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Joyce's wish list

QANTAS CEO Alan Joyce
yesterday rattled off a number of
travel bubbles that he believes
should be next in line to form
green travel lanes with Australia,
including Singapore, Japan, South
Korea, Fiji and Noumea.

“We’ll be ready to operate and
put the aircraft on when we’re
given that notice,” he said.

Cebu cashes up

PHILIPPINE low-cost carrier
Cebu Pacific has tapped three
financial institutions for the
private placement of US$250
million in convertible bonds,
with funds to be used as a cash
runway to continue operations
amid ongoing challenges brought
on by the pandemic.

The carrier has successfully
negotiated cash injections from
International Finance Corp, the
IFC Emerging Asia Fund and
Indigo Philippines LLC, an affiliate
of Indigo Partners LLC.
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Premium adv purchases

ADVENTURE tourism business
Experience Co has completed
two major acquisitions this week,
bringing Wild Bush Luxury and
Tasmania’s The Maria Island Walk
into its tourism portfolio for an
undisclosed price.

The double purchase effectively
propels Experience Co into the
premium adventure segment
for the first time, augmenting its
existing core operations in the
Great Barrier Reef and its various
skydiving operations across
Australia and New Zealand.

The Wild Bush Luxury brand
offers a range of premium walks
from Arkaba Homestead in the
Flinders Ranges, as well as wildlife
and fishing safaris from Bamurru
Plains Safari Lodge on the Mary
River Wetlands in the Top End, all
with a focus on conservation.

Meanwhile, newly purchased
Maria Island Walk provides multi-
day walking experiences of the
Tassie destination, offering expert
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guidance on the island’s unique
flora and fauna.

“These acquisitions allow us to
extend our company’s geographic
reach into SA, NT and Tasmania
and grow our customer base
into the 50-plus age group,”
Experience Co’s Chief Executive
Officer John O’Sullivan said.

“We are also excited by
the opportunity to learn
from what has been done by
these two companies in the
conservation arena and build
on the opportunity to connect
our guests with the natural
environment as we are currently
doing with our research and
education work on the Great
Barrier Reef,” he added.

The purchases will see Wild
Bush Luxury’s founder Charles
Cralow remain with the business
to develop new product with
Experience Co, while Maria Island
Walk founder lan Johnstone will
depart the business.
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THE arrival of Aussie passengers
in New Zealand as part of the
new trans-Tasman bubble

was even sweeter for some,
with holidaymakers asked by
adventure operator AJ Hackett
on arrival to take the plunge on
expanding their travel plans.

Travellers to Queenstown
were offered free bungy jumps
if they were willing to board the
company’s coach and go straight
to one of its many adrenaline-
inducing jumps.

But that wasn’t all of the
goodies being handed out on
arrival, with airport executives
and Queenstown Lakes Mayor
Jim Boult handing out cookies.
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