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SALE

FLY FREE, FLIGHT UPGRADE OR
SAVE UP TO $5,000 PER COUPLE

THE CHOICE FLY FREE @ UPGRADE @@ SAILFOR
IS YOURS ECONOMY CLASS BUSINESS CLASS AIRFARE CREDIT LESS

Viking's Explorer Sale is here. For a limited time, clients can choose from
exclusive offers valued at up to AU$5,000 per couple, including a free
economy-class flight, an upgrade to business class with an airfare credit,
or savings on their cruise fare. These offers are available until sold out
on select 2026-2028 river, ocean and expedition voyages.

Fly Free Economy up to AU$5,000 per couple (OLB Code FFE25)
Or Business Class Airfare Credit up to AU$5,000 per couple (OLB Code FFB25)
Or Save $5,000 per couple on cruise only fares (OLB Code CRU25)

OCEAN & EXPEDITION

Companion Flies Free Economy up to AU$2,500 per couple (OLB Code CFE25)
Or Business Class Airfare Credit up to AU$2,500 per couple (OLB Code CFB25)
Or Save $2,500 per couple on cruise only fares (OLB Code CRX25)

*Terms and conditions apply.

BOOK ONLINE & DOWNLOAD MARKETING ASSETS AT VIKING.COM/ADVISOR

OR CALL 138 747 TO SPEAK TO OUR LOCAL CRUISE RESERVATIONS TEAM
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Today's issue of TD

Travel Daily today features

six pages of industry news,
A NEW open skies agreement

signed between Australia and
Peru this week (TD 07 Jan)
represents an “incredible
opportunity” for outbound and
inbound travel for both countries,
according to Contours Travel
director Heather Poppelier.

“Peru is a hugely popular
destination for Australians
travelling to South America, and is
only growing,” Poppelier told TD.

“Contours Travel experienced
a 19% increase in passenger
numbers to Peru from 2023/24 to
2024/25 and we are thrilled that

including our Business Events
News, plus a cover wrap from
Viking and a full page from
Inspiring Vacations.

Princess Nth Euro

PRINCESS Cruises will ramp
up its Northern Europe program
in summer 2027, with the
line to offer 48 voyages to 54
destinations across 18 countries
from Apr through Aug.

Regal, Majestic, Sky, and
Caribbean Princess will sail from
homeports in Southampton,
England; Copenhagen,
Denmark; Reykjavik, Iceland;
Helsinki, Finland; as well as Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

The lineup includes the 64-day
‘Ultimate European Journey’
and the 49-day ‘Northern
Europe Explorer’, with both
itineraries sailing roundtrip from
Southampton or Copenhagen.

HA picks a date

HAWAIIAN Airlines has
confirmed it will join the
oneworld alliance in Apr, 10
months after confirming the
switch was in the pipeline (TD 12
Mar 2025) following its merger
with Alaska Airlines.

Sk¥’s the limit for Peru

travel to Peru may soon be made
even easier.

“We hope that the open skies
agreement will encourage more
Australians to consider Peru for
the first time or return to uncover
more of its wonders.”

The agreement eliminates
operational restrictions on
where airlines can fly, how often,
what aircraft can be used, and
provides a clearer commercial
runway to form codeshares with
third-country carriers.

Presently there is no direct air
link between Australia and Peru,
with Qantas flying to Santiago
from SYD/MEL and offering
connecting flights via LATAM.

Aussies can also now connect
to Argentina via AKL with MU,
transferring to Peru from Buenos
Aires (TD 18 Sep 2025). AB/JB
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Explore good deals

VIKING is giving clients the
choice between free flights, a
flight upgrade, or savings of up to
$5,000 per couple, as part of its
Explorer Sale - find out more on
the cover page.

Save 15% on tours

INSPIRING Vacations is offering
15% off small group tours for one
day only.

The sale includes itineraries
such as the 26-day ‘Inspiring
South America’ tour - see the
back page for details.

Seamless in Tahiti

THE Islands of Tahiti’s
international and domestic
airlines, Air Tahiti Nui and Air
Tahiti, have entered into a
codeshare agreement.

From 02 Jun, Air Tahiti Nui will
apply its TN code to selected
domestic flights, offering visitors
to the destination a simplified
booking and travel experience.

UPGRADE
YOUR EXPERIENCE

CHOICE OF UNLIMITED WINE,
BEER & SPIRITS OR DOUBLE
SHORE EXCURSION CREDIT

PLUS UP TO 30% OFF
& REDUCED DEPOSITS

YOUR WORLD INCLUDED™
All Speciality Dining
Shipboard Gratuities

Unlimited WiFi

plus choice of:
Complimentary Wine & Beer

or Shore Excursions Credit

OCEANIA

YOUR WORLD. YOUR WAY.®

THE FINEST CUISINE AT SEA®. AWARD-WINNING ITINERARIES. SMALL SHIP LUXURY™.
VISIT OCEANIACRUISES.COM OR CALL 1300 355 200 (AU), 0800 625 691 (NZ)

DOWNLOAD TOOLKIT

*Terms and conditions apply. Enticing Europe Offer expires on 1 November 2025. Visit OceaniaCruises.com for complete Terms & Conditions.
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TRAVEL is set to continue to be
the biggest savings motivator for
Aussies in 2026, according to new
research from Money.com.au.

The nationally representative
survey found that nearly half
(46%) of Australians included
saving for a holiday among their
financial goals for 2026, making
travel the most commonly cited
budget priority for the second
year in a row.

Squirrelling cash away for a
holiday beat out other major
saving priorities, including
building an emergency fund
(42%), saving for retirement
(35%) and buying a home (26%).

“Most people can realistically
plan for, budget toward and
genuinely look forward to an
overseas trip within a year, so it’s

CCL focuses on Aus

CARNIVAL Cruise Line
(CCL) remains unshaken in its
commitment to local sailings, as
other brands around the sector
continue to emphasise fly-cruise.

Assistant vice president sales &
marketing Anton Loeb told Travel
Daily’s sister title Cruise Weekly
these local sailings will continue
to be its priority, as opposed to
using them to promote more
lucrative voyages overseas.

“If you look at our commitment
here to this market and the team
that’s set up here, this would be
our key priority, to ensure we do
well with the four ships that are
based here,” he explained.

Read the full story in CW.

GLOBUS

Thursday 8th January 2026

Have your own brand but need
support for your business?
See how we can be your best partner in travel.
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no wonder it remains a strong
priority for Australians, even as
cost-of-living pressures continue,”
said Money.com.au’s finance
expert, Sean Callery.
“Our research shows that
it takes Aussies, on average,
about eight months to save for
a holiday, which shows travel is
something people are prepared
to invest time and planning into.”
Callery also pointed out
that travel experiences are
increasingly being valued in the
same way traditional milestones
once were, particularly for the
younger generations. JM

Unscripted Vietnam

UNSCRIPTED by Hyatt has
made its debut outside of the
US, with the independent hotel
collection welcoming Vietnamese
hotel brand Wink.

Six Wink properties now
operate under Unscripted by
Hyatt, including Saigon Centre,

Danang Centre, Danang Riverside,

Tuy Hoa Beach, Can Tho Centre,
and Hai Phong Centre.
A seventh property, Wink Hanoi

Westlake, will open later this year.

A

COSMOosS ZWALON

WATERWAYS

MEET OUR CRUISE
& TOUR DIRECTORS

Join us for an unforgettable evening with our Tour & River Cruise Directors.
Discover insider tips on day-to-day operations, sightseeing must-do's,
and local highlights that will elevate your clients’ travel experiences.

RSVP HERE TO SECURE YOUR SPOT! SPACES ARE LIMITED

LOW-VISION tour provider
Cocky Guides will be one of the
charities to benefit from the
Illawarra Folk Club Charity night.

The funds raised from the night
will go towards Cocky Guides so
that it can continue to deliver
multi-sensory travel experiences
for those who are either blind or
have low vision.

Taking place on 15 Feb at the
Bulli Showground, the event will
include acts from a variety of folk
artists in the Illawarra region.

“The lllawarra Folk Festival has
a long history of bringing people
together through music,and
we’re incredibly proud to be
part of that spirit,” said James
McFarlane, founder and director
of Cocky Guides.

“This partnership helps us
continue creating inclusive
tourism and cultural experiences,
ensuring people who are blind
or have low vision can fully
participate in events like this and
feel genuinely welcome.” JB

Delta bets on Vegas

DELTA Air Lines has opened
the SKY360° Club, a new Delta
Sky Club located in Las Vegas
entertainment venue, Sphere.

The luxe new space offers Delta
SkyMiles members premium
experiences during Sphere
events, and features leather
banquettes, mood lighting, and
food and beverage areas.

SkyMiles members can use
their frequent flier miles to bid
on packages that include tickets
to events and concerts at Sphere,
with access to the club included.

The lounge is part of a larger
partnership that Delta has
announced with Sphere, making
it the official airline of the
entertainment venue.

info@traveldaily.com.au

1300 799 220

www.traveldaily.com.au
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A Bangkok landmark

RADISSON Hotel Group
has opened its new landmark
property in Thailand, Radisson
Hotel Chateau de Bangkok.

The 30-year-old building, located
in one of Bangkok’s most upscale
districts, has been fully refreshed
and rebranded to appeal to both
business and leisure travellers.

Chateau de Bangkok features
178 guest rooms, three culinary
concepts, flexible event spaces,
fitness centre, spa room, and an
outdoor pool.

The hotel’s dining options
include a coffee shop, a Thai-
French fusion restaurant, and a
rooftop bar.

Chateau de Bangkok is located
40 minutes from Suvarnabhumi
Airport and 30 minutes from Don
Mueang International.

EMERALD®

CRUISES & TOURS

Europe River
Cruising 2027

15 Day Cruise with
FREE FLIGHTS
from only

*Terms and Conditions Apply

CLICKTO VIEW
OFFERS >

Discover Italy
with Travel Daily
Training Academy |
-8

Click here to
discover more

X
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Oceania goes kids-free

OCEANIA Cruises has formally
transitioned to an adults-only
luxury line, announcing overnight
that bookings from 17 Jan now
prohibit guests aged under 18
from boarding its ships.

The NCLH-owned brand has
made clear that all existing
reservations for children made
prior to the cut-off date will
be fully honoured, ensuring a
seamless policy transition.

Oceania’s rationale for making
the shift is the pursuit of a more
peaceful atmosphere on board
after receiving feedback from its
repeat customers.

“Our guests have consistently
shared that the tranquil
environment aboard our ships is
one of the primary reasons they
return time and time again,” said
Jason Montague, chief luxury
officer fore the cruise line.

“By transitioning to an
adults-only experience, we are
enhancing the very essence of
the Oceania Cruises journey -
one defined by sophistication,
serenity and discovery.”

In making the decision, Oceania
also canvassed the opinions of
experienced travel partners and
new-to-brand guests, finding that
people are seeking a “serene
atmosphere, sophisticated service
and unhurried pace” on board.

CA sells Cathay shares

AIR China is selling a portion of
its shareholding in Cathay Pacific
for HKS$1.3 billion (approximately
AS$250 million).

Morgan Stanley is managing the
divestment, with the 108 million
shares sold amounting to around
a 1.6% stake, expected to be
completed this week.

The divestment reduces Air
China’s shareholding in Hong
Kong'’s flag carrier from 28.7%
to 27.1%, and is a precursor to
Cathay’s planned off-market
share buyback of 643 million
shares currently held by Qatar
Airways Group.

While children only made up a
small percentage of its booked
guests, Oceania’s decision further
demarcates its brand proposition
from competitors who do
accept minors on board, such as
Azamara and Royal Caribbean
Group’s Celebrity Cruises. AB

Half-price Vietjet

VIETJET is offering 50% off base
fares on flights between Australia
and Vietnam from 13-15 Jan, by
entering promo code VIKY when
booking on the airline’s website
or mobile app.

The sale celebrates the carrier’s
partnership with Australian tennis
tournament, Kooyong Classic
2026, which will also see Vietjet
offer on-site promotions, fan
activations and giveaways at its
booth throughout the event.

Luft adopts Ama

LUFTHANSA Group has
selected Amadeus as a key
technology provider, with nine
airlines from the group to adopt
the software company’s Nevio Al
modular solutions.

Austrian Airlines, Brussels
Airlines, Lufthansa, Swiss and
more will use the tech to deliver
better personalised offers to
travellers, as well as to support
more efficient operations.

Lufthansa Group is also expected
to become the first airline group
to adopt Amadeus Delivery
Management, a key module that
is designed to transform the
traveller experience and flight
operations, with capabilities such
as fulfilment tracking.

o]
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Em Window
™ Seat

A MAN has found himself
under fire on the internet for
letting his tired girlfriend doze
off on the shoulder of the
stranger seated beside her for
the entire flight.

In a viral TikTok, the woman
said that instead of waking
her up, her boyfriend found it
amusing and took a photo of
her in the awkward position.

This also left her seatmate
feeling uncomfortable, who
she later overheard saying was
the “worst flight ever”.

Users have come to the
woman’s aid, criticising her
partner for his lack of action.

EMERALD®

CRUISES & TOURS

Europe River
Cruising 2027

15 Day Cruise with
FREE FLIGHTS
from only

*Terms and Conditions Apply
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Philo carrier presses pause

ROYAL Air Philippines has
temporarily suspended all
commercial flight operations.

While the Chinese-backed
budget airline did not provide a
reason for the decision, or specify
when flights would resume, it
said it was prioritising refunds.

The suspension mostly affects
Taiwan’s outbound travel market,
as it cuts off the only direct air
link between Taipei and Boracay,
a small island in the Philippines.

“Thank you for your patience
and understanding, we eagerly
anticipate welcoming you aboard
soon,” the Philippines-based
carrier stated on its website.

This is Fraser’s House

THE Luxury Collection has
introduced Frasers House in
Singapore, marking the first
property within the brand’s
portfolio in the state’s city centre.

Set in the Bugis precinct,
the hotel will offer 400 guest
rooms following a phased
transformation that aims to
preserve its original Peranakan-
inspired design heritage.

The property’s existing
collection of dining venues, which
ranges from modern Cantonese
to Western gastronomy, as well as
its event spaces, will also undergo
a complete refresh.

Initially a charter airline, Royal
Air Philippines became a low-cost
carrier in Dec 2019, and now
operates seven routes.

The airline saw a steep decline
in its two core source markets -
travellers from mainland China
and South Korea heading to
Philippine resort destinations
such as Boracay and Bohol.

Royal Air transported 51,800
international passengers in
the first nine months of 2025,
compared to 116,000 in 2024,
while its domestic pax numbers
plunged 63% year-on-year. JM

NCL trade rewards

NORWEGIAN Cruise Line (NCL)
has launched a series of new
trade initiatives to kick off its
2026 wave season.

The cruise line will scrap non-
commissionable fares (NCFs)
across all cruise fares, effective
for sailings departing from 01
May, a move it said would put
more revenue in agents’ pockets.

NCL is also giving away one
million Partners First Rewards
points, including 200 to the first
1,500 agents to earn 100% on the
line’s wave quiz - register HERE
for the wave webinar on 14 Jan to
learn more.

/EL

Bali seeks a balance

AUTHORITIES in Bali have
proposed a plan to require
travellers to show bank
statements before entering.

The concept has been mooted
several times by the popular
Aussie holiday spot, most recently
touted last year by academic Ida
Bagus Raka Suardana from the
National Education Uni (TD 07
Aug 2024).

Any move to interrogate the
bank balance of visitors would
be designed to ensure tourists
positively contribute to the
island’s tourism sector and not
encroach on the lives of locals.

“It is important to determine
which foreign tourists are allowed
to enter and which are not,
so that visitors do not cause
problems and instead contribute
positively, particularly to the
tourism sector,” said Governor
Wayan Koster.

Speaking to Travel Daily, David
Beirman, senior lecturer at the
University of Technology Sydney,
explained the proposed move
by Bali is not a unique concept,
with countries such as the
United Kingdom having similar
procedures for “decades”.

Beirman believes that the move
is to target and deter younger
and more vulnerable travellers.

“It appears that this measure
targets younger tourists who treat
Bali as a tropical ‘schoolies’ type
destination/tropical pub,” he said.

“Sadly there have been many
instances of penniless visitors
begging locals and other tourists
for handouts.” JB
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Aussies stranded

A SMALL number of Australian
tourists stranded on the remote
desert island of Socotra in Yemen
are receiving consular assistance
from the Federal Government.

A state of emergency was
declared on the island due to
rising political tensions, leading
to the closure of ports of entry,
including Socotra’s airport.

Flights are expected to resume
soon but no date has been set.

DFAT advises against travelling
to Socotra due to ongoing armed
conflict and a very high threat of
kidnapping and terrorism.

Winter travel havoc

EUROPE is facing widespread
travel disruption this week due
to deadly winter storms, which
have brought heavy snow, ice and
freezing temperatures.

Hundreds of flights were
cancelled on Tue and train
services were disrupted, leaving
thousands of passengers stranded
at major airports.

In northern and western France,
six airports were temporarily
shut down due to heavy snowfall,
while the UK’s John Lennon
Airport in Liverpool was also
forced to halt operations.

The Netherlands was similarly
impacted, with Amsterdam’s
Schiphol Airport scrapping around
400 flight as crews worked to de-
ice aircraft and clear runways.

Authorities have warned that
the disruptions will continue,
with more snow expected over
the coming days.

REGISTER NOW

info@traveldaily.com.au

1300 799 220

www.traveldaily.com.au

page 4


https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0yMDgmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDgwMTI2JnU9bWFpbHRvOmluZm9AdHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz02MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQwODAxMjYmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRyYXZlbGRhaWx5LmNvbS5hdS8=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xMjkmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDgwMTI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZW50aXJldHJhdmVsLmNvbS5hdS90cmF2ZWxzaG93Y2FzZTIwMjY=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0zNyZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQwODAxMjYmdT1odHRwczovL3d3dy5tb25hY290b3VyaXNtZXhwZXJ0LmNvbS8=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xOTAmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDgwMTI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9ldmVudHMudGVhbXMubWljcm9zb2Z0LmNvbS9ldmVudC81YzhmYmZlYi1hM2UyLTQ0NjQtOGI4Mi04MDkyZmI4NjZmODJAODA0YjQ3NDQtMzcyMS00YmI2LTgxNGUtOGMwZjRlNWRhNGY0
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xODEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDgwMTI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMudHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1LzIwMjQvQXVnMjQvdGQwNzA4MjQucGRm
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xODEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMDgwMTI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMudHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1LzIwMjQvQXVnMjQvdGQwNzA4MjQucGRm

e o
RPA business events news

Thursday 8th January 2026

businesseventsnews.com.au

Cvent acquires

MEETINGS, events, and
hospitality technology
provider Cvent has inked an
agreement to acquire US-
based ON24, an Al-powered
platform for B2B enterprise
sales and marketing.

The deal, worth around
USS400 million (A$S594m), will
see ON24’s secure enterprise-
grade webinar and digital
engagement capabilities,
first party engagement data,
and Al-powered workflows
combined with Cvent’s own
event technology offerings.

With a full suite of solutions
that power digital and
in-person experiences, the
acquisition will aim to make
supporting event teams
simpler as buying journeys
become more complex.

“ON24 has earned the trust
of enterprise organisations
and marketers by delivering
reliable, outcome-driven
digital engagement,” said
Reggie Aggarwal, founder
and CEO of Cvent.

“We look forward to
supporting ON24 as they
continue to deliver value
and working together to
expand how brands engage
audiences across digital and
in-person experiences.”

The proposed transaction
has been unanimously
approved by the ON24 board
of directors, and is expected
to close in H1 2026, pending
regulatory approvals.

_—
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SHADOW LIGHTS UP EVENTS SCENE

SHADOW Play Melbourne by
Peppers has introduced Eden, a
boutique events space boasting
panoramic views of the CBD.

The premium venue can host a
wide range of events, including
product launches, media
showings, corporate celebrations,
and private dining.

With capacity for up to 120
guests standing or 60 seated, Eden
features the latest AV technology
and flexible configurations to
enable keynote presentations,
immersive digital content, and
branded event styling.

Event organisers can extend the
event experience across a private
two-level precinct - level 46
houses Eden and three additional
event spaces, while level 45 offers
five three-bedroom penthouses
ideal for executive teams or guests
attending multi-day programs.

Planners can also take

advantage of bespoke catering
led by Edwin Wine Bar & Cellar,
including tailored canapes, multi-
course dining with paired wines
and cocktails, complemented by
an exclusive Victorian wine list
and menus showcasing the state’s
local growers and suppliers.

“Eden represents an exciting
new chapter for events at Shadow
Play by Peppers,” said Nico

MCEC unleashes new flavours for 2026

MELBOURNE Convention
and Exhibition Centre (MCEC)
has unveiled new menus
for 2026, with a focus on
interactive food moments,
premium local partnerships,
and flavour-led experiences.

Venturing beyond traditional
catering, the fresh offerings
feature bubble tea bars, gelato
scooped to order, and Hawker
Lane Singapore noodles.

Additionally, in what MCEC
is declaring a first for any
convention centre in Australia,

OUT NOW:

r.r.,

\JJI
"’b

guests can now enjoy cocktails
on tap, including Aperol spritz,
spicy margharita, and blood
orange Americano.

The beverage menu also
features an expanded low- and
no-alcohol options.

Macintosh, acting GM of Shadow
Play Melbourne by Peppers.
“We're thrilled to [deliver]
this distinctive Melbourne
venue that combines beautifully
curated spaces, three-bedroom
penthouses and sweeping city
views, creating an unforgettable
setting for events.”
CLICK HERE for reservations
and further details. /M

RAC Arena wins

RAC Arena in Perth has
won the title of Australia’s
Best Indoor Arena in 2025 for
the third consecutive year,
beating out big players like
Rod Laver Arena and Qudos
Bank Arena.

Delivered by national fan-
voted competition Stadium
Awards, the accolade
recognises RAC Arena’s
commitment to delivering
world-class events and
experiences for patrons,
artists and promoters.

>
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Dubai now out of contact

APPOINTMENTS

Send your new appointments to:
appointments@traveldaily.com.au

Emily Loewy has been appointed the global vice president of sales,
strategy & operations at Oceania Cruises. Loewy has been part of the
luxury cruise line since 2018 and has been working for parent Norwegian
Cruise Line Holdings since 2011. In that time, she has been an integral
member of their marketing team, previously holding the position of
senior director in sales, channel strategy and marketing.

Jodie Clark has announced her resignation from the role of director of
global sales APAC at Rosewood Hotel Group. She held the role since
Mar 2025, and has been with the business since 2016. In her 10 years
of service, she oversaw major developments such as the opening of
properties in Phuket and Luang Prabang.

Cathay Group has appointed Guy Bradley as its new chair effective 13
May, succeeding Patrick Healy. He is also the chairman of the carrier’s
largest shareholder Swire Pacific Limited. Bradley has held several
senior positions across Asia and North America.

Brenda Baty has been appointed the global chief revenue officer at
Norwegian Cruise Line Holdings after six years away from the cruise
industry. Before she exited, Baty worked with the Royal Caribbean,
Carnival Cruise Line and Starboard Cruise Services. Her appointment
comes at a period of growth for NCLH, as it expands its fleet and
increases it appeal at the Bahamas private island, Great Stirrup Cay.

Spire Hospitality has appointed Deepak Malasi as its Director of Sales,
charging him with leading the growth strategy of the ZANA Luxury
Resorts and Country Inn Hotels & Resorts brands. He brings 12 years of
experience in the hospitality industry, with expertise in sales leadership.

Designer Journeys has appointed Elodie Nugent as its new chief
experience officer. Currently the head of the company’s travel concierge
team, she will now take responsibility of both the agent success team
and designer network team in an expanded executive role. Nugent has
been apart of Designer Journeys since 2021.

Aussie company Journey Beyond has appointed Nikki Metcalfe as
business development executive for the company’s UK and Europe
market. She joins an expanding team which includes Richard Howarth,
who is currently business development manager for the region.
Metcalfe has spent the past 21 years at FCTG, being an integral member
for several of its brands. Journey Beyond has seen a significant spike

in bookings for United Kingdom and Europe, increasing 50% from this
time last year.

Nicole Bradbury is the new senior marketing manager for Carnival
Cruise Line. She has been part of CCL's marketing team since 2021,
overseeing several ad campagins across Australia and New Zealand. She
previously held marketing roles at Cunard and Princess.

TRAVELLERS in Dubai will soon
be able to enjoy a contactless
hotel check-in system, allowing
them to skip the front desk after
completing a one-time digital and
biometric registration.

The system, which is rolling out
across all hotels in the emirate,
means guests will be able to
complete check-in formalities on
smart phones prior to arrival.

For future stays, visitors would
only need a quick authentication,
such as facial recognition, to
access their accommodations.

Developed by the Dubai
Department of Economy and
Tourism, the system enables
guests to upload identification
documents and biometric
data one time only, with the
information remaining securely
stored and valid until the ID
document expires.

The initiative is designed to offer
more convenience and increase
loyalty to the destination,
particularly among repeat
travellers, who make up a quarter
of Dubai’s visitors.

“By leveraging cutting-edge

The Kiwi is Calling

GREAT Journeys New Zealand
has launched its earlybird sale,
with 20% off multi-day rail tours.

The offer will run until 31 Jan
and apply to rail tours departing
between Sep 2026 and Apr 2027.

Tours provide dedicated guides,
dining and activities across the
entirety of New Zealand, ranging
from rural alpine areas and
coastal towns.

NZ has enjoyed a spike in
demand for rail tours and slow
travel in recent years.

i
i
H

solutions, we are not only
enhancing the visitor journey,
but also strategically positioning
Dubai for sustained tourism
growth,” said Sheikh Hamdan
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, chairman of The
Executive Council of Dubai.

The technology is designed
to integrate easily into existing
hotel apps and web platforms,
minimising disruption for
accommodation providers, and
could potentially be extended to
other parts of the visitor journey,
such as car rentals. JM

EK recruits in Oz

EMIRATES has launched a
recruitment drive in Australia to
find engineers and technicians to
assist with its expanding fleet and
destination network.

Information road shows will
take place in Sydney on 21 and 22
Jan, allowing for further insights
into working with the airline for
prospective employees.

Breaks on Vietnam

AUSSIE travellers are being
warned that Vietnam does not
recognise Australian drivers
licences or International Driving
Permits issued in Australia.

Visitors need a valid Vietnamese
driving licence to drive or to ride
a motorcycle of 50cc or more in
Vietnam, or they may face fines.
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SMALL GROUPS, BIG MEMORIES

15% OFF

SMALL GROUP TOURS '

MUST END TOMORROW

2 .

\

SCAN QR TO
VIEW SALE

26 DAY INSPIRING SOUTH AMERICA & GALAPAGOS SMALL GROUP TOUR

An in-depth South American adventure plus a
five-day exploration of the astounding beauty
and wildlife in paradise: the renowned,
hard-to-reach Galapagos Islands.

. 3 & 4-star accommodation,
I breakfast daily, 10 meals

Small group, max 20 guests,
fully escorted by expert guides

All internal flights and
dedicated transport

TRAVEL IN 2026 & 2027

view full itinerary
and inclusions

Scan the GR to

-
ADD AIRFARES

FOR $2,699

FROM ONLY PER PERSON

13,001

PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE
$99 DEPOSIT OPTION

PRICE INCLUDES 15% SAVING
USING CODE SMALLI15

19 DAY INSPIRING SOUTH AMERICA SMALL GROUP TOUR

See Iguazu Falls from both sides and explore
the Inca treasure Machu Picchu, the Amazon jungle,
Lake Titicaca and cultured South American cities.

. 3 & 4-star accommodation,
| breakfast daily, 6 meals

E Small group, max 20 guests,
fully escorted by expert guides

All internal flights and
dedicated transport

Scan the QR to
view full itinerary
and inclusions

TRAVEL IN 2026 & 2027

A &
ADD AIRFARES
FOR $2,699

FROM ONLY PER PERSON

$7,901

PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE
$99 DEPOSIT OPTION

PRICE INCLUDES 15% SAVING
USING CODE SMALLI15

23 DAY INSPIRING SOUTH AMERICA WITH SANTIAGO SMALL GROUP TOUR

Discover South America’s vibrant cities, natural
wonders and ancient sites—from Santiago and
Buenos Aires to Iguazu Falls, Rio and the
legendary Machu Picchu.

. 3 & 4-star accommodation
I breakfast daily, 7 meals

m Small group, max 20 guests,
fully escorted by expert guides

All internal flights and
dedicated transport

TRAVEL IN 2026 & 2027

view full itinerary
and inclusions

Scan the GR to

FROM ONLY

$9,09T1

PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE
$99 DEPOSIT OPTION

PRICE INCLUDES 15% SAVING
USING CODE SMALLI15

AGENT BOd‘KlNG INCENTIVE: $50 GIFT CARD PER $5,000 IN BOOKINGS

1300 88 66 88 | agents@inspiringvacations.com
INSPIRINGVACATIONS.COM

* Offers available for a limited time or unless sold out. Additional savings available to customers who pay in full within 14 days of booking. See our website for full terms and conditions.
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