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Today’s issue of TD
Travel Daily today features 

eight pages of latest breaking 
travel industry news, 
including a special feature 
from Wild Bush Luxury, 
our regular Luxury feature 
page, plus a full page from 
Celebrity Cruises.

Stuba. Curated hotels for travel agents.

Make 2026 the year your bookings work harder for you. With Stuba, every booking 
takes you one step closer to the top!

The more you book, the more entries you’ll earn into our weekly prize draws - and 
our grand Summit Prize draw at the end of the campaign.

Make any Stuba hotel booking between 02 February and 01 March 2026 to be 
automatically entered into our prize draws.

What’s up for grabs:

• Weekly prizes: 5x $200 Prezzee vouchers

• Summit Prize:  One lucky agent will win a $1000 Stuba accommodation 
voucher at the end of the campaign

Start your climb today – every booking counts! Book now on Stuba.com

The view’s better
from the top -

and Stuba helps you
get there. 

Contact 1300 749 875 or 
email reservations@windstar.com.au

*T&C’s apply, view offer to learn more

V I E W  O F F E R

M O R E  V A L U E . 
M O R E  I N C L U D E D .

FREE pre-cruise hotel night, Up 
to US$1,000 onboard credit 
& FREE All-Inclusive Package*

Onboard experiences bring the Rockies        
to life

• Regionally inspired meals perfectly 
complement the passing mountain scenery

• Expert hosts share stories that reveal the 
history, wildlife, and culture along the route

• Every curve, canyon, and glacier becomes 
part of an unforgettable journey

© Rocky Mountaineer

BOOK BY 10 FEB 2026

ROCKY MOUNTAINEER
EXPLORE IN 2026

PER
COUPLE 

SAVE UP TO

 $2,400
& BONUS OFFER

THINKING ABOUT BEING A 
MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR? 

GET OUR FREE GUIDE
DOWNLOAD

BARA’s double act
The Board of Airline 

Representatives of Australia 
(BARA) has made two new 
hires, with Chloe Kirkpatrick and 
Lindsay Hermes joining the team.

Appointed to the role of 
programme director airport 
planning commercial and 
facilitation, Kirkpatrick joins BARA 
with responsibility across airport 
planning, aeronautical policy, 
commercial frameworks, and 
operational facilitation.

Meanwhile, Hermes will 
serve as programme director 
communications industry and 
regulatory affairs, where he 
will be charged with steering 
engagement with its partners. MS

Unfazed by Euro changes
DESPITE some consternation 

from travellers around recent  
changes in entry protocols to 
the UK and Europe, Australian 
companies are not being deterred 
from taking business trips.  

New figures from Flight Centre 
Travel Group’s SME division, 
Corporate Traveller, showed 
bookings to the UK rose by 14% 
in the second half of 2025 when 
compared to the same period in 
the previous year.

The upward trajectory was 
achieved after the stricter rules 
that took effect in Jan 2025.

In its latest travel manager 
survey, Corporate Traveller found 
54% of businesses identified 
traveller education as the biggest 
hurdle with entry requirements - 
not the systems themselves.

“This is one of a number of 
modifications that have either 
just been introduced or are being 
rolled out in the coming months, 
but the data tells us something 
important - businesses recognise 
that travel to these regions 
remains essential,” Global MD 
Tom Walley (pictured) said.

“Entry requirements are 
becoming more complex, and 
they are evolving constantly.

“Companies that partner with 

a travel management company 
have someone keeping track of 
every update, ensuring travellers 
are not caught out.”

Alongside the introduction 
of the ETA in the UK, many 
Aussie travellers and agents 
have complained about the 
short turnaround to update new 
passports for dual citizens. AB

Because I’m happy
Take your clients to their happy 

place with Celebrity Cruises’ 
biggest sale of the year.

See page nine of today’s Travel 
Daily for more information.
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© Centara Grand Lagoon / Art Science Museum, Singapore

BOOK BY 27 FEB 2026

SINGAPORE & BEYOND
From Skyline Views to Ocean Blues

• Explore Singapore’s iconic attractions and 
luxury stays

• Unwind in the Maldives with white-sand 
beaches and crystal lagoons

• Perfect balance of adventure and relaxation 
in one itinerary

PER
COUPLE 

SAVE UP TO

 $1,400
I N C L U D E S

Ready to 
Grow as a 
Travel Consultant?

Keep your independence

Access premium tools, 
training & support

Powered by TBG

Scan QR code to
contact us today

A Division of the Travel Beyond Group

FROM

pp

8 DAYS | OVERLAND ADVENTURE 
FAMILY FRIENDLY | MIN. GROUP SIZE 4

LUXURY TANZANIA 
PRIVATE SAFARI

VIEW DEAL

PRICE PER PERSON TWIN SHARE | LAND ONLY

SURCHARGES MAY APPLY

$10,899

JOIN THE WEBINAR ON 12 FEB!

MULTI AWARD‑WINNING 
SPECIALISED TOUR OPERATOR 

FRANCE

Rex creditors get relief
The Australian Airports 

Association (AAA) has welcomed 
the opening of applications for 
regional and remote airports 
impacted by the voluntary 
administration of Rex Airlines to 
recoup outstanding debts.

The $5 million funding package 
is designed to assist unsecured 
Rex creditors, such as regional 
and remote airports, claim back 
outstanding bills of between 
$45,000 and $650,000.

AAA CEO Simon Westaway said 
it had been a “long and anxious 
wait” for many creditors left out 
of pocket when Rex spectacularly 
collapsed in mid-2024.

“These funding applications 
are an important step for 
[stakeholders] that carried 
financial risk to help keep 
essential air services operating 
during a highly uncertain period,” 
Westaway said.

“Throughout Rex’s 
administration, airports 
continued to provide critical 
infrastructure and services, 
carrying unpaid charges to keep 
essential air links operating.”

The AAA has also called for 
more financial support for 
regional airports in the upcoming 
Federal budget (TD 03 Feb). AB

Celestyal F1 cruises
Celestyal has announced new 

Doha and Abu Dhabi F1 sailings 
for this year.

The cruises will visit the two 
destinations’ Grands Prix on 27 
Nov and 04 Dec respectively, 
allowing cruisers to take in the 
entire race weekend. MS

Kick with Vancouver 
Destination Vancouver is 

offering travel professionals two 
exclusive famil spots to a FIFA 
World Cup game in the city.

Eligible winners will be drawn 
from those who complete the 
Vancouver Specialist Program by 
28 Feb - CLICK HERE for info. MS

Riverside changes
Riverside Luxury Cruises 

has joined The Mint Partners 
portfolio, with the creative 
and communications agency 
to provide public relations 
representation for the German 
brand in Australia. 

The cruise line’s commercial 
local sales & marketing 
representative Susie Coughlin 
exited the business last week. MS

TAAP to 
Win a Hong 
Kong Escape

Book Hong Kong 
by 30th April 2026 

using Expedia TAAP to 
Win Flights & Nights!

Learn more
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For full terms and conditions visit RSSC.com/Upgrade-Your-Horizon

 FEATURED VOYAGE 

Nobody Does It Better™ than Regent Seven Seas Cruises®.  

For a limited time, your clients can enjoy a FREE 2-Category Suite Upgrade 

and a Low 7.5% Deposit, plus Up to 30% Off select sailings. All whilst sailing  

in unrivalled luxury. Secure their upgraded suite by 28 February 2026.

FREE 2-CATEGORY SUITE UPGRADE*

and A LOW 7.5% DEPOSIT  
ACROSS ALL DESTINATIONS

plus UP TO 30% OFF SELECT SAILINGS

UPGRADE  
your HORIZON

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

• •

•
•

•

•
•

•

TÓRSHAVN 
(FAROE ISLANDS)

KIRKWALL 
(ORKNEY ISLANDS)

LIVERPOOL

LONDONDERRY

BELFAST

OSLO

DUBLIN
(DÚN LAOGHAIRE)

CORK (COBH) AMSTERDAM

BRUGES
(ZEEBRUGGE)

MANDAL

STAVANGER

BERGEN

ÅLESUND

GEIRANGER
(GEIRANGERFJORD)

LERWICK 
(SHETLAND ISLANDS)

GLASGOW (GREENOCK)

UP TO  
15% 
OFF

DOWNLOAD TOOLKIT

SPOTLIGHT 
ON WHISKY
Seven Seas Grandeur®

OSLO TO AMSTERDAM
8 SEP 2026  |  19 NIGHTS  |  100 EXCURSIONS

ALL-INCLUSIVE CRUISE FARE  WAS NOW

DELUXE VERANDA from....AU$31,290pp AU$27,226pp 

Summer 2026
100% Guaranteed

MULTI AWARD‑WINNING 
SPECIALISED TOUR 

OPERATOR 

SMALL GROUP EUROPE AN TOURS

Hurry for the USA
Registrations are closing 

for the Visit USA Expo Series on 
13 Feb, an event that will feature 
over 60 US exhibitors.

The event will provide expert 
travel insights and ample 
opportunities for networking.

Brisbane takes place on 23 Feb 
at Intercontinental Brisbane, at 
Centrepiece at Melbourne Park 
on 24 Feb, and the Fullerton 
Hotel Sydney on 25 Feb. 

All expos will run from 6-8.30pm  
- find registration info HERE. JB

SYD gets the chop
HAVE you ever rushed to 

the airport to get your flight to 
Sydney for an important meeting 
and forgot to shave? 

Sydney International Airport T1 
has the solution for you, with the 
opening of The Barber’s Lounge 
for a quick trim or more before 
you head to the city. 

Located in arrivals, The Barber’s 
Lounge brings classic grooming 
and modern style together for 
travellers who want to look and 
feel their best the moment they 
land in Sydney.

The new outlet features expert 
service in a calm, contemporary 
space designed for the modern 
traveller and is open 8.30am to 
7pm daily. DF

QF sells out of Asian carrier 
Qantas and Japan Airlines 

(JAL) have agreed in principle for 
the Aussie carrier to divest its 
33.32% stake in Jetstar Japan (TD 
breaking news yesterday).

The agreement is expected 
to be reached in Jul 2026 and 
completed by Jun 2027, with 
Qantas confirming there will be 
no change to the shareholding 
or governance structure until an 
agreement is formally signed.

Qantas Group also stressed 
that there would not be any 
impacts to its Qantas or Jetstar 
international services between 
Australia and Japan, nor its 
codeshare deals with JAL.

The divested equity will be 
acquired by a new Japanese-
based ownership structure, which 
a joint release to the market 
stated would set the Asian 
airline up for its next phase of 
accelerated growth.

“We’re confident the new 
ownership structure will 

deliver greater value to 
customers, benefitting from the 
Development Bank of Japan’s 
domestic and international 
aviation knowledge and industry 
expertise, as well as their strong, 
long-standing relationships with 
national and regional tourism 
bodies,” Qantas CEO Vanessa 
Hudson said.

Other stakeholders in Jetstar 
Japan include JAL (50%) and 
Tokyo Century (16.68%). 

The latest move follows Qantas 
Group’s decision in Jun last year 
to shut down its Jetstar Asia (3K) 
brand (TD 11 Jun 2025). 

That move was undertaken to 
refocus resources on the Aussie 
market, with industry observers 
suggesting the latest call was 
made for similar reasons. AB

Cambodia subbed in 
G Adventures has changed 

the host country for its upcoming 
GX Summit in Sep, ditching 
Morocco for Cambodia.

 The operator said the decision 
reflected GX’s mission to support 
destinations where tourism can 
have the greatest impact.

G said Morocco has already 
enjoyed significant tourism 
success in recent years. AB
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Travel Daily Training Academy 

Help Travel Advisors 
discover your destination

CLICK HERE FOR AN INFO PACK

Europe River Cruising 2027
15 Day Cruise with FREE ECONOMY FLIGHTS from only $7,545pp*

*Terms and Conditions Apply

Discover Okinawa
LinkD Tourism is hosting 

another edition of its ‘Discover 
Okinawa’ webinar series on 
18 Feb at 1pm AEDT, exploring 
traditional Ryukyu culture and 
immersive experiences. 

The webinar will be joined by 
reps of Scoot to discuss its new 
service between Singapore and 
Japan’s southernmost prefecture 
(TD 13 Aug 2025). 

All registered to attend will be 
in the chance to win a gift card or 
merch pack - register HERE. JB

Walshe Group marks 50 
Travel consultancy The 

Walshe Group has celebrated 50 
years of operations this week. 

As part of its anniversary 
celebrations, the group will be 
running events all year long in the 
form of industry engagements, 
partner celebrations, and internal 
events, acknowledging the efforts 
of its team across the globe. 

Further details on the event 
schedule are yet to be revealed. 

The anniversary events will 
also be a big factor in shaping 
the group’s future mission and 
strategy, the company said.

“While this is a moment to 
reflect on our history, it is equally 
about the future,” said Jacqui 
Walshe, CEO and managing 
director of The Walshe Group. 

“Our focus remains on 
delivering value for our partners, 
investing in our people, and 
contributing positively to the 
future of tourism for the next 50 
years and beyond.”

The company has grown from a 
start-up into a globally recognised 
business operating in several 
different markets. JB

A well read voyage
Chimu Adventures is inviting 

scholarly travellers aboard Ocean 
Nova for its newly unveiled 
Frozen Chapters: A Literary 
Retreat to Antarctica sailing.

The 13-day trip will depart 25 
Nov from Ushuaia with three 
renowned Australian authors on 
board, Jane Caro (pictured), Jock 
Serong and Hilde Hinton.

They will provide writing 
workshops and participate in 
writing panels and a book club. 

While enjoying the literary 
activities on board, guests will sail  
through the Antarctic Peninsula, 
visit the South Shetland Islands & 
take part in research programs. 

Prices start at $13,848 for a 
quad-berth cabin, and is capped 
at 80 passengers. JB/AB 

Scotland is preparing to 
introduce a new fleet of trains 
for travellers next year, but 
mock-up logo designs for the 
locomotives have sent a few 
people off the rails.

At the Rail in Scotland 
conference in Edinburgh, 
numerous images generated 
by AI were presented, 
with one bearing a striking 
resemblance to extremist 
group, Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists (pictured).

“Don’t use horrible text-to-
image AI slop instead of paying 
actual designers,” sniped one 
aggrieved user online. AB

Window
Seat
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Exploration for those 
who crave adventure

Up to 35% off*

Book your adventure today

*T&C’s apply

Discover Antarctica, the Arctic & Beyond with the experts

Join us as we mark 35 years of unforgettable moments, at our upcoming Agent Bring Client events
Register Now

Learn more about NZ
TOURISM New Zealand will run 

a webinar on 12 Feb for travel 
agents selling leisure trips across 
the ditch. 

Guest speakers include Darryl 
Wilson of Wilson’s Abel Tasman, 
which specialises in guided 
coastal walks, kayaking and multi-
day adventures, as well as Amy 
Mace from wholesaler ANZCRO. 

Register to attend here. JB

Air NZ promotes Boyer
Air New Zealand has appointed 

Kate Boyer (pictured) to the 
role of chief operations officer, 
ground and inflight, replacing 
Alex Marren who retires from the 
position at the end of Mar.

Boyer has been general 
manager of airports since Nov 
2022, where the carrier said she 
led a major turnaround in ops.

Among her duties will be 
overseeing cabin operations, 
including inflight service delivery such as catering, cabin crew 

training, and safety compliance.
“Kate has run an impressive 

two-year transformation program 
to turn around the airport 
portfolio, lifting operational 
and customer performance and  
strengthening culture and safety,” 
said CEO Nikhil Ravishankar.

Meanwhile, from late Mar, 
Mike Williams will move to the 
role of chief operations officer, 
technical operations, looking after 
engineering, maintenance and 
supply chain functions. AB

from Dean Long, CEO
ATIA UPDATE

This week, I’ll 
be heading to 
Perth as part of 
the Australian 
delegation for 
the 11th Australia 

- Japan Tourism 
Dialogue. 

It’s an 
excellent 
opportunity 

to connect with senior Japanese 
leaders to explore ways we can 
enhance the value of Australians 
travelling to Japan, while also 
reinvigorating the nation as a must-
visit destination for Australians.

Japan has been a powerhouse 
destination over the last two years, 
boasting the most favourable 
exchange rates in a generation. 

It has long held a special place 
at the top of Australia’s travel 
bucket list for its unique culture and 
fantastic ski experience.

This event also marks Robin 
Mack’s first major international 
engagement with the industry since 
becoming managing director of 
Tourism Australia. 

Robin has been great to work 
with in his 13 years with Tourism 
Australia and recognises the 
importance of the work our 
members do including the role of 

connection of in and outbound 
tourism.

I’m looking forward to discussing 
ATIA’s collaborative work with 
regional governments, including 
our Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with Fukushima, which I 
signed alongside Governor Uchibori 
in May last year. 

This MOU represents a 
commitment to strengthening 
efforts to attract and send 
travellers, through joint promotion 
of Japan and Fukushima. 

In Nov, we held our first trade 
famils, a fantastic step forward in 
growing trade engagement with 
this great destination.

From conversations with our 
members, there’s a growing 
interest in encouraging repeat 
visitors to explore Japan beyond 
the traditional hotspots of Tokyo, 
Kyoto, and Osaka. While it is  a 
challenge to raise awareness 
of what these lesser-known 
destinations can offer, working 
collaboratively with regions such 
as Fukushima allows us to foster 
deeper connections with Japan.

This approach also helps address 
the increasing pressures of over-
tourism in the major cities, ensuring 
a richer and more sustainable travel 
experience for all.
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Storytelling and connection in NT 
With limited places available, 

Wild Tastes of the Top End with 
James Viles is designed for 
travellers who value storytelling, 
connection and a sense of place. 

Paired seamlessly with 
Darwin or Kakadu itineraries, 

the experience offers agents a 
distinctive way to present the 
Top End.

These include through 
food, landscapes and shared 
moments that linger long after 
the journey ends.

Content produced 
in collaboration with 
Wild Bush Luxury

On the edge of Kakadu 
National Park, where floodplains 
stretch wide, and wildlife sets the 
pace of each day, Bamurru Plains 
offers a rare sense of immersion 
in Australia’s Top End. 

It is here among the wetlands 
of the beautiful Mary River that 
acclaimed Australian chef James 
Viles returns in Apr 2026 for the 
next chapter of Wild Tastes of the 
Top End.

Running from 27 to 30 Apr 
2026, the limited-date experience 
invites guests to slow down and 
reconnect - not just with food, 
but with the landscape that 
produces it. 

Hosted by Wild Bush Luxury, 
the experience blends foraging, 
native ingredients and open-fire 
cooking with Bamurru Plains’ 
signature safari-style hospitality. 

For agents, it presents a 

compelling Top End story 
grounded in place, seasonality 
and authenticity.

Each edition of Wild Tastes of 
the Top End is shaped by the 
season and local environment, 
ensuring no two experiences are 
ever the same. The sense of rarity 
adds to its appeal for travellers 
seeking something distinctive.

Wild Tastes of the Top End with 
James Viles returns in 2026

A culinary journey awaits you
At the heart of Wild Tastes 

of the Top End is James Viles’ 
belief that cooking begins 
long before the plate. Rather 
than focusing solely on fine 
dining, the experience centres 
on the journey of sourcing, 
understanding and preparing 
ingredients. Guests spend their 
days exploring the floodplains 
with guides, and learning about 
native produce and traditional 
techniques, before evenings 
unfold through a variety of 
dining styles. From shared feasts 
to degustation-style menus, 

each night showcases seasonal 
ingredients drawn directly from 
the region.

Between culinary moments, 
Bamurru Plains’ guided safaris, 
airboat cruises and wildlife 
encounters provide balance 
and depth, creating a layered 
experience that feels both 
indulgent and grounded. The 
experience offers a strong 
narrative-led product with fixed 
dates and limited availability, 
ideal for clients seeking 
immersive, meaningful travel in 
remote Australia.

xxxxx Megabanner

Wednesday 4th Feb 2026

WILD TASTES OF  
THE TOP END WITH 

Offer your guests an unforgettable 4-day 
culinary retreat in the heart of the Top End, 
guided by celebrated chef James Viles.

FIND OUT MORE

James Viles
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Luxury Wednesday 4th February 2026
luxury@traveldaily.com.au

Websites that engage.
Service that delivers.
Big agency thinking. Small agency care. 

New paradise on offer for luxury Bali travellers 
Paradisus by Melia Bali 

has officially opened, marking 
the debut of Melia Hotels 
International’s luxury all-
inclusive brand in Indonesia, 
and the first Paradisus resort 
in Asia. 

Located in Nusa Dua, the 
southern coast of Bali, the 
resort brings “an elevated, 
experience-led, approach to 
all-inclusive travel, centred on 
rest, connection and personal 
wellbeing”, the hotel stated. 

Gabriel Escarrer Jaume, 
chairman & CEO, Melia Hotels 
International added, “Bali 
holds a special place in Melia’s 
history, having been home to 
our first international hotel in 

Asia over four decades ago.
“Today, we are proud to see 

that legacy evolve with the 
opening of Paradisus by Melia 
Bali, the first Paradisus in the 
region, located within one of 
the island’s most established 
beachfront destinations.”

The resort features 492 luxury 
suites, including seven private 
garden villas, and overlooks the 
Indian Ocean. DF

MSC reimagines the marina for Miami F1 race

Renderings of the MSC 
Yacht Club experience, 
presented by MSC Cruises 
(pictured) have surfaced prior 
to it featuring at the Miami F1 
weekend across 01-03 May.

Inspired by MSC’s ‘ship-
within-a-ship’ concept and 
located inside turns five to 

nine, the hospitality precinct 
resembles a super yacht and 
will measure approximately 
80m in length, 29m in width, 
and be 15m tall at its peak. 

At the heart of the experience 
is a culinary program curated by 
Bagatelle that will keep guests 
fed the entire weekend. DF

Four Seasons signals strategic expansion 
Luxury accommodation 

group Four Seasons has flagged 
strategic expansion across 
multiple destinations and projects 
as it celebrates its 65th birthday 
this year. 

Operating 135 hotels and 
resorts and 61 residences in 47 
countries around the globe, the 
company took the opportunity to  
announce its next chapter would 
be defined by strategic expansion, 
focusing on the destinations 
where it believed it could elevate 
the local luxury offering and 
contribute long-term.

In the Americas, Four Seasons 
will continue to expand with Four 
Seasons Hotel and Residences 
Cartagena, while in Europe Four 
Seasons Hotel Mykonos will be 
the company’s second property 
in Greece and The Park Gstaad, A 
Four Seasons Hotel, will introduce 

the company to the Swiss Alps.
Asia Pacific and the Middle East 

will also see multiple openings 
while it will return to Brazil in Rio 
de Janeiro at Leblon Beach.

Its yacht, Four Seasons I, will 
also set sail this year while 
the private jet experience will 
continue to grow its itineraries. 

“Personalised service, delivered 
with warmth and authenticity, is 
our most enduring advantage,” 
said Alejandro Reynal, president 
and CEO, Four Seasons.  

“Our deeply embedded culture 
has enabled Four Seasons to 
expand, evolve, and inspire 
guests across generations.  

“As we look ahead, we 
remain focused on growing 
with intention, protecting what 
makes Four Seasons special, 
while continuing to introduce 
exceptional products and 
experiences that elevate the 
moments we create for our 
employees, guests, residents, and 
partners,” Reynal added. DF

Andaz Shanghai open
Andaz Shanghai ITC has 

opened its doors this week, 
offering travellers a luxurious 
stay in the Chinese city’s 
famous heritage district.

Featuring 267 rooms and 
suites, highlights of the 
property include the latest 
high-tech appliances and spa-
like bathrooms, as well as a 
gym built on the principles of 
privacy and exclusivity.

There are also three 
culinary options to choose 
from, including a rooftop 
bar offering patrons tea-
infused cocktails and Chinese 
fashion-themed decor.

A European and 
Shanghainese deli and wine 
bar called the The West 
Wing is available as well, in 
addition to buffet-style dining 
at The East Wing. AB
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AA pays its flighties
American Airlines has 

started compensating cabin crew 
stranded in airport terminals and 
hotels across the US in the wake 
of Winter Storm Fern. 

The airline reported the storm 
as the largest weather-related 
disruption in its history with over 
9,000 flights being cancelled. JB

Diveplanit Down Under

Dive travel wholesaler 
Diveplanit has sent seven North 
American dive club managers on 
a 12-night famil to Cairns, the 
Great Barrier Reef and Fiji. 

Highlights of the Far North 
Queensland leg of the famil 
included the Daintree Rainforest, 
Mandingalbay Indigenous Cultural 
Tours, as well as three nights 
aboard the Spirit of Freedom, 
in which the bulk of the scuba 
diving experience occurred.

The Fiji leg focused on resort-
based diving at Waidroka Bay 
Resort and Volivoli Beach Resort.

Using Diveplanit’s packages, 
each of the managers have 
committed to providing bookings 
of between 10 to 20 divers, with 
one manager reporting a booking 
of 24 divers. 

“Dive travel can be complex to 
package, which is why we work 
closely with travel agents to 
provide commissionable, end-to-
end solutions that make it easy to 
sell,” said Deborah Dickson-Smith, 
business development manager 
at Diveplanit.

 “This program shows how 
Cairns and the Great Barrier Reef 

can be packaged confidently 
for North American clients, 
with strong demand already 
confirmed,” she added.

Diveplanit’s famil was supported 
by Tourism Tropical North 
Queensland and Fiji Airways 
which provided flights. JB

SIA returns to Riyadh
Singapore Airlines will launch 

flights to Riyadh in Saudi Arabia 
from Jun, operating four times a 
week using an A350-900.

The move marks the carrier’s 
return to the Middle Eastern 
city after more than a decade, 
and coincides with Saudi Arabia 
rapidly scaling up its air capacity 
for tourism purposes. JB

ACCOMMODATION
Send your accommodation updates to: 

accomupdates@traveldaily.com.au

 Paradisus by Melia has opened in Bali’s 
Nusa Dua region. The resort includes 492 
luxury suites including seven private 
gardem villas, all of which provide an 
all-inclusive offering including dining across 
all eight restaurants, daily poolside snacks, 

24-hour room service, mini bar and discounted alcoholic beverages. 
Menus on offer include local cuisine as well as Spanish, South American, 
Middle-Eastern and Japanese. 

The first Radisson individual property has 
opened in APAC with LIME Resort Bohol 
on Panglao Island in the Philippines. The 
85-villa resort includes private balconies, 
rain showers, smart TVs and minibars. 
Some villas also include plunge pools and 

panoramic glass fronts. There are three main gastronomic concepts 
including the main restaurant Larder serving both Filipino and 
Southeast Asian cuisine, the pool bar Bar Paloma, as well as the Sunset 
Lounge with cocktails and light snacks. 

 Valpas has opened the Black Sand Hotel 
in Iceland’s Ölfus region, 57km from 
Reykjavik. The 70 room property claims to 
be the only bed-bug-free hotel in the 
country, allowing guests to relax without 
any disruptions or chemical-heavy 

reactions. It also includes a restaurant and a spa, as well as access to 
the volcanic landscape of Iceland’s South Coast. 

Reservations are now open for Danieli, A 
Four Seasons Hotel in Venice. The hotel is 
located on the laguna waterfront on the 
famous Riva degli Schiavoni, just steps 
from Piazza San Marco. It will open with 
120 rooms and suites with expansion set to 

occur in 2027, and two main dining concepts including Restaurant 
Terrazza Danieli and Bar Dandolo. 

  The Brighton Hotel Sydney from the 
MGallery Collection is set to fully open this 
month after being soft-launched late last 
year. The hotel holds 307 rooms including 
designer suites with private balconies, as 
well as an outdoor pool and beach club 

inspired by Greek culture. The main restaurant also leans into this with 
Ammos Brighton led by Greek-Australian chef Peter Conistis.
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*Based on highest number of sailings available. Cruise must be booked by 06/04/26, valid on select sailings departing 03/02/26 – 10/5/28 & 9+night Alaska Cruise tours on Celebrity Summit departing 07/05/27 – 03/09/27. Up to 75% 
off 2nd guest & up to $1000 Savings Offer is for non-refundable fares, new, individual bookings at standard and prevailing rates. 75% is off nonrefundable fares on 2nd guest in the same stateroom as first full fare guest. Other T&C’s 

apply, visit celebrity.com/au.

VISIT THECELEBRITYCOMMITMENT.COM.AU  
CALL 1800 965 874

TA K E  YOU R  C L I E N T S  TO  T H E I R 
H A P PY  P L AC E  W I T H  O U R 

B I G G E S T  S A L E  O F  T H E  Y E A R
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