan 
Rentals, Discover Waitomo group of products including 
Waitomo Glowworm Caves & Legendary Black Water 
Rafting, El Monte RV Rentals & RoadBear RV Rentals.
We are seeking a professional Account Manager for a full 
time role, based out of Queensland or Victoria reporting to 
the Regional Sales Manager, who is located in Auckland.
Who are you?
The role will suit someone with strong sales skills 
demonstrated by proven sales success in the past. You must 
have the desire and energy to make this job your own. A 
fresh, dynamic approach to the role is required, along with 
travel industry experience. A confident people person who 
loves communicating with people.
Key responsibilities:
This position includes working with a portfolio of established 
key retail, wholesale and inbound agents, as well as 
youth hostels/travel desks.  The challenge is to continue 
with the long-term client relationships, while seeking new 
opportunities to drive sales.
If you want to be part of a global team, looking for a 
challenge or a company that pushes personal and 
professional development and growth, then we want to 
hear from you!

Apply here with your resume and a cover letter as soon as 
possible: https://careers.thlonline.com/?job=38214THL 

www.thlonline.com         

Email your confidential CV with Cover Letter to  
jobs@traveldaily.com.au before 31/10/2019

MARKETING 
COORDINATOR
Macquarie Park, Sydney
Are you a talented marketer looking for 
a new challenge?

The Business Publishing Group has 
several leading news publications 
spanning travel, cruise, business events and pharmaceutical sectors and is 
looking for a team player to join our growing sales and marketing division. 

This role requires you to coordinate and execute marketing plans and 
strategies across social and traditional channels to enable the business to 
raise awareness, increase interest and drive sales. 

If you have a minimum three years experience in marketing with relevant 
formal qualifications, apply today. 

Silversea bets on Australia

SILVERSEA Cruises flagged 
plans to grow the Australian 
market “as much as possible” at a 
media event in Sydney last week.

Speaking at a lunch gathering 
aimed at promoting its upcoming 
ship Silver Moon, the cruise line’s 
Chief Marketing Officer Barbara 
Muckermann said Australia 
represented excellent growth 
potential for Silversea.

“Australia is going to become 
one of our primary deployments 
with Silver Explorer dedicated to 
the expedition itinerary and Silver 
Muse dedicated to the classic 
itinerary,” she said.

Muckermann also revealed 
details of 28 maiden calls the line 
will make internationally during 
the 2021/22 season, including 
eight in Australia such as Elcho 
Island, Mornington Island, 
Groote Eylandt, Michaelmas Cay, 
Holbourne Island, Tryon Island   
Middleton Reef and Percy Island.

The Kimberleys will also return 
to the 2021/22 season after being 
dumped from the 2020 schedule.

“We were heartbroken we 
couldn’t go there in the summer 
2020 because we just didn’t 

have enough ships to do it, but 
it is going back in 2021 and we 
will start to see more and more 
Kimberley product in the future,” 
Muckermann pledged.

Further details were also 
revealed about Silver Moon 
which joins the fleet in Aug 
2020, including some major 
reconfigurations of the public 
spaces that currently exist on 
Silver Muse.

These include the addition of an 
enhanced MaDame restaurant, 
the replacement of the family 
room with a smoking room in line 
with its focus on adult guests, and 
the debut of “S.A.L.T. ecosystem”,  
Silversea’s new culinary concept.

The S.A.L.T. areas will boast lab, 
restaurant and bar spaces.

The initiative’s Director Adam 
Sachs said the purpose of S.A.L.T. 
was to help passengers see 
the world through the lens of 
food, drink and culture in each 
destination the ship visits.

Pictured: Silversea Chief 
Marketing Officer Barbara 
Muckermann, Silversea Director 
Marketing Leanne Fonagy, and 
Director of S.A.L.T. Adam Sachs.

Hyatt openings
HYATT Hotels Corporation has 

announced the opening of the BEI 
Zhaolong Hotel in Beijing China, 
the first Joie de Vivre branded 
property in Asia.

All 202 rooms of the hotel are 
equipped with 55-inch IPTVs 
loaded with the latest games, and 
amenities such as a Nespresso 
machine and De’Longhi kettle for 
free coffee/tea service.

MEANWHILE the company has 
revealed plans for a New Hyatt 
Place Hotel in Costa Rica.

The 120-room Hyatt Place San 
Jose Cariari will be located close 
by to the Costa Rica Convention 
Center, and one of the country’s 
international airports.

Construction will begin in early 
2020 and will open in Q2 2021.

737 issues hit FZ
THE grounding of the global 

Boeing 737-MAX fleet is hitting 
the growth of the UAE’s Flydubai 
low-cost carrier, according to EK 
President Tim Clark.

Speaking to CNN Clark noted 
that Airbus also had a significant 
backlog of orders for its A320-
class aircraft, and was unlikely to 
be able produce enough planes 
to mitigate the MAX issues.

HK agents in Sydney 
OVER 100 travel agents from 

Hong Kong have arrived in 
Sydney to attend the 46th Annual 
Overseas Convention of the Hong 
Kong Association of Travel Agents, 
with the group welcomed by 
DNSW and Tourism Australia.
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Pan Pacific Xmas 
IN THE spirit of the festive 

season, Pan Pacific Hotels 
Group has introduced corporate 
Christmas packages in Melbourne 
and Sydney, including canapes 
packages featuring the chef’s 
finest selection, the famous 
premium seafood buffet, and an 
indulgent three-course meal. 

The packages, which start 
from $35pp, are available at 
PARKROYAL Darling Harbour, 
PARKROYAL Parramatta, 
Pan Pacific Melbourne, and 
PARKROYAL Melbourne Airport. 

CLICK HERE for details. 

SAA back in the air
SOUTH African Airways (SAA) 

flights are now operating on 
schedule after the aircraft 
identified for the compliance 
checks were cleared and released 
back into service.

“SAA’s voluntary decision to 
recall its aircraft followed an 
oversight inspection conducted 
by SACAA at the airline’s 
maintenance subsidiary, South 
African Airways Technical (SAAT) 
and an audit on one aircraft 
operated by another carrier,” said 
SAA Regional General Manager 
Asia Pacific Tim Clyde-Smith. 

Only domestic flights were 
affected (TD 25 Oct). 

Boeing appoints 
JOHN Richardson has been 

elected as the newest member 
of The Boeing Company Board of 
Directors as part of the Aerospace 
Safety Committee and the Special 
Programs Committee. 

Richardson served as the 31st 
Chief of Naval Operations from 
Sep 2015 until 2019, and is now 
retired after 39 years of service in 
the US Navy.   

Boeing Chairman David 
Calhoun praised Richardson as an 
“exceptional leader with broad 
operational capabilities”. 

NSW gallery space
THE Art Gallery of NSW will 

transform one of two WW2 
subterranean oil tanks located 
between Mrs Macquaries 
Road and Lincoln Crescent in 
Woolloomooloo, into a 2,200m2 
underground contemporary art 
and performance space.

The “strangely beautiful” 
tank features seven-metre high 
ceilings and 125 columns, and 
delivers “unusual acoustics”. 

The transformation is part of the 
$344m Sydney Modern project, 
which was originally slated for 
completion in 2021 but has been 
pushed back to 2022 due to a 
slow tendering process. 

Force is with United 
UNITED Airlines is celebrating 

the release of Star Wars: The Rise 
of Skywalker with a raft of Star 
Wars-themed experiences.

United will unveil all-new Star 
Wars livery on one of its Boeing 
737-800 aircraft next month, 
along with themed headrests, 
and will play the classic Star Wars 
theme music as guests board.

Guests will also receive Star 
Wars-themed amenity kits, and 
be shown an updated in-flight 
safety demo video featuring 
characters from the new film. 

MileagePlus members will 
get the opportunity to attend 
the US film premiere through 
MileagePlus Exclusive, which lets 
members use miles to bid and 
buy exclusive experiences.

Choice Japan growth
CHOICE Hotels International 

has announced plans to build 
30 new Comfort hotels in Japan 
by 2033, after signing a 10-year 
extension of its existing master 
franchising agreement with 
Choice Hotels Japan. 

The first seven hotels are 
scheduled to open over the next 
three years in some of Japan’s 
largest cities including Kyoto and 
Nagoya.

The expansion will see Choice 
Hotels Japan, which currently has 
over 60 hotels in key markets, 
including Tokyo, Yokohama, Osaka 
and Sapporo, becoming one of 
Japan’s top-five operators.

Sculpture from air
DESTINATION NSW has 

released a short video showcasing 
aerial views of Sculpture by the 
Sea, Bondi 2019, which features 
over 100 sculptures by Australian 
and international artists displayed 
across Bondi Beach.

This year’s event will highlight 
sculptures by 10 acclaimed Czech 
and Slovak artists in celebration 
of the 30th anniversary of the 
Velvet Revolution. 

Sculpture by the Sea is one of 
Sydney’s most popular events, 
attracting around 450,000 visitors 
each year over 18 days. 

The event will run until 23 Nov - 
CLICK HERE to view the video. 

NT reflects on Uluru
TOURISM NT has released 

a statement on the closure of 
climbing Uluru, commenting 
that it “will still remain one of 
the major Australian drawcards 
for international and national 
visitors” and “tourism operators 
will still be in demand”.

Tourism NT revealed that new 
marketing initiatives are currently 
in the works, such as an Arts Trail 
campaign, a Voyages partnership 
campaign, and a plan to extend 
the Field of Light installation to 31 
Dec 2020.

Isa Rodeo record
THE 60th Anniversary Mount 

Isa Mines Rodeo, which took 
place over 08-11 Aug, attracted 
a record number of visitors, with 
39,933 in attendance spending 
a record-breaking $12.24 million 
in the local economy - $500,000 
more than the previous year. 

The event, which provides a 
“major fundraising platform” 
for local community groups and 
charities, is backed by Tourism & 
Events Queensland, naming rights 
sponsor Mount Isa Mines, and 
other loyal sponsors. 

FlyArystan expands
FLYARYSTAN, the new division 

of Air Astana and the first low-
cost airline in Kazakhstan, has 
announced its first int’l route. 

The airline will start flying to  
Moscow Zhukovsky Int’l Airport 
on Airbus A320 aircraft from 13 
Dec, with the three-hour flight 
operating daily.  

“We are confident that with 
our low fares we can stimulate 
significant new traffic between 
Nur-Sultan and Moscow in both 
directions,” said FlyArystan’s 
Director of Sales and Marketing, 
Janar Jailauova.

BROCHURES
WELCOME to Brochures of the Week, Travel Daily’s Monday feature. 
If your firm is releasing a new brochure you’d like to make the industry 
aware of, send a brief description summarising its features and 
itineraries, including a PDF of the front cover, and contact details to 
brochures@traveldaily.com.au.

Kirkhope Aviation 2020 Air Tour Guide                         
Featuring 24 unique itineraries varying from one to 
15-day tours, Kirkhope Aviation has gone to print 
with its 2020 Air Tour Guide of journeys within 
Australia by private aircraft. Travellers can choose 
from a selection of foodies tours and tours to 
regional events, including the iconic Birdsville 
Races. Other noteworthy destinations include Port 
Lincoln’s Coffin Bay, renowned for its delicious 
oysters, and a trip to Cape York to see the very tip 
of mainland Aus.

Exodus Travels Worldwide Small Group 
Adventures 2020 
Exodus Travels has unveiled its brochure for 2020, 
and it’s 40% bigger than last year’s, jam-packed 
with experiences across the seven continents. 
As well as old favourites, there are plenty of new 
itineraries, including an island sailing voyage in the 
Galapagos, an 11-day Jordan & Israel Discovery 
trip, an eight-day Highlights of Japan trip, a 
Lapland Wilderness week where travellers have the 
opportunity to dog sled and snowshoe, and even a 

unique four-day Chernobyl experience where travellers will be granted 
special access to the nuclear power plant. 

2020 AIR TOUR GUIDE
Where the journey is as much fun as the destination

Vol. 2020 Issue 1  kirkhopeaviation.com.au 1300 206 130 
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Addicted to Maldives? Totally!
THE Addicted to Maldives team recently returned from hosting a famil in the magical Maldives, with some 

of Australia’s leading luxury travel advisors hosted by self-confessed Maldives Addict, Di Lechner.
As well as enjoying stays at the newly opened Waldorf Astoria, One&Only Reethi Rah, Joali, Kudadoo, 

the group were also privileged to be the first Australian travel advisors to experience the brand new 
Intercontinental Maamunagau. 

An itinerary that fuelled everyone’s addiction consisted of 
champagne floating breakfasts in their very own private overwater 
villas, snorkelling alongside Nemo, fine dining in underground wine 
cellars and unlimited hammock hanging over infinite blue waters…. 
Sounds like a dream doesn’t it? 

Addicted to Maldives truly believes educating their advisor 
community is key. 

“It is one thing for our team to share our knowledge with 
advisors, however to be able to show them the Maldives and allow 
them to experience this destination first hand, and create personal 
memories to share with their clients, truly empowers them to sell 
the Maldives confidently. Each island beauty has their own unique 
charm that has left a special mark on each of the advisors that 
visited. I think it’s safe to say that they have all returned ‘Addicted 
to Maldives’,” said Di Lechner.

For more information see addictedtomaldives.com or contact 
hello@addictedtomaldives.com.

PARTICIPANTS included Gloria Gammo from SmartFlyer Australia; Belinda 
Grist of Mosman Travel; Debbie Collins, Spencer Travel; Anna McMurtrie 
of Wentworth Travel; Emily Lockard-Furry from Travel luxe offical USA;  
Alexandra Stockton, SmartFlyer USA and Meagan Fitas from Travelcall.

They’re pictured modelling the signature robes at Joali Maldives.

ATTENTION to detail: the bikes 
even had personalised name tags, 
as modelled by Anna McMurtrie.

BELINDA Grist, Debbie Collins and Anna McMurtrie just hanging out at the Waldorf Astoria.

THE crew on deck to their 

next island paradise.

SMARTFLYER’S Gloria Gammo falling in love with the Maldives, one hammock at a time.

RIDING along on my push bike, honey... Gloria Gammo 
and Di Lechner tackle the longest jetty at Joali.

CHAMPAGNE and floating 
breakfast - naturally! Starting the 
day well at the Waldorf Astoria.

Monday 28th October 2019

DI LECHNER takes 

it to the edge - of 
paradise - at One & 

Only Reethi Rah.

DI LECHNER kicking up her heels in the 
new Stella Maris Villa at Waldorf Astoria.
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This month Sun Island Tours and Travel Daily are giving agents  
the chance to win a seven-night Deluxe Superior Croatian Cruise 
for two people, valued at up 
to $6,713.
To win, simply tell us which 
fabulous Sun Island Tours 
destination is shown in each of our holiday snaps every day during 
October and have the most creative answer to the final question.
Send your answers to sunislandtours@traveldaily.com.au

WIN A 

Terms and conditions

Hint: Located in the Adriatic, this stunning ‘love island’ is one of the 

world’s few naturally occurring heart-shaped objects.

Q19.

Fiji dates added
NEW dates have been added to 

Captain Cook Cruises’ Northern 
Fiji seven-night Discovery cruises.

The 4 Cultures Discovery Cruise, 
circumnavigating Vanua Levu, will 
depart 07 Jan, 23 May, 25 Jul and 
21 Nov in 2020 & 23 Jan in 2021.

Both cruises sail aboard MV 
Reef Endeavour, and include 
experiences such as daily 
swimming, glass-bottom boating, 
and island and lagoon snorkelling.

Call 1300 86 3454 for info.

Kazakhstan plan
KAZAKHSTAN has implemented 

a raft of changes to attract 
more tourists, including the 
introduction of tax breaks for 
those who run tourism facilities 
and a bed tax for foreign tourists.

The country’s Ministry of 
Culture and Sports presented 
amendments to the law on 
tourism on 10 Oct after studying 
the experiences of countries such 
as Japan, Singapore, South Korea 
and Turkey.

Ecuador update
THE Department of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade (DFAT) has 
reissued its Smartraveller advice 
for Ecuador after the declaration 
of a state of emergency which is 
in place until 03 Nov.

The advisory is currently at 
the “Exercise a high degree of 
caution” level, although higher 
levels also apply in some parts of 
the country.

MEL road project
THE Federal Government has 

given the green light for plans 
today for the first stage of the 
highly anticipated elevated road 
network at Melbourne Airport.  

The T4 Express Link will 
provide a direct link from the 
Tullamarine Freeway into the 
multimodal transport hub and 
carpark opposite Terminal 4, 
allowing drivers heading to the T4 
transport hub to bypass at least 
two intersections. 

Once completed, this will result 
in greatly reduced travel time 
for passengers heading to their 
flights, as well as for the transport 
of airport workers.

The first stage is scheduled to 
commence by the end of the 
year, with the final stage of the 
project to be completed by 2023. 

Antarctica retreats
ANTARCTIC Logistics & 

Expeditions (ALE) has unveiled its 
Three Glaciers Retreat set at the 
base of the Ellsworth Mountains 
in the Antarctic wilderness. 

 The retreat is made up of eight 
comfortable guest tents and offers 
“creative cuisine, high-end guest 
services, personalised tours and 
experienced guides and staff”. 

ALE has taken a “leave no trace” 
approach, with environmentally 
efficient equipment, solar-
powered facilities and more. 

PAL LA changes
PHILIPPINE Airlines has filed 

for frequency changes on its 
Manila to Los Angeles route, 
reducing the number of services 
operated from 17 to 14 between 
16 Feb and 23 Mar 2020.

Busy day at Sydney Expo

TRAVEL Associates GM 
Marketing & Product, Anna 
Burgdorf, and Flight Centre 
GM Premium Brands, Danielle 
Galloway (pictured), were among 
hundreds of valiant consultants 
and suppliers at the World Travel 

Expo which took place in Sydney 
over the weekend.

Thousands of consumers lined 
up at the Sydney Showground 
to access a host of special deals, 
with attendees reporting they 
were run off their feet handling 
enquiries and making bookings.

Lots more pics from the expo at 
facebook.com/traveldaily.
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