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Today's issue of TD
Travel Daily today features

nine pages of news, including

a photo page from Adventure

World and our Business Events

News, plus a full page from

SONO Belle Bali Legian.

VIRGIN Australia (VA) has
announced a major investment in

reopening of its Beyond Lounge in
Perth alongside refurbishments to
its Brisbane domestic lounge (TD
breaking news).

Once open, the Perth Beyond
Lounge will be the fourth,
together with offerings in
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane.

Launched in 2022, the invite-
only Beyond Lounge concept
offers private spaces to work,
unwind and recharge.

Invited guests include decision
makers from VA’s largest
corporate accounts, as well as
leaders from business, sport,
tourism and more.

One month to Asia

MSC Cruises has marked one
month to go until the first guest
sailing of MISC World Asia, the
line’s highly anticipated new
flagship, which will feature
design influences inspired by
Asian culture.

Setting sail on 04 Dec, MISC
World Asia will operate seven-
night Mediterranean cruises
to ports such as Barcelona,
Marseille, Genoa, Civitavecchia,
Naples, Messina and Valletta.

A highlight will be the largest
Venchi experience at sea, bringing
together a chocolate boutique,
cafe and gelateria in one venue.

Travel Daily will be on board to
report on all of the excitement.

Qantas NDC.
Your Advantage

Bali in a new way

SONO Belle Bali Legian has
now reopened, redefining the
complete Balinese experience.

See more on the back page.

© Better pricing
© More offers

© Smarter servicing
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VA goes big

its lounge facilities that will see the

i ! .

Meanwhile, the Brisbane
domestic lounge will see a multi-
million-dollar refresh, adding
100 new seats with inbuilt power
as well as more workspaces,
including an enclosed meeting
room and individual pods.

The works, expected to be
completed by mid-2027, will
bring the lounge closer in design
and functionality to the flagship
Adelaide lounge.

VA has also introduced
WhatsApp customer service
messaging for Beyond, Velocity
Platinum Plus and Virgin Australia
Business Flyer members, offering
dedicated support for eligible
flight changes, upgrades to
Economy X or business class, and
general travel enquiries. ZH

The gift of travel

SIGNATURE Media has
launched Signature Travel
Club, a member initiative that
consolidates its portfolio of
magazines, digital archives and
editorial expertise in a single
offering for members.

Available to the travel trade as
an ideal gift for clients, the new
model offers regular prize draws
and promotions from hotels, tour
operators and cruise brands.

Additionally, members can
access insider tips from the
expert editorial team through
live-streamed Q&As, panels and
interviews taking place all year.

Membership includes a printed
version of Signature’s titles on
rotation each month: Signature
Luxury Travel & Style, Vacations
& Travel, Holidays with Kids and
Caravan & Camping with Kids.

To mark the launch, the first
prize on offer is a $10,000 escape
to InterContinental Hayman Great
Barrier Reef for five nights and
$500 in resort credit - HERE. AB
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HK goes gourmet

THE Hong Kong Tourism
Board has launched Hong Kong
Gourmet Month, offering several
activations and unique menus
across more than 400 venues

throughout the Chinese territory.

It will feature five themed
experiences ranging from late-
night dining to wine pairing. JB

Bunnik
Tours

»
»
»
210 A A
) UH
ACRO A REGIC
RO B NOVEMBER
%
=
ALL -
REGIopNg -
2027

s’ TRAVEL

Thursday 5th Nov 2026

iS50

PREZZEE GIFT VOUCHER

(€ J0IN OUR FACEBOOK TRAVEL AGENT GROUP FOR THE CODEWORD )

ook and pay the deposit on any tour by 21 December 2026.

& Once the booking deposit is received, we'll send your S50 Prezzee Gift Vnu:hgvﬁ_ ]

The hard fall back home

ONE in five Australians have
reported returning home from
holidays in some form of debt,
according to research from
insurance provider Insure&Go.

Surveying 1,019 Aussies, It
was also revealed that one in
four have overspent while on a
holiday, a result of unexpected
costs such as foreign exchange
fees, emergency transport plans
and other spontaneous changes
to their schedule.

Out of the one in five facing
debt, 13% took one to three
months to pay it off, 5% needed
four to six months and 2%
needed six months or more.

“Nobody wants to come
home from holiday in debt,
but it happens more than
people admit,” said Insure&Go
spokesperson Madhvi Mishra.

“A big trip is often one of
the biggest single expenses
Australians make in a year, so
it deserves the same financial
planning as any other major

purchase,” she added.

Men are more likely to be hit
with a post-holiday hangover,
with 17% accruing a debt which
cost one to three months to
exonerate, compared to 10% of
women facing this issue. JB

Bringing Xcitement

CELEBRITY Cruises has opened
bookings for the inaugural season
of Celebrity Xcite, joining its
Caribbean lineup in 2028.

Xcite's first season will see her
operate seven-night sailings from
Miami, heading to destinations
such as St Thomas, Antigua, the
British Virgin Islands, St Kitts
and Nevis, Sint Maarten and the
Dominican Republic.

She is the sixth ship in
Celebrity’s Edge series. JB
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Veltman departs

1000 Mile Travel Group co-
founder Nicola Veltman has
announced her departure, after
launching the company in 2014
alongside Ben Ross.

In a LinkedIn post that thanked
her industry connections and
partners, Veltman said she is
“only just getting started”. ZH
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CZ scraps Darwm flights

DARWIN'’S farthest-reaching
flight is no more, after China
Southern Airlines decided to drop
services between Darwin and
Guangzhou from 03 Dec.

The route has been in operation
for less than a year and is the
only flight linking the Northern
Territory and China.

A spokesperson from the Airport
Development Group (ADG) said

More on Maldives

LUXURY Escapes (LE) is offering
agents 15% commission on
eligible Maldives air and land
products sold before 30 Nov.

Within the campaign, there
are 20 luxury holiday packages
for agents to sell to their clients,
designed for couples, families,
friends and surfing-focused trips.

Bundles also include direct
charter flights between
Melbourne and Male with
Maldivian Air, exclusive to LE. JB

the group was “disappointed”
by the airline’s decision but that
ultimately carriers need to make
their own judgements.

The ADG also reiterated that
travellers from Darwin will
continue to have connectivity to
China through established hubs
like Singapore, Bali and Dili.

“We have got to not operate
in silos, whether that is different
government agencies, different
industry bodies, different
industry sectors and, of course,
the airport,” NT Chamber of
Commerce chief executive Glen
Hingley told the ABC.

The service is the latest to be
scrapped out of Darwin, after Air
Asia pulled out completely and
Qantas moved to only operate
during the peak season. AB/ZH
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Ponant pairs up
with APT for 2028

APT Luxury Travel will
exclusively charter Ponant
Explorations’ Le Jacques Cartier
on 2028 voyages in the Kimberley,
as part of a new collaboration
between the two operators.

Carrying a maximum of 174
passengers, the purpose-
built expedition ship will offer
journeys exploring the region’s
remote coastline, featuring
immersive shore landings,
Zodiac explorations and cultural
encounters, while enjoying the
comfort and personalised service
of both brands.

Select departures can also
be combined with APT’s 4WD
Kimberley adventures.

Ponant Explorations CEO
Asia Pacific Deb Corbett said
the partnership “reflects the
growing demand for immersive
exploration and creates a
compelling new chapter for
Kimberley exploration”. JM

Save up to 35% on Antarctic expeditions.”
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Aurora unveils 28/29

AURORA Expeditions has
unveiled its 2028/29 season, with
37 voyages spanning Antarctica,
South Georgia, the Falklands,
Malvinas and Patagonia across
three ships: Greg Mortimer, Sylvia
Earle and Douglas Mawson.

The collection introduces seven
Special Edition voyages and
four new itineraries, including
‘Antarctica: Behind the Lens’, a
doco-themed expedition with
wildlife experts on board. JM

Air Tahiti Nui wi-fi

AIR Tahiti Nui has announced a
new agreement with SpaceX that
will see its entire fleet kitted out
with Starlink wi-fi.

“Our passengers place their
trust in our airline,” Air Tahiti Nui
CEO Lionel Guerin said.

“They expect us to provide a
flawless in-flight experience.”

Starlink is scheduled to roll out
from 2027, offering free internet
in all travel classes. ZH

‘T&Cs apply.
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Aranui unveils ‘28

ARANUI Cruises has
announced its 2028 program,
which marks the first full year
for cruising for its newest vessel,
Aranoa (TD 03 Nov 2026).

The season will feature more
calls than ever to the Australs,
with 19 voyages exploring French
Polynesia’s southern archipelago,
including a 13-day roundtrip
cruise from Papeete featuring all
five of the islands.

The remaining 13 Australs
journeys sail roundtrip from
Papeete on a 12-day itinerary
with Huahine in the Society
Islands, replacing Rapa Iti as
part of an ongoing agreement to
introduce tourism gradually to
the tiny island community.

Aranui will also offer a freight-
free five-day short cruise to
Makatea, Mataiva and Anaa in
the Tuamotus, plus two 12-
day sailings to Pitcairn and the
Gambiers, which include an
overnight stay at Pitcairn.

More details on 2028 HERE. JM

Link owners hit Bangkok

OWNERS of Link Travel Group
member agencies will gather in
Bangkok this evening ahead of
the group’s owners retreat, which
is being held outside of Australia
for the first time this year at
Kimpton Maa-Lai.

“You can feel the excitement
in the air today, and over
the next two days and three
nights, our owners and their
partners will be wined and dined
throughout various locations in
this magnificent city, all while
enjoying each other’s company,”
Link general manager Scott
Darlow (pictured) said.

Friday’s program will include
the traditional general managers’
report, providing a transparent
overview of Link’s FY26 financial
performance, alongside business
updates from retreat sponsors
Singapore Airlines, AMA
Waterways, Chimu Adventures
and Royal Caribbean Group’s
sister brands.

Connection and collaboration
will continue on Sat, when
delegates will be challenged to
“think differently and perform
brilliantly” by a behavioural
specialist, criminologist and
neuroscientist in a session

A team-building activity will
follow, before the retreat wraps
up with the Owners Awards
Dinner at The Langham, Customs
House Bangkok.

The event will give delegates an
opportunity to experience and
tour the new five-star property
ahead of its official opening,
before the retreat concludes on
Sun with a group breakfast. ZH

Discover the new and improved

Tahiti Specialist Program

A smarter way to learn, connect
& grow with industry offers

and opportunities to help you
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+ A$200 Reward Voucher for every 5 eligible Return Economy Class tickets sold
+ A$150 Reward Voucher for every 2 eligible Return Business Class tickets sold
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RegisterNow!]

One Stop to London
Thousands in Rewards

sponsored by nib Travel Insurance.

Window
1 Seat

FORGET the reality TV shows,
Finland is taking finding love
to a whole new level.

The happiest country in the
world has rolled out a new
tourism campaign, inviting 16
singles for an all-expenses-
paid Finnish experience.

The four-day adventure,
titled ‘Finnish Dinner Date’,
will offer singles aged 18 and
above a trip to either Helsinki
or Tampere in Feb next year.

Winners will enjoy an
itinerary of culinary and
cultural experiences, including
outdoor activities and saunas.

Hopeful romantics must post
an original English-language
video explaining their dream
dinner-date dish on Instagram,
TikTok or YouTube, tagging
Visit Finland and using
#FinnishDinnerDate.
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Nomad, Bench brox

LONGSTANDING partners
Bench Africa and Nomad Africa
have launched a dual-branded
2027 brochure.

Highlighting the best of small
group tours and safaris across
Southern and East Africa, the
release coincides with Nomad’s
earlybird Black Friday sale.

“The brochure invites agents
to take a fresh look at overland
travel and the clients it can
appeal to,” Bench Africa head
of trade relations Andy Kirkman
said, adding that Africa by road
offers an immersive experience.

For Australian agents, booking
through Bench Africa combines
Nomad'’s operational expertise
in Africa with Bench Africa’s
specialist product knowledge and
local booking support. ZH

Download the brochure HERE.
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Camperdown joins EVT

LANDMARK Hotel
Camperdown has transitioned
from its former Rydges branding
to join the Independent
Collection by EVT.

The 146-key property now sits
alongside The Capitol, Harbour
Rocks Hotel, The Ultimo and The
Old Clare in Sydney within the
curated portfolio.

“After more than 20 years as
Rydges Camperdown, we're
excited to begin a new chapter as
Landmark Hotel Camperdown,”
GM Daniel Neuman said.

“Our transition to Independent

RSSC entertains

REGENT Seven Seas Cruises
(RSSC) has unveiled its
entertainment lineup for Seven
Seas Prestige, with six original
programs and the cruise line’s
first onboard DJ, jazz duo and
string duo.

The six productions include Viva
Vedette, Riviera Luxe, Rewind,
Allegro, Golden Hour and Golden
Night, and Tipples and Tales: A
Zacapa Rum Voyage.

Each production will be held in
either the Constellation Theatre
or the Starlight Atrium. JB

Collection by EVT gives us an
exciting opportunity to establish
our own identity while continuing
to deliver the welcoming
experience our guests and travel
partners have come to know and
appreciate,” he added.

Guests staying at the hotel
will enjoy the EVT Dream Bed, a
flat-screen TV, minibar fridge, tea-
and coffee-making facilities and
complementary wi-fi.

Dining options include Rowley’s
Restaurant and Bar alongside 24-
hour room service.

There is also an outdoor
swimming pool, onsite parking,
guest laundry and secure storage,
as well as five function rooms
with audio-visual systems.

Landmark Hotel Camperdown is
close to the Enmore Theatre, the
University of Sydney and Royal
Prince Alfred Hospital. /M

Ceylon certified

SARGIA Holidays and SriLankan
Holidays have partnered up to
launch a collection of small group
tours to Sri Lanka, with each
departure capped at six guests
and guaranteed to run.

Itineraries range from 10 to 14
days, offering highlights such as
Sigiriya, Kandy, Ella and Galle.

Departures are catered
for friends’ trips and multi-
generational family travel,
providing everything from hiking,
safari trips, cultural immersion
and beach getaways. JB
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Qantas renews

QANTAS has filed an application
to the International Air Services
Commission, requesting a
capacity renewal for flights to
Italy and Fiji.

The carrier wants 165 seats per
week in Fiji and 300 third-country
codeshare seats per week in Italy,
asking for both directions for the
two countries. JB

Qatar ups Americas

QATAR Airways has completed
its inaugural flight between Doha
and Caracas and Bogota.

The new, twice-weekly service
departs Doha landing in Bogota
before continuing on to Caracas
and finally returning to Doha.

Flying Boeing 777-200LR
aircraft, Qatar now services 17
destinations in the Americas. ZH
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JetBlue goes again

JETBLUE has raised its checked
bag fees for the second time this
year, now USS$55 (A$78.40) for
peak travel periods.

The US carrier said the move
was to assist with growing jet fuel
prices and operating costs.

It encourages passengers to add
checked bags at least 24 hours
before their trip to save $15. JB

Europa 2 revitalised

HAPAG-LLYOD Cruises has
announced that its Europa 2
vessel will enter dry dock in
Singapore from 09-23 Jan 2027.

The dry dock will see the
vessel’s interiors gain new colour
palettes, furnishing and lighting.

Her Verandah and Penthouse
Suites will feature mint-green
hues and coral accents. JB
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Al demands a new skill

Vishnu Daram
is managing
director of Taj
Voyages, an ATAS-
accredited South
Asia specialist
based in Sydney.

WHEN Taj
Voyages opened in 2012, a
client’s first email asked what was
possible. They had a destination,
a rough budget and little else. My
job was to supply the information.

That sort of email has largely
gone - what arrives now is a
complete itinerary - 14 nights,
named cities, a day-by-day
sequence, even specific hotels.

It has been
assembled
elsewhere:

a forum, a
platform, and
increasingly,
an Al assistant
that will
produce a
complete India
itinerary in
seconds.

This is not
a threat to
agents. Itisa
change in what
the work is,
and the skill it demands is not the
one most of us built.

The itineraries are not nonsense,
which is precisely the problem.

They are plausible, well
structured and confidently wrong
in ways a client cannot detect.

They compress a full day’s
drive into an afternoon. They
put people in Rajasthan in May.
They schedule the Taj Mahal on a
Friday, when it is closed.

None of it looks like an error
on the page. It reveals itself only
when someone who has sold the
country for 14 years reads the
sequence.

Here is what | did not anticipate:
the client is invested in the plan
before we ever speak. They did
the work.

They are attached to it.

So the job is now partly editorial.
Read what they have decided,
identify the two or three choices

that would genuinely ruin the
trip, fix those, and leave the rest
alone - even where | would have
built it differently.

An agent who replaces a client’s
itinerary wholesale has told them
their work was worthless, and
usually loses them.

That restraint is harder to learn
than the knowledge.

There is a commercial
consequence the trade has not
caught up with. If itineraries are
being drafted by a machine before
a client contacts anyone, whether

that machine
knows you
exist is no
longer a
marketing
detail.
Itis the top
of the funnel.
Being found
is not only
about ranking
a page. It
is about
whether your
expertise
exists
anywhere a
machine can read, attribute and
quote. Most agencies | know have
no view on this. Their knowledge
sits in their heads, their quotes
and their email threads - exactly
where a machine cannot reach
it. The itinerary that reaches
the client gets assembled from
whoever published.

For all that, the half-researched
client is the best we have had.

They have already decided the
trip matters enough to spend
hours on it. They are not price-
shopping a flight.

By the time they write to us,
they have self-selected into the
complexity we are built for.

They simply need something
different from 2012. Not access
and not information. Judgement.

E[/l/e/l/ CWZ/
starts a new chapter

99 CLICKHERE TO CHECK IT OUT

Travel in the News

NEWS Australia has announced
its Travel Tuesday campaign,
with several leading brands
showcasing their deals across the
publishing company’s mastheads
and social channels.

Rolling out this month,
Helloworld, Flight Centre, Jetstar,
Intrepid and Inspiring Vacations
will be featured in weekly deal
hubs, digital guides and curated
social videos appearing in Escape,
Travel + Luxury, news.com.au,
in addition to state newspapers
including The Daily Telegraph,
Herald Sun, The Courier-Mail and
The Advertiser.

The campaign will wrap up on
01 Dec, when News Australia
will run a full cross-platform
integration with high-impact print
wraps, homepage takeovers and
live deal trackers. JB
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IN OCT, Brendan Vacations rolled out the green carpet and said ‘Céad Mile Failte’ to six lucky travel advisors
on a seven-day journey through Ireland.
Thursday 5th Nov 2026 Hosted by Brendan Vacations’ Valerie Bracken and Adventure World’s Elsa McLean, the group discovered

the magic of the Emerald Isle, from Dublin’s historic streets and the legendary Blarney
Stone to the colourful coastal town of Kinsale and the breathtaking Cliffs of Moher.

Along the way, they experienced the best of Irish culture and hospitality, with traditional
music in Doolin, spectacular scenery along the Ring of Kerry and a meaningful Make Travel
Mater Experience celebrating local food. The highlight was an unforgettable stay at the
magnificent five-star Dromoland Castle, adding a touch of luxury to the adventure.

Beyond the iconic sights, it was the genuine connections, local stories and warm lIrish
welcomes that made the journey truly special.

Attendees included: Milton Massel, Goldman Corporation; Simone Berryman, Home and
Afar Travel; Bryce Read, Envoyage NZ; Emily Sonley, MTA Travel; Rose Febo, TravelManagers
AU; and Margy Stimson, MTA Travel.

|
[
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AT BLARNEY Castle, where the
group gained the gift of the gab.

l WALKING Irish Wolfhounds at

Dromoland Castle.

EXPLORING the
famed Cliffs of Moher.

ROSE Febo from TravelManagers AU
in the gardens of Dromoland Castle.

THE group spent one night in the

g beautiful Dromoland Castle.
,.ﬁ. b g
b d

ELSA M.cLean, head of sales at Adventure TWO nights were spent at The : A FINAL night celebration with LTC
World, with an Irish Wolfhound. Great Southern Killarney. advisors at the Bailey Bar & Café in Dublin.
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ADELAIDE MAKES BIG EVENT GAINS

BUSINESS Events Adelaide

(BEA) secured 197 future business

events during FY26, projected to
generate a total $602 million for
the South Australian economy.
Detailed in its 2025/26 annual
report, the organisation targeted
key sectors including health
and life sciences, defence,
space, AgTech and advanced
manufacturing, as well as mid-
size business events, all of which

it said cater to the city’s strengths

as a MICE destination and are
expected to attract a total of
105,000 delegates.

The report, which was unveiled
at BEA’s AGM last week, also
claimed that delegate spending
injects almost $2 million into the
state’s economy per day.

Speaking on the outcome,
Business Events Adelaide CEO
Damien Kitto explained that the
numbers depicted a story of

resilience and flexibility.

“Having spent recent years
consolidating our domestic
position, we are now investing
in a genuine presence in key
overseas markets, building
relationships rather than relying
on periodic visits and creating a
dedicated role here in Adelaide
to oversee our highest-priority
international bids,” he said.

The company’s chair lan Horne
acknowledged the support from
the state government, which

Alliance Airlines opens up charters

ALLIANCE Airlines is
encouraging organisers,
businesses and travel planners
to forgo traditional flight
options and book its charter
aircraft, which can hold 75 to
110 passengers.

Specialising in domestic
flights across Australia, the
operator offers one-way flights
as well as a series of flights to
several destinations.

The charter flights can
transport employees, clients

or delegates to conferences,
company retreats, product
launches and incentive trips.

Alliance’s fleet is comprised
of three Fokker aircraft as well
as an Embraer 190. JB

chipped in an additional $10
million towards bid funding.

“The measure of an
organisation lies in its ambition
and its resolve - that is why [ am
confident in where we stand, and
excited about what lies ahead,”
Horne stated.

During the financial year, the
company was also supported by
Adelaide Airport, the Adelaide
Convention Centre, Adelaide
Oval, the City of Adelaide and its
annual membership fees. JB

Cairns marks 30

CAIRNS Convention
Centre is celebrating its 30th
anniversary with the release
of a commemorative e-book.

The publication features
a spotlight on the centre’s
milestones and achievements,
as well as the people that
made them possible.

Moving forward, the centre
is set to host the Rural
Medicine Australia 2027
convention (TD 29 Oct 2026)
and RotorTech 2028. JB

Events near WSI

EXCLUSIVE

ATURA Oran Park has
reported strong event
demand since its opening
(TD 30 Oct 2026), according
to area general manager
Shannon Craig.

Speaking with Travel Daily,
Craig explained that she was
“pleased” with the current
volume of event enquiries
the property has received.

“There is strong demand
from local businesses,
community organisations
and sporting groups seeking
quality event facilities closer
to home,” Craig said.

“From weddings, birthdays
and anniversaries, to
conferencing, we have a
space for everyone.

“Our pillarless ballroom
is already a drawcard for
bookings,” she added.

“True to Atura’s bold and
fun approach, we want
every occasion here to feel
memorable.”

The property boasts seven
flexible event spaces, with
capacity ranging from 12 to
500 guests.

With Atura Oran Park
being marketed as an
airport hotel for Western
Sydney International, Craig
added that it provides
corporate travellers and
event organisers a “highly
accessible alternative” to
Sydney’s CBD. JB/AB
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APPOINTMENTS

Send your new appointments to:
appointments@traveldaily.com.au

The Walshe Group has expanded its Delta Air Lines Australian sales
team, appointing Trudie Mansfield as agency sales account executive,
Queensland, as well as Deniz Ogutveren as agency sales account
executive, Victoria. Mansfield joins with over 20 years of aviation
industry experience, including account management roles at Virgin
Australia. Meanwhile, Ogutveren joins from Envoyage.

Sea Cloud Cruises has appointed Jana Woczikowski as its new global
marketing director, based in Hamburg. She joins from Lanserhof Group
where she was director of marketing. Prior to that, she held senior roles
atTUI Cruises, focusing on marketing and e-commerce.

Shane Jameson has started a new role at Aman, serving as its head

of regional sales APAC and China. He has spent the past five years in
Thailand, most recently with IHG as area director of food and beverage.
Other roles include cluster director of sales and marketing at Kimpton
Maa-Lai Bangkok and area director of sales and marketing, also at IHG.

Jamie Keable has stepped into the role of commercial lead - cruise
at Ignite Travel Group. He has been with the Ignite team since 2023,
previously serving as product manager - cruise. Before that, he spent
almost four years at the Flight Centre Travel Academy as a national
facilitator for the Diploma of Travel & Tourism.

Flight Centre Travel Group has appointed Lincoln Maitland-Smith
as a brand executive. He joins from Ignite Travel Group, where he was
previously marketing executive. During his tenure at Ignite, he helped
launch Explorations By Norwegian.

Simon Gatt has been appointed by Hertz as regional manager -
business development, Australia and New Zealand. He has served
at the vehicle rental company since Aug 2024, holding the roles of key
account manager lead - Tasmania, Victoria and South Australia, as well
as sales and account manager.

Dennis Basham has joined Alliance Airlines as its head of charters

and partnerships. His previous role was at Vicinity Centres, serving as
assistant retail manager for Uptown & QueensPlaza Brisbane. He was
also the managing director - Australia at Exoticca and more notably the
lead - customer product and partnerships at Bonza.

Club Med has appointed Marc Letourneau as general manager of Club
Med Pacific, replacing Michelle Davies. He most recently spent the past
six years leading Club Med’s Japan and South Korea markets. Overall, he
brings over 28 years of experience with the company, including seven
years as sales manager for Australia and New Zealand.

Entire Travel Group managing director Brad McDonnell has joined
the Australian Travel Industry Association’s Accreditation Advisory

Committee. McDonnell has been with Entire since 2007.

NEW Caledonia’s tourism
board recently took a group of
Australian travel agents on a
famil, with an emphasis on lesser-
known destinations.

During their trip, the group
experienced the Isle of Pines,
Kone Island, Hienghene,
Poindimie, in addition to visiting
the capital of Noumea.

Agents also experienced
recently-opened properties
such as Le Domaine Oro and the
Hibiscus Hotel. JB

Pictured: Carol Haslam,

Slow Tours; Simon Mallender,
Diveplanit; Shenaz Khan, Trip.
com; Jeremie Jezequel, New

Seray sets sail

NILE Seray, an A&K Sanctuary,
has officially launched,
accommodating 64 passengers
for four-night sailings between
Luxor and Aswan.

The vessel sports 32 suites, in
addition to two dining venues,
a gym and two massage rooms,
with the sun deck providing a
place for guests to unwind.

Rates for voyages aboard the
ship start from US$3,125pp. JB

FOLLOW US

Follow Travel Daily to get
your travel news first

Caledonia Voyages; Rebecca
Marchal, New Caledonia Tourism;
Remy Jaboulet, Expedia; and
Mark Norek, Life’s An Adventure.

CT coming close

IT IS now two weeks until
the CT Partners 2026 Annual
Conference, bringing together
110 independent travel business
owners and supplier partners.

Taking place from 15-20 Nov,
the event will commence at the
W Shanghai - The Bund before
guests board Luminara for a
three-night voyage to Hong Kong.

Artificial intelligence will lead
talking points, with strategist
and entrepreneur Adrian Giles
delivering a keynote analysing
findings from a recent CT
Partners delegate survey, which
shows how agencies, suppliers
and airlines are adopting the
technology and the challenges
associated with it.

The wider program will explore
modern airline retailing, evolving
premium traveller expectations
and the value of advisors in an
ever-changing digital world. JB
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SONO Belle

BALI LEGIAN

Your Next Bali,

w .
Be |ns Here

|

UNWIND SAVOUR
Away Bali Legian Camakila is now SONO Belle Bali Legian.

Discover 117 rooms, embrace the island’s relaxed rhythm and

experience the warmth of Balinese hospitality.

Find your Bali escape. sonobellebali.com
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