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Today’s issue of TD 
Travel Daily today features 

seven pages of industry news, 
including our Business Events 
News, plus a full page from 
Entire Travel Group. 
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Join Entire’s soiree
Entire Travel Group is 

inviting agents to be apart of 
its upcoming Travel Showcase 
& Soiree, which takes place in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane 
next month. 

There are more than $100,000 
in travel prizes to be won - see 
the back page for details.

Japan sees record Aussies
Australian’s love affair 

with Japan has continued to 
burn bright, with the country 
welcoming more Aussies last 
year than ever before, the latest 
data from Japan National Tourism 
Organization (JNTO) has revealed.

It marks the first year that Japan 
has seen more than one million 
Australian visitors cross its border, 
with a 15% increase in 2025 
compared to 2024. 

The month of Jan saw the 
highest number of Aussie 
travellers throughout the year 
with 140,185 visitors, while 
cherry blossom season in Apr 
and the Dec holiday season also 
attracted strong numbers. 

JNTO also noted growth in 

Australians travelling outside the 
peak seasons, with Sep and Oct 
also seeing significant arrivals.

“We are thrilled to begin 
2026 on such a positive note,” 
said Naoki Kitazawa, executive 
director for JNTO Sydney. 

“What is particularly pleasing is 
the growth in visitors in addition 
to the popular Golden Route of 
Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto, with 
prefectures such as Fukuoka, 
Gifu, Niigata and Iwate showing a 
significant increase in stays over 
the past 12 months. 

“During 2026, we are 
encouraging Australian travellers, 
to take the time to travel far and 
wide and discover the lesser-
known regions of Japan.” JM
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LE ARN MORE 

- BIANCA GERRITSEN, ENVOYAGE

"Envoyage has completely changed the trajectory 
of my business. From branding and marketing to 

systems and support, they're helped me build 
something sustainable and scalable."

Propel Your Business
Forward with

Envoyage

RSVP NOW

An Invitation 
to Explore with 

Wendy, 
and bring your 
clients along!

Meet Wendy  
in person  

at our travel 
events
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SOON
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View Offer

Jetstar ups CBR-BNE
Jetstar Airways is adding 

almost 20,000 new low fare 
seats on its Canberra-Brisbane 
route this year, confirming it will 
operate its larger Airbus A321LR 
between the two destinations.

These aircraft will replace its 
A320s on the route, offering up to 
52 additional seats per flight.
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Hobbiton™ Movie Set Tours
Waikato

Find your 100% in New Zealand  
on a self-famil

APPLY NOW

Join the Explore Programme and use over 440 discounts 
to build your 100% Pure New Zealand self-famil.

SPECIAL REPORT  
OUT NOW
A year in review: 
2025’s biggest news

 CLICK HERE TO READ

The art of Ponant
Ponant has released 40 

exclusive “cultural and emotional 
journeys” for 2026-27, focused on 
art, music, and gastronomy. 

The luxury cruise line is 
renewing its partnership with the 
Opera National de Paris for two 
summer departures, which will 
include performances, lectures, 
screenings and classes with star 
ballerinas on board Le Boreal.

Art lovers will enjoy sailings in 
Jul this year with experts from 
Christie’s auction house, focusing 
on the 61st Venice Biennale 
and another on Corsica and the 
French and Italian Rivieras.

Meanwhile, ‘Jazz Festival, from 
the Baltic to the North Sea’ will 
feature international performers 
as part of the line’s partnership 
with Jazz at the Lincoln Centre.

French haute cuisine will play 
a starring role on gastronomy 
itineraries, with a Michelin-
starred chef from Alain Ducasse’s 
restaurants on board select trips, 
creating lavish gala dinners.

Ethiopian buys nine
Ethiopian Airlines and Boeing 

have announced a deal that 
will see the African airline take 
delivery of nine 787-9 aircraft.

The airline’s latest 787 
Dreamliner purchase follows its 
commitment for 11 737 MAX jets 
announced at the Dubai Airshow.

Both orders were finalised in 
Dec 2025 and boosts Ethiopian 
Airlines’ order book by a total of 
20 Boeing aeroplanes.

“This order underscores 
our continued commitment 
to enhancing our fleet with 
modern, fuel-efficient aircraft, 
thereby further strengthening 
our customer service,” Ethiopian 
Airlines group chief executive 
officer Mesfin Tasew explained in 
a statement. 

“We will continue to acquire 
more aircraft and adopt the 
latest technologies as part of 
our strategic vision to advance 
sustainable aviation.”

Ethiopian operates the largest 
fleet of Boeing aircraft in Africa.

SAF to ignite airfare prices
A peer-reviewed study by 

researchers at the University of 
Sydney found the additional cost 
to long-haul flying from using 
sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) 
could be as much as “hundreds of 
dollars” per ticket.

This is far more than the 
average traveller’s willing 
contribution of $2.60 toward 
SAF, according to a report in The 
Sydney Morning Herald.

USyd professor of transportation 
Rico Merkert (pictured) warned 
that if government and industry 
do not collaborate, flying will 
become far more expensive.

SAF is currently three to six 
times more expensive than 
conventional jet fuel, while 
domestic airfares are already at 
their highest level in years.

The European Union currently 
requires a mix of sustainable fuel 
to be blended with traditional 
fuel, which started at 2% last 
year, rising to 6% by the end of 

the decade, 34% in 2040, and 
70% by 2050.

Australia has no binding 
sustainable fuel blend mandate 
and no large-scale production 
facilities, although it is 
considering incentives to spur the 
industry (TD 25 Nov).

Airlines for Australia & New 
Zealand chief executive Stephen 
Beckett said the sector wants to 
lower its impact, and is aware of 
the risk for consumers.

“If you simply jack up the price 
of jet fuel, on top of all the other 
fees and charges being levied 
on airfares, the cost of doing 
business is going to go up.” MS
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Future is bright for hotels 
Australia’s accommodation 

sector has reported a positive 
outlook for the peak summer 
travel season, according to 
Booking.com’s latest Australian 
Accommodation Barometer. 

The report found that 75% of 
accommodation providers around 
the country expect positive 
business development in the 
coming six months, with those 
in Victoria reporting the highest 
sentiment (68%) of any state.

It is a significant improvement 
on the lowest point of 61% in 
2022, and the strong outlook has 
inspired 48% of accommodations 
to plan for increased investment 
in the coming months.

Event-driven travel is reinforcing 
positive results across the 
sector, with 46% of Australian 
accommodations seeing a rise 
in bookings during typically low-
demand periods.

Fifty-two percent said they plan 
to actively partner with event 
organisers and 44% intend to 
coordinate with local government 
and destination marketing groups.

The report does, however, 
emphasise major challenges still 
faced by the sector, including 
staffing woes, with 47% of 

accommodations citing a lack 
of skills or experience as a 
significant barrier to recruiting.

Additionally, while many in the 
sector recognise the potential 
benefits of AI, around a third 
(34%) cite high implementation 
costs as a barrier to adopting 
the technology, along with 
integration complexity (40%). 

The report coincides with 
the release of Accommodation 
Australia’s occupancy figures for 
2025, which reflect an improved 
performance overall. 

Perth saw the strongest result, 
followed by Sydney, Hobart 
and Adelaide, while the Gold 
Coast and Brisbane experienced 
slight drops (2.8% and 0.6% 
respectively), attributed to the 
cyclone in Mar. 

“The end of year report card 
shows strong figures across most 
capital cities - scoring a solid A-,” 
AA CEO James Goodwin said. JM

Passport renewals 
face delays

Australian travellers are 
now being advised to allow at 
least six weeks between lodging 
a passport renewal and their 
departure date. 

The Australian Passport Office 
(APO) recently issued a public 
notice informing travellers of 
longer processing times due to 
seasonal surges.

During the Mar 2025 peak, 28% 
of standard applications exceeded 
the typical three-week processing 
time, leaving thousands of 
travellers with no choice but to 
pay the $252 priority surcharge.

APO has warned that the 
upcoming Easter holiday period 
may see this situation repeat.

Guevara made boss
The World Travel & Tourism 

Council (WTTC) has announced 
the permanent appointment 
of Gloria Guevara (pictured) as 
president and CEO.

The former Mexican Secretary 
of Tourism has been acting as 
interim chief since Sep, filling in 
for Julia Simpson, who at the time 
stepped back from the role on 
medical leave (TD 08 Sep 2025). 

The announcement signals 
Guevara’s official return to the 
organisation, having held the 
same titles at WTTC between 
2017 and 2021, before becoming 
chief special advisor for Saudi 
Arabia’s Ministry of Tourism. 

Elysee says ‘bula’
Luxury PR agency Elysee 

Collective has announced 
the addition of Jean-Michel 
Cousteau Resort Fiji, an eco-
centric resort set on Savusavu 
Bay, to its client portfolio. 

Marking the second Fijian 
property that Elysee Collective 
represents in the Australian 
market, the resort features 25 
bures that can accommodate solo 
travellers, couples and families. 

The intimate retreat also 
offers several immersive 
activities including marine 
and conservation programs, 
guided excursions, and cultural 
experiences with locals. 

First Sonata sailings
Oceania Cruises has unveiled 

Oceania Sonata’s maiden season, 
featuring journeys across Europe 
and the Americas. 

The 1,390-guest vessel’s first 22 
voyages open for sale on Wed 29 
Jan, and span Aug 2027 through 
Apr 2028, visiting more than 
90 destinations on itineraries 
between seven and 16 days. 

Sonata’s maiden 14-day voyage 
will depart from Civitavecchia on 
07 Aug 2027, sailing to Trieste 
and visiting Catania, Valletta, 
Katakolon, Bar, and Zadar. 

She will also call into Barcelona, 
Athens, Lisbon, Paros, Koper, 
Sarande, and Palamos, with 
overnight stays Istanbul, Livorno, 
and Bordeaux. 

Sonata will then transit the 
Atlantic to Miami, where she will 
begin her tropical season.

Ready to 
Grow as a 
Travel Consultant?

Keep your independence
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training & support

Powered by TBG
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A Division of the Travel Beyond Group

PER in a Frenzy
Perth Airport has appointed 

Bechtel as its Capital Portfolio 
Partner for the implementation 
phase of its multibillion dollar 
transformation project over the 
next seven years. 

The company will offer specialist 
advice and support for the 
program, which will “deliver 
greater efficiency for airlines 
and a better travel experience 
for passengers”, explained Perth 
Airport CEO Jason Waters.

Meanwhile, the PER Flight 
Frenzy sale will kick off on 04 Feb 
with plenty of exclusive deals.

Intrepid joins DC
Intrepid has joined 

Destination Canada’s Australian 
Strategic Advisory Group and 
signed an industry-wide pledge to 
support regenerative tourism in 
the nation.

The tour operator joins leaders 
from APT Travel Group, Flight 
Centre, Entire Travel Group, 
Adventure World, Helloworld and 
others - click HERE for more.

https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0yMDgmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMjIwMTI2JnU9bWFpbHRvOmluZm9AdHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz02MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQyMjAxMjYmdT1odHRwOi8vd3d3LnRyYXZlbGRhaWx5LmNvbS5hdS8=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0zNyZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQyMjAxMjYmdT1odHRwczovL3d3dy5tb25hY290b3VyaXNtZXhwZXJ0LmNvbS8=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz0xODEmdGR1dG1fc291cmNlPXBkZiZ0ZHV0bV9tZWRpdW09cGRmJnRkdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPVREMjIwMTI2JnU9aHR0cHM6Ly9pc3N1ZXMudHJhdmVsZGFpbHkuY29tLmF1LzIwMjUvU2VwMjUvdGQwODA5MjUucGRm
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz04MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQyMjAxMjYmdT1odHRwczovL2xpbmt0ci5lZS9PdXRhbmRBYm91dFRyYXZlbF9UQkc=
https://bpgclick.com/td/2?Yz00MiZ0ZHV0bV9zb3VyY2U9cGRmJnRkdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wZGYmdGR1dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249VEQyMjAxMjYmdT1odHRwczovL2Zvcm1zLm9mZmljZS5jb20vUGFnZXMvUmVzcG9uc2VQYWdlLmFzcHg/aWQ9dGJuNnl3WVZOa0MyWVZIU0lYTnl3QjVBeGxIc182ZE1xR096QjE5TXJuaFVNMEpGUkZaYVVEWXhUbGxGVFZoT1NGTlFUMUpSVnpsV1N5NHU=


Travel Daily        e info@traveldaily.com.au	 t 1300 799 220	 w www.traveldaily.com.au	 page 4

Thursday 22nd January 2026

qatarairways.com/tradeportal

With fares to Barcelona, Paris, and more, starting 
from AUD 1,709*, we bring your clients closer 
to those moments that leave them genuinely 
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IndiGo in hot water
Low-cost Indian carrier IndiGo 

has been fined $3.64 million by 
the country’s aviation regulator 
following mass flight cancellations 
last month due to pilot shortages 
(TD 09 Dec 2025).

The airline, which controls more 
than 60% of India’s domestic 
market, scrapped around 4,500 
services in Dec due to poor pilot 
roster planning, causing fares to 
surge and tens of thousands of 
passengers to be stranded.

Along with the fine, the 
Directorate General of Civil 
Aviation (DGCA) has issued 
warnings to senior executives and 
ordered the airline to remove the 
head of its operations control, 
Jason Herter, from his duties.

“(IndiGo’s) approach 
compromised roster integrity and 
adversely impacted operational 
resilience,” the DGCA said.

IndiGo said in a statement 
that its board and management 
were “committed to taking full 
cognisance of the orders”.

K’gari on high dingo alert
The Queensland government, 

in conjunction with the state’s 
tourism board, has installed five 
new signs on K’gari to enhance 
public awareness about dingoes, 
following the fatality of a 19-year-
old Canadian woman this week.

Beach camping zone 5 has also 
been temporarily closed until 
28 Feb due to increased risk of a 
habituated dingo pack damaging 
property, ripping tents, and 
accessing food from unsecured 
eskies and fridges, according to 
an update from Qld’s Department 
of Environment, Tourism, Science 
and Innovation.

Additionally, extra staff and 
ranger patrols have been 
deployed across the island. 

“We remind people to always 
follow directions of rangers, pay 
attention to signage and to be 
dingo-safe at all times on K’gari,” 
a government spokesperson said. 

The Queensland government 
is reminding visitors of the 

guidelines that should be 
followed when encountering 
dingoes on K’gari. 

People are advised to remain 
at least 20 metres away from 
the canines at all times, walk in 
groups at a normal pace, and 
carry a ‘safety stick’, which can be 
held out in front of you to deter 
dingoes from coming too close. 

Families are recommended to 
choose a fenced campsite, with 
children under 14 to always be 
within arm’s reach of an adult.

Additionally, all rubbish and 
food scraps must be disposed 
of properly to avoid attracting 
dingoes to campsites.

Tourists can find more resources 
here about dingo safety. JB/JM

Flight Centre Southland’s 
Daniel Hills is preparing 
to welcome a baby later 
this month, so The Travel 
Corporation’s new Sales 
Manager Alanna Lennie 
recently dropped in with a gift 
for bub (pictured).

Lennie showed up with a 
Contiki-branded onesie for the 
baby, reading: “when I grow 
up, I’m going on a Contiki” -  I 
guess you’re never too young 
to start dreaming!

Window
Seat
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50 Princess prizes
Princess Cruises has launched 

‘Anchored in Australia’, a new 
trade incentive to celebrate 50 
years of cruising Down Under.

The line will give away 50 
prizes from 19 Jan-15 Apr, with 
travel agents earning entries 
for qualifying Princess Plus or 
Princess Premier bookings.

Major prizes include three 
Australian cruise experiences 
between two and five nights - 
find out more here.

Slimmer fliers, larger profits?
Anti-obesity medication 

could fuel airline savings, 
according to an American study, 
which noted fewer overweight 
fliers could mean lighter and 
therefore more efficient aircraft.

Weight loss medications taken 
via injection have already reduced 
the number of obese people by 
millions since 2022, and with 
oral prescriptions set to become 
available in the United States this 
month, usage is expected to grow 
even further.

Analysis by Jefferies Financial 
Group noted that airlines often 
make seemingly tiny tweaks to 
reduce flying weights and save 
money, which includes everything 
from carrying less water to using 
lighter utensils. 

The investment bank forecasts 
a 2% reduction in aircraft weight 
from the big four US carriers 
(American Airlines, Delta Air 
Lines, Southwest Airlines, and 
United Airlines) could amount 
to a 1.5% improvement in fuel 
efficiency, resulting in US$579 
million (approximately A$863 
million) in savings.

The report is an evolution on 

an idea first floated by Jefferies 
two-and-a-half years ago (TD 11 
Oct 2023), which theorised if the 
average flier lost around 5kgs, a 
saving of US$80 million per airline 
(A$119 million) was in the offing.  

“Please note savings are before 
any lost snack sales,” the Jeffries 
analyst joked. MS

FJ slots sponsor goal
Fiji Airways has become the 

official airline partner of the 
Oceania Football Confederation 
(OFC), with the announcement 
made during the inaugural 
season of the OFC Pro League, 
Oceania’s first-ever professional 
football league.

The airline will play a key role in 
connecting clubs, players, match 
officials and fans throughout the 
competition, with its branding 
to feature across digital displays 
during match days. 

To celebrate the partnership, 
the carrier is offering 10% off 
flights across its network, making 
it easier for fans to travel across 
Oceania for the tournament.

The discount is available 
for bookings made online at 
fijiairways.com before 31 May, 
using promo code ‘OFCFJ’. 

Dive in with Swan
Swan Hellenic has unveiled a 

series of scuba diving expeditions 
exploring Indonesia’s Raja Ampat 
archipelago, available for guests 
travelling on select East Asia 
voyages aboard SH Minerva.

Diving enthusiasts 
with PADI Advanced Open 
Water certification can choose 
between two sailings in 2026 and 
a further two in 2027, with each 
10- and 11-day voyage offering 
between five and six dives on 
custom adventure boats.

Participating passengers will be 
accompanied by dive masters and 
provided with quality equipment, 
but will need to bring their own 
dive computers and insurance.

Prices start from US$7,925 
(A$11,752) for 10 days, including 
charter flights from Bali for 
round-trip Sorong sailings.

Take a solo hike
Tasmanian Walking Company 

(TWC) has slashed the single 
supplement fee on two of its 
popular long weekend walks in 
response to growing demand for 
solo travel. 

Single occupancy rooms on 
the ‘Bay of Fires Long Weekend 
Walk’ and the ‘Bruny Island Long 
Weekend Walk’ now attract a flat 
supplementary fee of $500, down 
from the previous 75% surcharge 
on the twin-share rate. 

This creates a saving of almost 
$1,000 for sole occupancy.

TWC said the move was 
in response to a 43% rise in 
solo travellers across its eight 
Australian trails in 2024, with the 
trend being driven by both men 
and women between the ages of 
40 and 60.  

Radisson parks in Mel
Radisson Hotel Group has 

launched its Park Inn brand in 
Australia after lengthy delays (TD 
02 Sep 2024), opening up the 
Park Inn by Radisson Melbourne 
Carlton in Melbourne’s inner city. 

The hotel features 89 rooms 
with views of Princes Park, home 
of the Carlton AFL club. 

Further amenities include a 
wellness centre featuring a steam 
and infrared sauna, as well as a 
cold plunge pool.

THO roadshow ‘26 
Total Holiday Options (THO) 

is reminding travel agents and 
operators to register for its B2B 
roadshow, which takes place in 
Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne and 
Perth in the first week of Feb. 

Click here for more details.
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Blockbuster year for Brissy
Brisbane is gearing up for a 

blockbuster year, with a packed 
calendar of more than 100 
major sporting, cultural and 
entertainment events in 2026. 

Boosting its profile as Australia’s 
top sporting destination, the 
lineup is expected to see 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
pour into the city’s economy. 

The major events calendar 
kicked off on 02 Jan with Brisbane 
International - a week-long tennis 
tournament that saw some of the 
world’s best players battle it out. 

There will plenty more sports 
entertainment in Brisbane 
throughout 2026, including 
Brisbane Cycling Festival and Tour 
de Brisbane in Apr, the return 
of the NRL Magic Round in May, 
followed by the EVA Air Brisbane 
Marathon Festival in Jun.

Music fans are also catered to, 
with a string of global bands and 
superstars lined up to perform in 

the city this year, including Lorde, 
Jason Aldean, Linkin Park, as well 
as On the Bank, a new outdoor 
live concert series in South Bank.

A major highlight of the 
calendar is the 75th anniversary 
of the Royal Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo, which will bring more 
than 1,000 performers as well as 
international military bands to 
Suncorp Stadium next month.

“As Australia’s lifestyle capital, 
Brisbane’s major events deliver 

unforgettable experiences for 
locals and visitors alike, all 
while backing local jobs and 
businesses,” said Lord Mayor 
Adrian Schrinner. 

“From sport to art, culture and 
music, our blockbuster 2026 
lineup cements Brisbane as a 
must-visit global destination 
today, tomorrow and on the road 
to Brisbane 2032.”

To learn more about Brisbane’s 
event calendar, click here. JM

IAPCO Auckland
The International 

Association of Professional 
Congress Organisers (IAPCO) 
is preparing to bring its 
flagship EDGE education 
program to Auckland from 
16-19 Mar 2026.

Business events 
professionals will travel from 
around the world to take part 
in a masterclass-style training 
program - registrations are 
now open here.

Be part of Heritage
The National Trust of Australia 

(NSW) is calling on event 
organisers to register now for the 
2026 Australian Heritage Festival.

Running from 18 Apr-18 May, 
the festival will include a mix of 
free and ticketed attractions, 
including workshops, concerts, 
exhibitions, markets, and more.

Free to organisations of all 
forms and sizes, the nationwide 
festival gives tourism businesses 
the opportunity to gain valuable 
exposure and engage new visitors 
- find out more here.

Kuoni Tumlare takes on MICE in Malaysia 
Global destination 

management company Kuoni 
Tumlare will expand its MICE 
footprint in Southeast Asia via a 
new partnership with Malaysia 
DMC, WorldTravellers (WT).

WT offers event planning, 
travel and accommodation 
services to deliver seamless 
experiences, with expertise 
spanning incentive tours, team 
building, and more. 

“By combining Kuoni 

Tumlare’s global strength with 
WorldTravellers’ local expertise, 
we are set to take the meetings 
and events business in Malaysia 
to new heights,” said Soh Swee 
Kim, WorldTravellers MD.

SITE ‘26 program
The Society for Incentive 

Travel Excellence (SITE) has 
unveiled its keynote speakers 
and education sessions for its 
upcoming global conference. 

Award-winning speaker 
and author James Taylor is 
set to take the stage at the 
event, which will take place 
between 12-15 Feb at The 
Ritz-Carlton Abu Dhabi, 
Grand Canal.

Delegates can expect to 
learn about topics such 
as AI, business strategy, 
sustainability and wellness, 
plus community and impact. 

SITE has also announced 
Cvent as its official event 
technology partner through 
2028, which will see the 
company collaborate closely 
with the SITE events team 
to power registration, apps, 
on-site check-in, audience 
engagement, and analytics. 
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Centara kicks deal
Centara Hotels & Resorts has 

launched an exclusive package for 
CentaraThe1 members who are 
attending the Reignwood Icons 
of Football 2026, taking place in 
Bangkok from 31 Jan to 01 Feb. 

As the official hotel partner for 
the event, Centara is offering  
special members-only rates with 
complimentary general admission 
tickets at five Bangkok properties. 

Members receive up to two 
tickets to the event per room per 
night, with single-night bookings 
including one-day access, and 
two-night stays receiving full two-
day passes. 

Bookings are available until 31 
Jan for stays from 26 Jan until 07 
Feb 2026 - find out more here.

Orlando casts new spell

Orlando has unveiled a raft 
of new experiences in 2026, 
including the world’s first-ever 
‘slotharium’, offering guided, 
small-group experiences inside 
a rainforest-style habitat where 
sloths roam from next month. 

Society Park, a 2.4-acre sports 
and entertainment complex, 
will also open on International 
Drive in Apr, featuring padel and 
pickleball courts, as well as a spa 
and two restaurants. 

A museum dedicated to ice 
cream is also set to debut, 
complete with colourful 
exhibitions and a ‘sprinkle 
pool’, along with the world’s 
largest multi-level Build-A-Bear 
Workshop, which will open later 
this year at Icon Park. 

There are also plenty of new 
additions coming to the city’s 
theme parks, including two new 
productions at Walt Disney World 
Resort - ‘Disney Jr. Mickey Mouse 
Clubhouse Live!’ and ‘The Magic 
of Disney Animation’.

Visitors can also expect a new 
two-storey venue, Level 99, to 
debut at Disney Springs, offering 
an interactive adult obstacle 
course with more than 50 
physical and mental challenges. 

Young guests will appreciate 
the arrival of Bluey and Bingo 

at Disney’s Animal Kingdom 
Theme Park, along with a newly 
enhanced Big Thunder Mountain 
Railroad and Buzz Lightyear’s 
Space Ranger Spin, both 
reopening in spring.

Additionally, Harry Potter fans 
can flock to Universal Orlando 
Resort, which this year is marking 
the 25th anniversary of the first 
film with special limited-time 
offerings in The Wizarding World 
of Harry Potter. JM

appointments
Send your new appointments to: 

appointments@traveldaily.com.au

Phil Goad has been appointed as New Zealand commercial manager at 
CVFR Consolidation Services. Goad was most recently the national sales 
manager at Expedia TAAP NZ, with his CV also including senior positions 
at Corporate Travel Management and Flight Centre Travel Group.

Beau Mitchem has stepped down from his position as head of media 
relations at Tourism Australia after nearly five years in the role. The 
former 2GB journalist played a key role in promoting Australia to visitors 
from around the world, and oversaw a 20% rise in TA’s earned media 
value, which grew to $649 million last financial year.

Stephen Marshall has been appointed as vice president global sales for 
Baille Lodges and Tierra Hotels, based out of the company’s Denver 
headquarters. Marshall brings extensive industry sales experience 
across Australia, New Zealand, North America and Europe. 

Aeronology has appointed Peter Egglestone as its new chief executive 
officer. Egglestone is the former CEO of Zenith Payments and boasts 
30 years of experience in the travel industry, including senior roles at 
Qantas and Journey Beyond.

Mariana Karavias has taken on an interim role as head of sales ANZ at 
Intrepid Travel. She has been the sales and customer service manager 
at the company since 2022. Karavias is filling in for Karen Shepherd, who 
has temporarily moved into a project lead secondment.

Platinum Travel Group has appointed Gabrielle Allen as its new client 
relationship manager. Allen has over 13 years of experience in the travel 
industry, working at companies such as FCTG, TAG and Stage and 
Screen Travel Australia. 

Justine Murphy is resigning from Tourism New Zealand after two 
years, during which she worked as regional marketing manager UK and 
Europe, and most recently business development consultant global. 

Fiona Cogar has taken on a new role as director of sales for travel 
marketing agency Slojourn Studio. She is tasked with overseeing the 
overall direction of the sales strategy across the agency’s portfolio in 
Greece, the Maldives, Vietnam, and Cambodia. Cogar will draw on 
two decades of experience across luxury travel sales and destination 
representation, most recently at Abercrombie & Kent, leading Australia 
and NZ sales for the global Akorn DMCs and Sanctuary Retreats portfolio.

Flight Centre Travel Group (FCTG) has made two key appointments, 
including Heidi Walker as country manager New Zealand. Walker, who 
has been apart of FCTG NZ since 2006, will continue in her current 
role as GM of Flight Centre brand in NZ. Meanwhile, the company has 
named Terrence Blokker as deputy country leader, in addition to his 
current role as NZ chief financial officer. Blokker will support cross-
brand alignment for FCTG’s NZ brands.
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MORE THAN 65 INCREDIBLE EXHIBITORS &
OVER $100,000 IN TRAVEL PRIZES TO BE WON

REGISTER NOW

• Our Travel Showcase & Soirée is back – bigger, better and more exciting than ever

• Australia’s largest independent travel event for advisors

• Now expanded for 2026 due to overwhelming demand

• Major convention centres in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane

• Limited places available – registration essential
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