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Today’s issue of TD
Travel Daily today features 

eight pages of news, including 
a photo page from Qatar and 
our Sustainability page, and 
full pages from:   

• Silversea
• Aurora Expeditions
• btTB

Your preferred Norfolk Island wholesaler
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Register Now!

Wednesday, 03 September 2025 
Intercontinental Hotel Sydney 

5.00pm - 9.30pm

Win a trip to Canada!

Registrations close 20 August 

Focus Canada 
Agent Event 
Join Destination Canada  
and our partners for a fun  

educational evening.

Discover more

Escape the ordinary.

per couple on selected tours*

$2,200 AIR CREDIT

*T&C’s apply

The Australian Government is seeking feedback on airfares, airline benefits, 
sustainability, technology and regional air travel to inform the proposed 
retender of the Australian Government Airline Panel arrangement.

Interested parties are encouraged to participate by 5pm 22 August 2025.

Australian Government Travel
Industry consultation

READ MORE

SIA deepens Garuda
Singapore Airlines customers 

can now access Garuda Indonesia 
codeshare flights from places like 
Denpasar and Labuan Bajo, under 
a newly expanded agreement.

Loyalty members of both 
carriers will also enjoy reciprocal 
lounge access from mid-Aug 
between some Indo ports & SIN.

Rallio for Silversea
Social media platform Rallio is 

now available with Silversea for 
travel advisors.

Agents now have access to 
a turnkey solution to quickly 
send and post branded Silversea 
content to social media pages.

Learn more about the tool on 
page nine.

Aurora’s big savings
Big adventures and even bigger 

savings are available with Aurora 
Expeditions for its Antarctica 
2025/26 season - see page 10.

REGISTER NOW

WHERE TO

NEXT?
LIVE & IN-PERSON  

TRAVEL EVENTS

30 JULY - 28 AUG
QLD | TAS | NSW | VIC

Join us with your clients and get 
them excited about booking their 

next incredible trip with you

TBG buys luxury agency
Travel Beyond Group (TBG) 

has acquired Sydney-based luxury 
agency Out and About Travel for 
an undisclosed amount. 

The purchase of the Potts Point 
business was heralded by TBG 
as an “exciting milestone” in its 
expansion trajectory, adding to 
30% year-on-year growth in new 
business, driven primarily by 
organic sales and acquisitions.

Under the new alliance, Out 
and About Travel will now place 
a stronger focus on expanding its 
independent consultant model, 
which TBG said would empower 

its luxury advisors with access to 
industry-leading tools, support, 
and a trusted network.

“This is a perfect synergy,” 
enthused Tim Lane (pictured), 
Chief Executive Officer of TBG.

“Both companies are driven 
by a commitment to service 
excellence, innovation, and 
lasting relationships - with our 
clients and our people. 

“We’re thrilled to welcome 
founder and Director Reece 
Farmilo and his exceptional team 
into TBG’s family,” he added. AB
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Germany has a highly developed rail network allowing visitors 
the ability to explore multiple cities and towns without the 

stress of navigating traffic or finding parking.

Intercity-Express ICE) trains offer fast connections between 
major cities, reaching speeds of up to 300km/h.  Travel from 

Berlin to Munich in under 5 hours!
Use Regional trains to explore smaller towns and cities like Use Regional trains to explore smaller towns and cities like 

Koblenz or Füssen, travelling through the picturesque 
landscapes of the German countryside.

High season brings high demand!  Be aware of mandatory 
reservations on ALL international long-distance trains to/from 

Germany for travel dates up to 31 August.

Booking early can lead to significant savings, especially on Booking early can lead to significant savings, especially on 
long-distance routes with “Sparpreisˮ (saver fare) tickets.

THE CONVENIENT AND EFFICIENT
WAY TO EXPLORE GERMANY

BOOK WITH RAIL EUROPE

DEUTSCHE BAHN

agent.raileurope.com

1000MTG N America push
Corporate Travel Management 

(CTM) division 1000 Mile Travel 
Group (1000MTG) has formally 
launched its operations in North 
America, with the company now 
on the hunt for travel advisors 
who are the right fit for its model.

Fresh from recruiting a US-
based BDM in Apr (TD 09 Apr), 
1000MTG said it was “answering 
the call” from overseas 
businesses that are seeking 
dedicated travel professionals 
with access to tech and global 
supplier benefits backed by the 
fourth-largest travel management 
company in the world in CTM.

“Our model is built on flexibility, 
efficiency, and service - we make 
it possible for growing companies 

to receive VIP-style care that 
is tailored specifically to their 
goals without compromising 
their budgets,” 1000MTG Chief 
Executive Nicola Veltman said.

The business feels it can fill a 
corporate travel advisor niche 
in North America, claiming 
the region has “long lacked a 
middle ground” that allows 
for independence while also 
accessing the structure and 
resources of a major agency.

For corporate travel advisors 
across the US, the move opens 
the door to business ownership 
within a proven, flexible 
framework - one that prioritises 
growth without sacrificing 
autonomy, 1000MTG said.

The move follows efforts to 
bolster its presence in the UK. AB

JQ expands Cooks
A SUCCESSFUL pilot of Sydney 

to Rarotonga flights (TD 01 Dec 
2022) has emboldened Jetstar to 
expand the service to Brisbane.

Qantas’ budget carrier will 
launch the new service linking 
the Sunshine State capital and 
the Cook Islands in May 2026, 
offering special discounted launch 
prices of $249 one-way. 

Operating three times a week, 
Jetstar will deploy A321neo LR 
aircraft on the route, adding 
an extra 110,000 seats each 
year between Australia and the 
emerging Pacific tourism nation. 

In response to the development, 
Cook Islands General Manager 
Australasia Graeme West said 
it follows a strong pipeline of 
tourism growth enjoyed over the 
past two years.

“Australians are discovering 
that the Cook Islands is unique - 
there are no crowds, and there 
are plenty of activities to keep 
even the most active visitor 
entertained for days,” he said.

25th BTTB is here
The 25th annual BTTB travel 

conference, gala dinners, and 
awards are here - check out page 
11 for all the details.

Qantas regional GM
darsh Chapman has been 

promoted by Qantas as its new 
Regional General Manager for UK, 
Europe, Middle East and Africa.

Chapman (pictured) will begin 
her new role later this month 
after relocating from Sydney to be 
based in Qantas’ London office.

Her new duties will include 
growing Qantas’ presence across 
new and established markets, and 
comes as the carrier marks one 
year of its Perth to Paris route.

Chapman has held a variety of 
positions with the airline over 
a near-25 year career, most 
recently as Executive Manager 
Global Airports and Jetconnect.
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Travel to Italy 
with Travel Daily  
Training Academy

 

Click here to  
learn more

Register Now

LUXURY YACHT CRUISING WEBINAR
Join on Friday 8 August at 10:30am (AEST)  

to learn about yacht cruising through the Mediterranean.

Koala reveals start date
THE mysterious Koala Airlines, 

touted by its equally cryptic CEO 
Bill Astling as being a serious third 
competitor to Qantas and Virgin 
Australia, now has a launch date.

Speaking yesterday with the 
AFR, Astling said Koala Airlines is 
targeting late 2026 for its debut 
flights, an ambition that so far is 
not backed by any aircraft or an 
air operator’s certificate.

Nonetheless, Astling has 
restated his confidence in Koala 
being able to successfully offer 
travellers a genuine alternative air 
carrier, likely using narrow-body, 
twin engine planes to service a 
combination of popular and niche 
domestic routes. 

The secretive Astling yesterday  
said the business was taking a 
“disciplined, strategic approach” 
to its launch next year, hinting the 
operation has already secured 
the financial backing of investors 
“who know aviation”.

“We’ve deliberately kept a 

low profile - not because we’re 
stalling, but because we’re 
building something with a long-
term, sustainable foundation,” 
Astling told the AFR.

The travel executive doubled 
down on his claim this week 
that there are only scant details 
about Koala because he does not 
want to give Qantas and Virgin 
Australia much of a timeline to 
tactically respond.

Astling previously said Koala 
would also differentiate itself 
by placing funds for airfares 
into a trust account until flights 
are taken - an active counter 
to recent traveller discontent 
involving delayed refunds/credits.

Koala recently had to fend off a 
winding-up order from an alleged 
creditor (TD 15 Jan). AB

No local deposits
NO AUSTRALIAN travel advisors 

had made any bookings for trips 
with the Space Perspective brand 
before it ceased operations.

 Speaking with Travel Daily, 
Signature Travel Network VP Sales 
& Marketing, Land & Specialty 
Supplier Partnerships, Heidi 
Podjavorsek, said she was “not 
aware” of any Aussie deposits 
being taken, which was typically 
around US$1,000 per seat.

Podjavorsek confirmed that 
most impacted travellers had 
recovered their deposits via their 
credit card companies.

When asked if Signature 
would be receptive to forming 
a new agreement with Space 
Perspective as it relaunches 
under new owners (TD 30 Jul), 
Podjavorsek said there were no 
ambitions to do so at this time.  

Signature Travel has no plan at 
this stage to add another space 
supplier to its luxury network 
either, which was previously 
offered through TravelManagers.

APAC flight boom
THE Asia Pacific region led the 

way in terms of first and business 
class flight bookings growth in 
2024, recording close to 23% 
gains on the previous year.

Just over 21 million premium 
trips in APAC were taken last 
year, new IATA data showed, 
equating to growth rates ahead of 
established markets like Europe 
(+8.1%) and N America (+9.4%). 

Economy flights booked by APAC  
pax also grew handsomely in 
2024, up 28.6% on the prior year, 
outpacing all other regions.

New collections head
Flight Centre has appointed 

Askin Erkec to the role of Nation 
Leader - Flight Centre Collections.

In his position, Erkec will help 
the company scale its Collections 
portfolio of specialist expertise 
across the youth luxury, complex 
air, and business travel segments. 

Marieke Tucker has exited her 
Global GM of Collections role.

https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0yMDgmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDUwODI1JnU9bWFpbHRvOmluZm9AdHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz02MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQwNTA4MjUmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRyYXZlbGRhaWx5LmNvbS5hdS8=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0yMTQmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDUwODI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly90cmF2ZWx0b2l0YWx5YWNhZGVteS5jb20v
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xMTQmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDUwODI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9zY2VuaWMuem9vbS51cy93ZWJpbmFyL3JlZ2lzdGVyL1dOX1JldEE0RHUtUXdXUG9xbWV4ZUdtbWc=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xODEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDUwODI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMudHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1LzIwMjUvSmFuMjUvdGQxNTAxMjUucGRm
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xODEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDUwODI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMudHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1LzIwMjUvSnVsMjUvdGQzMDA3MjUucGRm


Travel Daily        e info@traveldaily.com.au	 t 1300 799 220	 w www.traveldaily.com.au	 page 4

Tuesday 5th August 2025

NZ mulls more visitor fees
IN WHAT could deal a further 

blow to the New Zealand 
visitor economy, Prime Minister 
Christopher Luxon has confirmed 
a new set of tourist charges are 
under consideration for several 
popular attractions.

Milford Track, Mount Cook, 
Cathedral Cove, and Tongariro 
Crossing are just four of the sites 
flagged for entry charges, which if 
they went ahead, would be in the 
vicinity of NZ$20-$40 (A$18-$37) 

per person.
In a speech addressing the 

mooted taxes, Luxon said 
friends of his from overseas 
were “in shock” they can visit its 
attractions for free.

“It is only fair that at these 
special locations, foreign visitors 
make an additional contribution,” 
Luxon argued, adding that the 
fees would inject around NZ$62 
million in annual revenue.

NZ has been under fire in recent 
years for pricing itself out of the 
tourism market, last year tripling 
the International Visitor Levy (TD 
04 Sep 2024) to raise funds to 
maintain conservation efforts. 

If approved, the levies would 
not apply to NZ residents. AB

Germany backflips
PRE-BUDGET papers in 

Germany have indicated airlines 
will have to wait longer to receive 
any relief from fees - despite 
earlier pledges from the Merz 
administration to slash taxes.

Government sources suggest 
that its high air travel tax - one of 
the most expensive in Europe - 
will remain in place to help fund 
vital defence and infrastructure 
projects over the next four years.

The tax was raised by a 
whopping 19% in 2024, with any 
reversal of the levy set to cost the 
German economy hundreds of 
millions of euros in revenue.

However, critics of the tax like 
Ryanair have argued that the 
high expense to fly to Germany is 
creating a serious disincentive to 
travel to the country.

OOL plan gets tick

Federal Government approval 
has been granted for Gold Coast 
Airport’s 2024 master plan, which 
includes the building of more 
airport hotel accommodation and 
a major wellness precinct.

The Queensland hub argues 
the development will double its 
regional economic contribution to 
around $990 million annually.

“Receiving approval for the 
master plan marks an exciting 
step forward in delivering a 
future-focused precinct that 
generates significant health, 
employment and social 
outcomes for our surrounding 
communities,” said Amelia Evans, 
Chief Executive Officer of OOL’s 
parent company, Queensland 
Airports Limited.

Cairns hotel rebrand
THE rebranding of the Sunshine 

Tower Hotel in Cairns to Alivio 
Hotel Cairns is complete, with 
the property emerging this week 
from a 24-month refurbishment.

Owners Alivio Group said the 
refreshed 61-room hotel now 
offers guests a Mediterranean-
inspired pool area, tropical 
gardens, an updated lobby and 
reception, and a beauty salon. 

Travel Daily
Training Academy 
Engage & Educate Travel 
Advisors on your Destination

CLICK HERE FOR AN INFO PACK
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GLOBUS FAMILY OF BRANDS 
FOR MOST OUTSTANDING 
TOUR OPERATOR (CAT 22)

  
  

 

 VOTE YOU MUST

Apo Island, Cebu

BOOK BY 22 AUG 2025

THE PHILIPPINES:
READY TO EXPLORE

How to Experience True Luxury Across the 
Philippines’ Top Islands
• Relax on Boracay’s pristine white-sand beaches 

and soak in world-class island amenities

• Enjoy exclusive private beach access near 
Siargao’s famous Cloud 9 surf break

• Balance luxury with adventure in Cebu — from 
cliff-jumping & canyoneering to vibrant island life

PER
COUPLE 

SAVE UP TO

 $1,000
I N C L U D E S

E X  M E L B O U R N E

THE Aalborg Zoo in Denmark 
is requesting donations for 
unwanted small pets to feed 
its larger predators housed at 
the animal attraction. 

While the idea of donating 
our much-loved furry friends 
is abhorrent to most of us, 
the zoo said that chickens, 
rabbits and guinea pigs are an 
important part of the diet of 
its predators, and a key way to 
maintain their vitality.

“The animals are gently 
euthanised by trained staff 
and are afterwards used as 
fodder - that way, nothing 
goes to waste,” the zoo said.

Aalborg also accepts horses 
for feeding its animals, 
which it said on its website 
are euthanised by either a 
zookeeper or a veterinarian.

Window
Seat

from Richard Taylor, Director of
ATIA UPDATE

Membership and Industry Affairs
Last week I was 
fortunate to attend 
MTA’s conference 
in Adelaide - its 
25th anniversary 

conference, no 
less.

So it would be 
remiss of me 
not to begin by 
congratulating 

Roy and Karen Merricks on reaching 
this significant milestone, along 
with the head office team led by 
Chief Executive Officer Don Beattie 
- well done to everyone!

More on that later, but following 
that, ATIA held Beyond Borders On 
The Road, first in Adelaide and then 
in Perth. 

These evening events were the 
first held by the association at these 
locations in several years, and it 
was wonderful to connect with an 
assortment of industry people that 
included, to our enormous delight, a 
sprinkling of newcomers to travel. 

In two short hours, attendees 
heard an ATIA update, a statistical 
deep-dive on consumer sentiment 
from Adele Labine-Romain of Roy 
Morgan, insider updates from their 
local airport and Cathay Pacific, as 
well as news from the Hong Kong 
Tourism Board, and a discussion 
on how we need to play our part 

in attracting young people to the 
travel industry. 

In our recent Pulse meetings, 
we have been asking people what 
topics are important to them. 

The feedback gathered will 
ensure that the discussions at Oct’s 
Beyond Borders Travel Summit are 
genuinely meaningful.

This is important, and the ATIA 
team are especially proud of how 
the association has created more 
ways to listen to its members.

The flow of information from 
across all types of member 
businesses ensures that everyone 
has an opportunity to voice what’s 
important to them, be that at in-
person events or online.

But returning to the MTA 
conference, I was invited to 
moderate a panel that discussed 
whether tech has overtaken human 
connection when growing a business. 

However, according to esteemed 
panellists James Sitters of Oceania, 
Mark Fuller of Go Insurance, Scott 
Graham of RSSC, and the two stars 
of the show, MTA Advisors Dianne 
Cox and Kim Newton, human skills 
trump everything else, but we must 
certainly be open to tech that helps 
us arrive at the best results. 

I think the industry’s peak body 
is demonstrating exactly that 
approach in today’s industry.Oaks in Auckland

THE Nesuto Stadium Hotel and 
Apartments has rebranded to 
Oaks Auckland Hotel this week. 

Minor Hotels Australasia 
inked a long-term Management 
Agreement with Mulpha 
International to facilitate the  
change, with a new fitness centre, 
wellness facility, and local tours to 
be introduced soon.

The property received a $13 
million refurbishment only five 
years ago, and will offer a choice 
of modern rooms and studios, 
and a refreshed dining venue.

TC names speakers
Travellers Choice has 

announced two new keynote 
speakers for its upcoming annual 
conference in Nov - business 
growth expert Matt Alderton and 
organisational psychologist Dr 
Amantha Imber. 

Alderton is a serial entrepreneur 
and has owned more than a 
dozen enterprises across retail, 
hospitality and technology. 

He is passionate about helping 
small business operators realise 
their potential and will offer 
practical tips and strategies on 
leadership and resilience.

Dr Imber’s specialty lies in 
behavioural science, which has 
led to her working with corporate 
giants like Google, Apple and 
Disney to boost productivity, 
innovation and wellbeing. 

Etihad loyalty tie-up
Etihad Airways and Azul 

Brazilian Airlines have joined 
forces to launch a frequent flyer 
partnership agreement.

Now members of both loyalty 
programs, Etihad Guest and the 
Azul Fidelidade, can earn and 
redeem their respective loyalty 
currency on either carrier. 

“The partnership opens up 
Azul’s impressive network for our 
members to be rewarded for their 
travel adventures, offering more 
ways to earn and redeem their 
miles when exploring destinations 
across the Americas,” said Mark 
Potter, MD at Etihad Guest, who 
described the agreement as 
“exciting and significant”.
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Qatar Airways’ guests hear the roar 
of the Lions’ Australia victory  

AFTER six weeks of pure dominance and rugby excellence, the British & Irish Lions emerged victorious 
during their Australian tour, sealing the series with a memorable triumph over the Wallabies.

Proudly sponsored by Qatar Airways, the tour included 10 
thrilling matches played out across Australia, with the Lions 
showcasing commanding wins alongside tense, hard-fought 
encounters that kept fans on the edge of their seats.

Industry partners embraced the Qatar Airways British & Irish 
Lions Tour, with more than 1,000 lucky guests enjoying money-
can’t-buy experiences delivered by the award-winning airline 
throughout the journey.

Qatar Airways’ guests 
pitchside ahead of the second 
Test in Melbourne.

Tom Halsey, Luke Drake, Ieuan Evans, Duncan 
Naysmith, Anastacia Ryan enjoying the British & Irish 
Lions Captain’s Run ahead of Test 3 in Sydney.

Justin Kestel and Leanne 

Woolstencroft at Test Match 

3 in Sydney.

Andy O’Mara, Emanuel Tzafaris, Glenn 
Wilcox, Gary Smith and John Balloch 
pitchside ahead of Test 1 in Brisbane. 

Qatar Airways’ guests get in the spirit prior 

to Test 1 in Brisbane. 

Qatar Airways’ guests with Lions 
Captain, Maro Itoje.

Qatar Airways’ guests enjoy an 
exclusive British & Irish Lions change 
room tour pre-match in Melbourne. 

Tuesday 5th August 2025

Qatar Airways guests 
attend the Wallabies Captain’s 
Run ahead of Test 1 in 
Brisbane with Joseph Suaalii.

Qatar Airways’ 
competition winners enjoy 
a player meet-and- greet at 
the Wallabies Captain’s Run. 

The Qatar Airways ball used in the British & Irish Lions matches.

https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0yMDgmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDUwODI1JnU9bWFpbHRvOmluZm9AdHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz02MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQwNTA4MjUmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRyYXZlbGRhaWx5LmNvbS5hdS8=


Travel Daily        e info@traveldaily.com.au	 t 1300 799 220	 w www.traveldaily.com.au	 page 7

sustainability Tuesday 5th August 2025
sustainability@traveldaily.com.au

AIR’S EMISSION CONTRIBUTION RISING
Aviation’s contribution to 

Australia’s emissions is growing 
substantially as a percentage of 
the country’s overall emission 
output, according to data shared 
at the CAPA Airlines Leader 
Summit in Cairns last week.

During the conference, Simon 
Elsegood, Head of Research at 
CAPA (pictured) shared stats that 
showed that last year, aviation 
contributed 5.2% of the country’s 
total emissions, whereas at 
the end of the 1980s, aviation 
was contributing just 1.2% of 
Australia’s emissions. 

According to Elsegood, the 
growth of Australian aviation will 
see this number continue to rise 
unless the use of SAF starts to 
increase quickly. 

“Australian aviation emissions 
are growing, they are growing 
as a total amount, and they 
are growing as a proportion of 
Australia’s emissions,” Elsegood 
shared with delegates.

“Air transport has doubled, 
and then doubled again, but 
Australian emissions are actually 
on a decline, so if aviation 
emissions keep going up while 
everyone else is going down, that 
proportion [aviations contribution 
to total Australian emissions] is 
only going to grow,” he added. 

Challenging for Australia is 
that its investment in biofuels 
has been at low levels and the 
demand side is still lagging.

According to ING Think, the 
APAC region was estimated to 
have the ability to produce more 
than 1.8m tonnes (600m gallons) 
of SAF by the end of 2024 - 
equivalent to under 1.5% of jet 
fuel consumption of the region. 

It also stated that Australia only 
had three projects in the pipeline 
in terms of SAF production and 
suggested that “the lack of a 
mandate here is likely holding 
back further investment”. 

Elsegood’s data suggested similar.
“Australian airlines consumed 

eight billion litres of jet fuel last 

year and we burnt 10 million litres 
of SAF, which was all sourced 
overseas, so the big thing with SAF 
is investment, time, policy and 
leadership - they are the criteria 
for SAFs success,” he said.

Alarmingly, he also shared how 
significant the lack of investment 
in biofuel production was.

“Between 2000 and 2019, this 
country invested $30 million in 
biofuel production - that’s it.

“Between 2020 and 2023, we 
invested $32 million in biofuels 
production - over the next five 

years, $250 million are earmarked 
for biofuel production, and $1.5 
billion is earmarked for low 
carbon fuels overall.” 

He suggested that as Australia 
starts to scale up production, 
commercial viability will follow, 
but that this is becoming an 
urgent matter now.

“Passenger traffic doubled 
over the last 20 years - over the 
next decade, we’re going to add 
another 40 million passengers, 
about 75% of these will be in the 
domestic market.” DF

MSC Cruises firms push for net-zero
MSC Cruises remains on track 

to achieve net-zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050 through 
a range of initiatives, according 
to its 2024 Sustainability Report.

Highlights of the study 
included the launch of an 
energy transition plan across 
the MSC Cruises and Explora 
Journeys fleets, which outline 
its emission reduction targets.

The company expects to cut 
50,000 tonnes of CO₂ emissions 
through fleetwide adoption 
of the OptiCruise and Oceanly 
Performance efficiency and 
itinerary planning solutions.

Over the year, MSC heavily 
increased the frequency of 
its ships connecting to shore 

power while in port from 44 in 
2023 to 142 instances in 2024.

The company said all new 
ships delivered since 2017 are 
equipped for shore power, with 
the line committed to using it at 
ports where it is available.

MSC has also pledged 
to continue investing in 
environmental initiatives at its 
private island destinations such 
as Ocean Cay.

Recent regenerative efforts in 
coral have enabled marine life 
to create new habitats.

The company said it is 
focused on scaling clean energy 
solutions, retrofitting older 
ships for shore power and 
transitioning clean energy use.

By Amber 
Wilson, Director 
of Sales AUNZ, 
HX Expeditions

AT HX 
Expeditions, 
sustainability 
is a shared 

commitment, driven by 
collaboration and real-world 
impact. Through purposeful 
partnerships, we are 
transforming bold ideas into 
lasting change.

In partnership with Ocean 
Bottle, we have helped remove 
more than 450,000 kilograms of 
ocean-bound plastic, supporting 
cleaner waterways and healthier 
ecosystems. 

We are also investing in the 
future of low-impact travel, 
working with 16 academic and 
technical partners to develop 
next-generation, low-noise 
propulsion systems that reduce 
disruption to marine life.

Sustainability extends across 
our operations - all HX ships 
are equipped with food waste 
management programs, and 
in 2023, we achieved a 22% 
reduction in food waste per 
guest. These improvements 
reflect our commitment to 
continuous progress.

Whether it’s through reducing 
waste or pioneering cleaner 
technologies, every step we take 
is focused on protecting the 
extraordinary places we visit. 

By working together with 
partners and guests, we are 
building a more responsible  
and resilient future for 
expedition travel.

Leading the way 
in responsible 
exploration 

Today’s Sustainability Matters is 
brought to you by  
HX EXPEDITIONS
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WE’RE HIRING 
Business Development Manager
Are you a driven sales professional looking for a new challenge? 
Join the Business Publishing Group, home to market-leading B2B 
titles including Travel Daily, Cruise Weekly and Pharmacy Daily. 

We’re on the lookout for a Business Development Manager who 
is confident, proactive, and motivated to deliver commercial 
success.

For more information and to apply CLICK HERE.

Advisors take a load off

FIVE busy travel advisors 
recently had the chance to switch 
off and relax during a visit to the 
RXV Wellness Village in Sampran 
and RAKxa Integrative Wellness in 
Bang Krachao, Thailand, courtesy 
of The Unique Tourism Collection.

Along with a retreat from their 
everyday routine and a chance 
to enlighten their minds through 
holistic wellness practices, 
the group enjoyed a range of 
activities designed to help relieve 
years of aches and professional 
stress on their bodies in line with 
RAKxa’s wellness philosophy.

Activities included yoga, pilates, 
tai chi, meditation, hydrotherapy, 
gut health, stress release and 
both medical and natural 
solutions incorporating Western 

and Oriental traditional therapies.
Agents enjoyed all meals during 

their stay, which are designed 
around each guest’s personal 
health objectives. ML

The group is pictured above and 
includes Linda Wells, Globetrotter 
Lifestyle Travel; Debra Carr, 
Helloworld Surrey Hills; Raelene 
D’Apoloti, Frequent Travel; Karen 
Hitchings, UTC; Nicolette Wijers, 
Frequency Flow CoLab; and 
Phornphan Kitsupee, RXV/RAKxa.

The Australian dollar is poised 
to rise, analysts are predicting, 
as weak jobs data from the 
United States weigh heavily on 
the USD.

The greenback has 
depreciated approximately 
1.5% since Fri, to return 64 
cents to the Australian dollar 
this morning.

The slide comes off the back 
of a disappointing American 
payrolls report from last 
month, which indicated an 
addition of only 73,000 jobs - a 
significant downward revision 
of 258,000 jobs reported from 
the previous two months.

US President Donald Trump 
came out firing, calling the 
numbers “rigged” and “phony”, 
before dismissing Bureau of 
Labor Statistics Commissioner 
Erika McEntarfer.

The USD’s loss is Australia’s 
gain though, with CommBank 
now predicting the local dollar 
will increase even further, 
potentially to as high as above 
65 cents this week.

Wholesale rates this morning.

US $0.646
UK £0.486
NZ $1.095
Euro €0.559
Japan ¥95.04
Thailand ß20.91
China ¥4.639
South Africa 11.58
Canada $0.890
Crude oil US$67.40

MONEY
WELCOME to Money, TD’s Tue 
feature on what the Australian 
dollar is doing.

AU$1 = US$0.646

Trade help for NT
Tourism NT and ATEC are 

launching the Distribution 
Development Program, which 
will help local tourism businesses 
build or expand their trade 
distribution strategy.

The program will offer access 
to trade events, 1:1 mentoring, 
workshops, valuable market 
insights, and more.

Submit an expression of interest 
by 08 Aug HERE.

BA’s £824m profit
British Airways delivered  

an operating profit of £824m  
(A$1,694m), up £269m (A$553m) 
compared to the same period in 
2024, according to International 
Airline Group’s H1 2025 financial 
results, which were announced 
this week.

“Despite external challenges 
during the first six months of 
the year, including weather 
disruption, ATC restrictions, 
geopolitical volatility and the 
Heathrow power outage in 
March, we have seen significant 
improvements in our operational 
performance, customer 
satisfaction, and resilience,” 
stated the airline on LinkedIn. 

“We are proud to see the 
continued results from our £7bn 
transformation programme, 
flying 19.4m mainline customers 
around the world so far this year 
and achieving some of our best-
ever punctuality results.”
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START USING RALLIO: 

Get started with Rallio
Rallio is a social media platform that offers Travel Agents like you a turn-key solution to quickly and 
easily post Silversea branded content to your Facebook and Instagram pages. It’s a great way to keep 
your followers engaged with the latest Silversea news and updates! Plus, you have complete control of 
your own call to action, which will be featured on your posts.

Benefits of using Rallio for Silversea

Trusted Partners. Authentic Experiences.

Auto-scheduled pre-made social media content with your own call-to-
action

Post content on Facebook and Instagram at the same time

Weekly content increases your digital presence, meaning more 
opportunities for clients to book a Silversea cruise

Respond to all clients' comments in one place

A list of pre-created posts are easily accessible for you to post manually 
if you choose to post more than once a week

VIDEO TUTURIALS AVAILABLE: 

Setting up your account  |  WATCH VIDEO 
Adjusting your content  |  WATCH VIDEO 
How to evaluate your business with Rallio    |  WATCH VIDEO

LEARN MORE ABOUT RALLIO: 

Download our step-by-step guide  |  DOWNLOAD GUIDE

1. Log in to silversea.rallio.com and get started!

RALLIO  
FOR SILVERSEA

SET IT AND FORGET IT

STAY TOP OF MIND WITH 
YOUR CLIENTS

EASINESS OF POSTING

INBOX MONITORING

PRE-CREATED POSTS LIBRARY
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BOOK YOUR CLIENTS TODAY

Big Adventures, 
Bigger Savings

Explore Antarctica 2025/26 &  
Save up to 40% off* select expeditions 

Travelling Solo: Enjoy No Single Supplement on all Antarctica 2025/26 & Arctic 2026 voyages*

Hurry Limited Time offer

*T&C’s apply

https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0yMTEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDUwODI1JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYXVyb3JhLWV4cGVkaXRpb25zLmNvbS9hdS9zcGVjaWFsLW9mZmVycy9hbnRhcmN0aWNhLW9mZmVycz91dG1fc291cmNlPWRpZ2l0YWxfYmFubmVycyZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPWRpc3BsYXkmdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREL0NXX0FOVDI1MjY=


BTTB TRAVEL
CONFERENCE, GALA
DINNER & AWARDS.

The 25th Annual

7-8
AUGUST

Royal Randwick
Racecourse,
Sydney

A TWO DAY DEEP DIVE INTO THE
TRAVEL CATEGORY

AwardsExpert Speakers
Gala Dinner Networking Opportunities

FREE BUYER TICKETS
FOR THE FIRST 100

BUYERS TO REGISTER

REGISTER NOW

Limited Exhibitor packages remain – contact deanna@pasa.net.au
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