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THINKING ABOUT BEING A 

MOBILE TRAVEL ADVISOR? 

GET OUR FREE GUIDE
DOWNLOADMTA Advisor:

Beth Betland

Grow your international policy sales for your chance to win  
a share of $26,500 in cash and Velocity Frequent Flyer points.

One leaderboard.Four checkpoints.

Ready to play

World tour
Join the Worry less

competition

T&Cs apply

ENTER TODAY

Share your experience 
with Travel Agent Finder

Over $12,000
in prizes to be won!

T&Cs Apply. Permit Numbers: NSW TP/05306 & 
NTP/17908 · SA T26/1490 · ACT TP 26/01954

Australia’s #1 Japan Touring Specialist

START TAILORING

Receive a  
$100 gift card 

when you book 
& deposit a 

tailormade Japan 
itinerary by 31 Oct

T&Cs apply.

 Tailormade
Rewards

FOR YOU

Australia’s #1 Japan Touring Specialist

Decades of 

Expertise

Authentic  
Local Experiences

Customised 

Itineraries

Seamless  
End-to-End Service

FIND OUT MORE

 Tailormade
Japan
YOUR WAY

Sydney lands two big wins 
TWO major aviation 

announcements for Sydney 

were made this morning, with 

new services to Egypt and Fiji 

confirmed for Sydney Airport and 
Western Sydney International, 
respectively (TD breaking news).

From 19 Mar 2027, Fiji Airways 
will operate three weekly red-eye 

flights between WSI and Nadi, 
taking off at 11.55pm and arriving 
in Fiji just before 5am local time.

Using B737 MAX 8 aircraft, 
the upcoming service will add 

53,000 seats annually in a flight 
configuration of 162 economy 
and eight in business class.

Special introductory return fares 

are on offer now from $639, and 

will remain available until 23 Sep.
The development coincides with 

Fiji Airways opting to scrap direct 
flights to Canberra from early 
next year.

Meanwhile, Sydney Airport 
announced that EgyptAir plans to 
launch services connecting Cairo, 
Singapore and Sydney from 2027.

Sydney Airport CEO Scott 
Charlton said the development 
was “a major milestone” for 

Sydney’s international network. 
“Egypt is the largest unserved 

African market for Australian 
travellers, and a Sydney service 

is a big step forward in improving 

connectivity between Australia 
and Egypt,” Charlton said.

Schedules, aircraft type and 
ticket sales will be announced 
closer to the launch date. AB

Tempting Tahiti 
POnanT Explorations and Paul 

Gauguin Cruises have launched a 
tempting Tahiti offer - see p10.

Finding out France
The 2026 France Online 

Showcase will take place on Thu 

17 Sep at 4.00pm AEST. 
See more on the back page.

Today’s issue of TD
Travel Daily today features 

nine pages of news, including 

our Luxury page, a special 

feature from atout France, 

plus a full page from Ponant.
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* Price correct as at 31 August 2026 and is subject to change, availability and withdrawal. Conditions apply.

L E A R N  M O R E

C R U I S E  F R O M  O N L Y  $ 1 2 0 P P / P D *

L A S T  C H A N C E  S A L E  O N  N O W

R E D U C E D  R AT E S  A C R O S S  A U S T R A L I A ,  N E W  Z E A L A N D  &  S O U T H  P A C I F I C *

FROM

$4,599pp

14 DAYS | ESCORTED 
FAMILY FRIENDLY | MIN. GROUP SIZE 2

SOUTHERN INDIA 
EXPLORER

VIEW DEAL

PRICE PER PERSON TWIN SHARE | LAND ONLY

SURCHARGES MAY APPLY

Book now

*T&C’s apply

SAVE          $2,200
per couple on selected 2027/2028 tours*

up to

25%+ off 

hotels for big 

travelling 

moments

Lock in great rates 

for travel through to 

31st March 2027

View special rates

Ends 

7th October 2026

A Luxury Escape to Qld

Luxury Escapes is set to 

unveil its third physical store in 

Westfield Chermside in Brisbane 
in Nov, founder and CEO Adam 
Schwab has revealed exclusively 

to Travel Daily.

Located in the premium 

shopping centre alongside 

“absolute A+ neighbours” like 
Apple and Mecca, the more 
than 200m² store will feature a 

champagne bar like its locations 
in Melbourne and Sydney.

According to Schwab, the 
Melbourne location has proven to 
be “an incredible success - it’s the 

highest grossing travel store in 

the world and Sydney is actually 

tracking ahead of it”.

He also noted that Perth will 
likely be the next cab off the 
rank for the OTA’s store network, 
potentially followed by Adelaide 
and the Gold Coast.

Eventually, Schwab would like 

a network of 10 Luxury Escapes 

stores around the world including 

Australia, New Zealand, and even 
Singapore.

“[The stores are] a great way to 

engage our customers,” he said.

“We see hundreds of people 

every week and build some major 

relationships with customers who 
wouldn’t have otherwise come in 

- a lot of people just want to have 

an in-store experience.

Meanwhile, season nine of the 

brand’s television series, Luxury 

Escapes: World’s Best Holidays, 

is premiering this week on Foxtel 

Lifestyle and Binge. JHM

E X C L U S I V E

Lowell lurks over Lihue
haWaiian Airlines temporarily 

suspended flights in and out of 
Lihue on the island of Kauai, due 

to Hurricane Lowell. 

Flights were suspended on Mon 

11am local time, which included 
inter-island services and trips to 

the US West Coast. 
Services resumed yesterday. JB

Blake sails into cruise
KrisTi Blake has joined 

Lindblad Expeditions as its new 
PR and communications director, 
marking her entry into cruise 

after 20 years working in hotels 
across US and Australia. JM

Jakarta flights back
FLighTs in and out of Jakarta 

have resumed after volcanic ash 
forced a two-day closure of the 

hub and impacted nearly 3,000 

flights (TD 07 Sep 2026). 

 Authorities determined that 
conditions were now safe for 
aviation to resume after Anak 
Krakatau erupted. ZH
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LEARN AND WIN  
a trip to Tokyo! 

Click here to register

ACCC clears JB
JOurney Beyond has secured 

ACCC approval for its $145.8m 
acquisition of Kelsian Group’s 
remaining tourism portfolio (TD 

breaking news yesterday).

The transaction, expected to 
complete in the first half of FY27, 
remains subject to FIRB approval, 
change-of-control consents and 

other conditions. 
Kelsian Group first announced it 

had begun the process to ofÒoad 
its tourism portfolio in Feb this 
year (TD 24 Feb 2026). 

The ACCC found the divestment 
was unlikely to substantially 
lessen competition. 

The deal was originally valued 

at $161m but was reduced after 
SeaLink Rottnest was removed 
from the portfolio in Aug. 

Journey Beyond’s acquisition 
will further expand its position in 
Australian experiential tourism. 

The acquired portfolio includes:  
Murray Princess Cruise, Sydney 
Harbour Cruises and Ferries, 
K’gari Resorts and more. ZH

Find out more

*Sale ends 11.59pm (AEST) 14 September 2026, unless sold out prior. 

USA and Canada

SALE
Help your customers save on flights to the

USA and Canada. Hurry! Ends 14 September.* 

Select routes, travel dates and conditions apply.

Solomon Airlines to grow tourism base 
sOLOMOn Airlines has ruled 

out adding another international 
aircraft in the near term, as it 
instead pivots from operating 
two A320-200s towards efforts 
to grow domestic tourism and 
improve visitor connectivity.

Following news that the carrier 

will return one of its two large 

aircraft at the end of its lease in 
May next year (TD 03 Sep 2026), 

CEO Matt Findlay (pictured) told 

Travel Daily the airline had not 

experienced a “marked drop-

off” in bookings, but conceded 
forecasts pointed to a subdued 

Australian market.
“What we are seeing is softer 

forward demand - forecasts 

pointing to a flatter market 
rather than a collapse in current 

bookings,” Findlay explained.

“We track softer forecasts 
from a wide range of sources, 

from commercial bank forecasts, 

the reserve banks of Australia 

and New Zealand...and forward 
commentary from Qantas, Air 
New Zealand, Auckland Airport, 
Virgin Australia, etc. 

“Add to that the prospect of 
higher interest rates in Australia, 
which typically quickly weighs 

on discretionary spending and 
leisure travel purchases - when 

several independent sources 

point the same direction, that’s a 
signal we must take into account.”

Findlay added that from an 

airline perspective, price and 
promotional activity can help 
stimulate demand, but ultimately 
they will not offset items like 
“dramatically elevated fuel costs”.

“We can’t discount our way out 

of a soft market, so our real focus 
now is pivoting toward growing 
our own tourism base - better 
serving the domestic market and 
making it easier for visitors to get 

around the Solomons once they 

land,” he said.

The carrier’s chief also noted 

that the Brisbane-Honiara route 

remains a “core part” of its 

international network.
“It is a route we continue to 

invest in and manage carefully 

alongside the broader fleet plan.”
Reflecting on the upcoming 

return of one of its A320-200s, 
Findlay said the reason it was 

unlikely to go back to two any 

time soon was due to fleet 
decisions being demand-led 

rather than aspirational.
“We are not seeing demand ex 

Australia or New Zealand that’s 
materially stronger or durable 

enough to justify carrying two 
aircraft in the current operating 
environment,” he concluded. AB

E X C L U S I V E
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�e Tahiti Specialist  Program just got better!

A smarter way to learn, connect  & grow with industry o�ers 
and opportunities to help you experience �e Islands of Tahiti 
for yourself. 

Including Air Tahiti Nui’s industry fare:
SYDNEY → PAPEETE
$390 RETURN*

New direct service launching 15 December!

* Fares are subject to change without notice. Fare level shown does not include airport taxes.

Join now

TAIPEI JAPAN KOREA LONDON

FLIGHTSADDITIONAL
VIA

FROM AUSTRALIA
TO THE WORLD.

toTAIPEI

JAPAN KOREA

SYD
DAILY  FLIGHTS ADDITIONAL FLIGHTS

MEL &BNE

EUROPE

CHECKED BAG

2 PI ECES
COMPL I MENTARY

WI-FI oNBOARD

EVERY DAY TAKES YOU FURTHER.

23KG EACH

Impact of visa pause is already here 
The Backpacker & Youth 

Tourism Advisory Panel (BYTAP) is 
calling for better communication 
and certainty as processing 

pauses and delays to the Working 

Holiday Maker visa system begin 

to have a “genuine commercial” 

impact on the travel industry. 

Speaking exclusively to TD on 

behalf of BYTAP, former AAA CEO 
Simon Westaway said he has 

been concerned with the pause in 

processing of offshore visas. 
“Everyone right across the 

political divide sees the value 
in the working holiday maker 

program,” he said.  

“All states benefit from working 
holiday makers, some more than 

others, but the reality is they are 

a really important visitor cohort. 

“We are in a really critical 
window here, this is the peak 

time when people come from 
overseas on a working holiday.” 

Westaway added that while 

many industries are aligned on 

the issue, tourism businesses 

around the country “absolutely” 

require ongoing working holiday 

makers to continue operations. 
“There are numerous examples 

where large swathes of the 

workforce, particularly in our 
regional and remote parts of 

the country, are delivering a 

tourism and hospitality product 

that cannot be delivered by 

Australians,” he argued. 
“The ongoing chitter-chatter 

that has occurred because of the 

slowness of this process…we are 

now definitely seeing a material 
impact in terms of the number of 

working holiday makers coming 

into the country.” 

As Australia heads into peak 

hospitality season, Westaway 

called on the government to 

reopen the scheme. 

“We are really calling on greater 

certainty, greater levels of 

communication and obviously, let 
us reopen the opportunity that 

this program provides.”

Westaway’s comments echo the 

sentiments of several industry 
groups who have stated concerns 

are already growing across 

tourism and hospitality.

“Queensland can build all 

the hotel rooms it wants, but 

those hotels still need people to 
operate them,” KPAT Hotels MD 
Kenneth Wagner said. 

Leaders in the business events 

sector shared similar concerns. 

“We typically employ 300-400 

working holiday travellers across 

our peak periods,” Harry the Hirer 

CEO Gab Robinson said. 
“The govt needs to make it 

easier to employ people to do the 

work that businesses need.” ZH

E X C L U S I V E

ATIA has it covered
The Australian Travel Industry 

Association (ATIA) has welcomed 
Cover-More Travel Insurance’s 
strengthened support for the 

travel industry, with the insurer 

stepping up as an ATIA strategic 
partner and Beyond Borders 

engagement partner, while also 

continuing on as a gold sponsor 
of the NTIAs. 

Cover-More previously backed 

ATIA’s advocacy to retain the 
deferred sales model exemption, 
which allows agents to sell travel 

insurance at the point of booking 

(TD 25 Aug 2026). 
The exemption was due to 

expire on 05 Oct 2026, but 
Treasury has proposed extending 

it for a further five years to 2031.
“Their partnership 

demonstrates to our members 

the value they place on the 

trade,” ATIA chief executive 
ofÏcer Dean Long said. 

 “We know the industry 

gets behind our partners in 

recognition of that support.” ZH
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OUT NOWCruise guide

READ NOW

The must-have guide  
for selling cruise

All aboard C360
TicKeTs for CLIA’s Cruise360 

Australasia have now sold out, 
with over 850 delegates expected 
to attend the major event. 

The conference will be held 

at ICC Sydney on 17-18 Sep, 
designed to provide CLIA-
afÏliated travel advisors with the 
tools and information to adapt to 
the ever-changing cruise market. 

Cruise360 includes the two-day 
conference program, an industry 

cocktail event and an exhibition 
showcasing CLIA cruise lines, 
destinations, industry partners 
and CLIA executive partners. JB

Star is ready for her close-up
neW images of Australia’s first 

luxury overnight river vessel, 

Australian Star, have been 

released ahead of her launch on 

18 Sep (TD 04 Dec 2025).
The vessel has successfully 

completed all testing procedures 
and trials, and is now ready to 

operate her debut three-night 

cruise later this month. 

Fresh imagery shows Australian 

Star’s Hopwood Bar and Lounge 

(pictured) and Randell Dining 
Room, as well as her exterior.

The riverboat features 

38 deluxe, air-conditioned 
staterooms, a lounge with 

panoramic river views, and 

multiple outdoor spaces.
To celebrate the upcoming 

launch, Murray River 
Paddlesteamers is offering 
savings of $500 per couple and a 
reduced solo supplement of 45% 
on Australian Star’s three-, four- 

and seven-night cruises from the 

historic Victorian river port of 

Echuca on the Murray River.
Book here by 30 Sep 2026. JM

Pearl peaks in 2028
PearL Expeditions has 

announced its 2028 expedition 
calendar, featuring travel across 

Australia and the Indo-Pacific. 
With voyages spanning seven 

to 11 days aboard Paspaley Pearl, 

the 2028 season is highlighted 
by trips to the Kimberley, 

Arnhem Land, Tiwi Islands, Raja 
Ampat, the Spice Islands of East 
Indonesia, Borneo and Papua 
New Guinea. 

Strong demand has also seen 

Pearl add three departures to its 
Great Barrier Reef expedition in 
2028, with new trips focused on 
the Torres Strait.

Meanwhile, the Borneo 

expedition will be highlighted 
by an exclusive two-night stay in 

Tanjung Puting, allowing guests 
to get up close and personal with 

orangutans and Komodo dragons. 

Guests can also make the most 

of increased charter flight access, 
with dedicated services from 

Cairns to Papa New Guinea, as 
well as Darwin to Raja Ampat. JB

A Wonder-ful debut
Recently-launched 

hospitality representation 
brand Marketing Wonders (TD 

20 Apr 2026) has announced 
its foundation client in Resorts 
World Sentosa (RWS) Singapore. 

Marketing Wonders - led by 
Sherly Handjojo - is handling PR 
for the Singaporean brand in 

the Australian and New Zealand 
markets, with the agency set to 

release a monthly newsletter 
featuring news, product updates 

and opportunities from RWS. 
 In collaboration with Marriott 

International, RWS Singapore is 
an integrated resort destination 
with properties including the 
Resorts World Convention Centre 
& the Singapore Oceanarium. JB

Famil Prize IncludesWIN one of ten places on our
2027 Canada famil 

 Catch up on our previous Getaway episodes from Saturday 29 Aug & 05 Sep
on YouTube to complete the quiz and simply make a booking by 

Friday 11 December, you’ll automatically go into the draw to 
WIN ONE OF TEN PLACES 

on our hosted Canada famil, departing Sydney 15 September 2027.

Discover Canada. Watch. Share 
& Book for your Chance to Win.

With thanks to our longstanding partners

Famil Prize Includes
• Air Canada flights ex Sydney
• 8 nights Scenic Special Fairmont hotel stays:
   o Fairmont Banff Springs - 2 nights
   o Fairmont Lake Louise - 2 nights
   o Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge - 2 nights
   o Fairmont Vancouver - 2 nights
• Rocky Mountaineer Gold Leaf - 2 day journey

Terms & Conditions apply*

CLICK HERE TO ENTER
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Special fares to Europe 
and beyond

Help your clients discover more of the world  
with fares from AUD 1,439 return* to Barcelona, 
Zurich, Athens and more. Book by 14 September 
2026 for travel now until 31 July 2027.

qatarairways.com/tradeportal

*Terms and conditions apply.
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SHARPEN YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE ON 

MONACO WITH 

TRAVEL DAILY 

TRAINING ACADEMY

Click here to discover

DoubleTree in Parra 
hiLTOn is set to introduce its 

DoubleTree by Hilton brand to 

Parramatta, with the 100-key 
hotel slated to open in late 2028. 

To be located on 34 Hassall 

Street, the hotel forms part of 

the Cosmopolitan mixed-use 
development from Deicorp and 

will be operated by Trilogy Hotels. 

Space for each room will range 

from 20-45m², while guests can 
dine at an all-day restaurant and 

lounge, as well as utilise events 
spaces and fitness facilities. 

Spanning two 46-storey 

buildings, Cosmopolitan will 
include 597 apartments, along 
with a range of commercial, retail 

and dining concepts. JB
NRL drives bookings

BOOKing reservations for 
Sydney hotels by Kiwi travellers 

during the NRL grand final week 
has tripled, reflecting a strong 
surge from NZ fans willing to 
travel to see the team play. 

The NZ Warriors finished the 
season in second place. JB 

SA says hi to Sam
reservaTiOns are now open 

for Crystalbrook Sam, the first 
South Australian property from 
Crystalbrook Collection Hotels & 
Resorts, opening in late Dec. 

Located on Halifax Street in 

close proximity to Adelaide 
Central Market, the 196-
room hotel has a range of 

amenities designed to provide 
a comprehensive SA experience 
without leaving the property. 

Facilities include the main dining 
concept Martines, offering SA 
produce cooked over fire, locally 
sourced oysters and martinis, 
complemented by views of the 

city and Adelaide Hills. 
Cafe Sami, the hotel lobby 

cafe and bar, seamlessly shifts 
between morning coffee, 
afternoon wine and evening 
drinks, with a library nook for 

those wanting alone time. 
Meanwhile, Eleme Day Spa 

offers massages, facials and 
restorative treatments alongside 
a pool, sauna and gym. JB

Ritz yachts occupancy drop
Ritz-caRlton Yacht Collection 

has reported a drop in occupancy 

despite strong growth in bookings 

and average daily rates, with the 

luxury cruise line recording 51% 
of ships filled in Q2 2026, down 
from 57% a year earlier.

Ritz Carlton flagged the addition 
of Luminara to its fleet as driving 
the increase in capacity. 

Returning guests accounted for 
around 22% of passengers during 
the quarter.

The result comes as available 

passenger cruise days rose by 

50% to 102,000, while passenger 
cruise days increased 33% to 
51,566, reflecting the additional 
capacity available across the fleet.

Rather than discounting to 
fill cabins, Ritz-Carlton Yacht 
Collection has increased its 
average daily rate per passenger 

by 7% to US$1,993 (A$2,768). 
The year-to-date rate also rose 

by 14% to US$1,840 (A$2,556).
Q2 bookings climbed by 35% 

while year-to-date bookings 

reaching a record US$237 million 
(A$329 million), a 46% increase 
on the same period last year.

A spokesperson for the brand 
told Travel Daily in Jun that a 

A$420 million capital injection 
would allow the business to 

pursue its expansion ambitions 
while keeping operations agile 
(TD 04 Jun 2026). ZH
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FOR A CONFIDENTIAL DISCUSSION, CONTACT JESS 

ERNST AT JESS.ERNST@CONNECTIONSTRAVEL.COM.AU

OWN THE FUTURE OF AIRLINE RETAILING

We’re looking for a commercially minded Product Owner, Air Retailing 
& Distribution to lead the strategy, governance and optimisation of our 
Sabre Agency Retailer platform.

This is a rare opportunity to shape how airline content is priced, 

presented, distributed and monetised across one of Australia’s largest 
independently owned travel management and events groups.

You’ll:
• Own the Sabre Agency Retailer strategy and roadmap
• Drive airline retailing, NDC and distribution initiatives
• Identify opportunities to improve margin and generate new revenue
• Deliver smarter content and retailing experiences for consultants and 
travellers

Reporting to the Head of Supplier Relations, you’ll combine product 
ownership, airline distribution expertise, commercial strategy and data-
driven decision making to deliver measurable business outcomes.

APPLY VIA SEEK
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Discover Italy  

with Travel Daily  
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Click here to  

discover more

Celestyal for kids 
ceLesTyaL has launched a 

dedicated kids’ club program 

on board Celestyal Journey and 

Celestyal Discovery, offering 
activities for children aged 
between three and 16. 

The program is divided into four 

age groups: Little Sailors for ages 
three to five, Junior Explorers for 
ages six to nine, Young Voyages 
for ages 10 to 12 and Teenagers 

for ages 13 to 16. 

Activity itineraries vary by 
sailing and age group, with some 

of the highlights include arts and 

crafts, board games, treasure 
hunts, sports and mini discos. 

Guests on board Celestyal 

Journey can find the Kids’ Zone 
on Deck 12, while those on board 

Celestyal Discovery can find the 
Kids’ Club on Deck 10. 

Children aged four and under 
must be accompanied by a 

parent or guardian throughout 

scheduled sessions. JB

Oneworld jetlag app
onewoRld alliance has 

partnered with the Timeshifter 
app to help travellers better curb 
the effects of jetlag. 

All Round the World trips 
booked on oneworld.com will 

receive a free subscription to the 
app for the duration of their trip. 

Timeshifter is based on the 
latest circadian science, and 

advice is personalised to each 

customer’s flight itinerary, typical 
sleep pattern, chronotype and 
personal preferences. ZH

Uber-style Cooks app
sMarTie, a tech platform 

developed in Rarotonga, has built 
its own answer to Uber with the 

launch of Smartie Rides.
The new Cook Islands service 

allows visitors to request and 

book a ride directly through 

the Smartie app, with the aim 
of minimising the cost and 

inconvenience of getÝng around 
the island. 

“There is a real gap between 

what people have become 

used to overseas and what has 

traditionally been available here,” 
Smartie founder and CEO Brett 
Baudinet said. 

“Smartie Rides gives people 
the kind of technology and 

convenience they now expect 

internationally, while keeping the 
platform, the opportunity and 
much of the economic benefit 
local,” he added. JM

Goodwin joins the team

neW Farm Travel, a Brisbane-

based Helloworld afÏliate 
member, has welcomed Kylie 

Goodwin (pictured) as its new 

team leader.

Goodwin joins from Helloworld 

Travel Mackay, where she 

spent several years as an agent,  

working alongside a close team. 

“One of the things I love most 
about being a travel advisor is 

being able to offer clients more 
than just a standard itinerary,” 
Goodwin said. 

“I love finding those special 
experiences that take people 

beyond the usual tourist path and 

help them truly connect with a 

destination,” she added. 
Speaking on her new role at New 

Farm Travel, Goodwin said she 

is looking forward to challenging 

herself in a new environment and 

further developing her career. 

“I want to be a warm and 

approachable leader who listens, 

supports the team and celebrates 

the wins - both big and small.

“For me, a great team is one 

that works hard, supports each 

other, celebrates together and 

enjoys coming to work.” JB

instead of becoming scrap 

metal, the last Airbus A340-
300 in the SWISS fleet will 
become a fixture at the Swiss 
Museum of Transport in 

Lucerne once it reaches the 

end of its operational life. 
SWISS plans to donate 

the plane to the museum 

in early 2028, where it will 
be permanently displayed 

as a symbol of Switzerland’s 
international connectivity and 
aviation history - but first, it 
has the momentous task of 

transporting it there.
GetÝng the A340-300 from 

Zurich Airport to the grounds 
of the museum will require 

detailed feasibility studies, 

specialised transport solutions, 
structural modifications 
and close coordination with 
relevant authorities.

Window

Seat
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LEARN MORE
*T&CS APPLY

LIMITED TIME ONLY

BONUS  HOTEL NIGHT 
VALUED UP TO $600PP

* ON NORTH AMERICA TOURS

Harbour checks in

hOng Kong hotel group 

Harbour Plaza Hotels & 
Resorts has rolled out self-
service kiosks at all 11 of its 

properties, allowing guests  
to enjoy instant check-

in, check-out, room key 

encoding, and secure identity 
verification through advance 
document scanners. 

Transactions can be 
processed in English, 

Japanese, and traditional and 
simplified Chinese, making 
the service accessible to all.

Shangri-La serves up global festival of flavours 
Foodies will enjoy the 

upcoming ‘Taste of Shangri-La’ 

festival across several of the 
luxury hotel group’s properties.

From 01 to 13 Oct, guests 
will enjoy specially curated 

menus across 11 hotels and 

25 restaurants in destinations 
such as London, Paris, Istanbul, 
Shanghai, and beyond. 

For example, guests will 

indulge in Cantonese cuisine 
in Dubai, contemporary British 
Asian fusion in London, and 
Italian flavours in Toronto.

“From timeless culinary 
traditions to bold contemporary 
creations, each menu has 
been thoughtfully crafted to 
showcase the essence of its 

destination, inviting you to 
savour a new experience with 

every visit,” said the brand. JHM

riverside roLLs out active trips
RiveRside Luxury Cruises 

has released three new 2027 

cycling cruises along the Danube, 

combining sailings onboard 

Riverside Mozart with the 

opportunity to ride up to 650km 
of the Danube Cycle Path. 

On offer is a trip from Passau 
to Vienna from 22 Jul-29 Jul, 

followed by another sailing 

between Vienna and Budapest 

from 29 Jul-05 Aug.
Travellers can book both 

itineraries for a 14-night voyage 
between Passau and Budapest 
from 22 Jul-05 Aug 2027.

Each day, guests will ride a 

portion of the Danube Cycle Path, 
ranging from 29 to 100km, with 

the ship waiting for guests at the 
end point.

Following the road through 

the Wachau Valley, they will 

tackle the Schlogen Loop and 

ride though the Danube Bend 

towards Visegrad, while enjoying 

spectacular views of vineyards 

and villages along the way. 

Guests can either bring their 

own bike or borrow an e-bike 

aboard Riverside Mozart. 

Each trip is flexible, allowing 
guests to choose how far they 

ride each day. 

If a cyclist starts a ride and 

decides not to continue, a 
support vehicle can pick them up 

and take them to the next port. 

Passengers who choose not 
to ride can enjoy a range of 

Riverside Choice excursions or 
enjoy the ship’s facilities including 
saunas, steam rooms, treatment 

rooms and swimming pools. JB

aMaaLa unveiled

Red Sea Global has 

announced the opening of 

the second Equinox Resort 
AMAALA, located in Triple 
Bay on the northwestern 

coast of Saudi Arabia.
With a focus on health and 

wellbeing, the property’s 

guest rooms will feature 

circadian lighting to support 
the body’s internal clock, 

precision climate control to 

encourage rest and advanced 

acoustic isolation designed to 
minimise sleep disruption.

Equinox Resort AMAALA 
will also offer a 704m2 

wellness space, outdoor 

pools and four dining venues 

with a “healthy-luxury 

philosophy”, said the brand.

 “Equinox has built a 

global reputation around 
high-performance living, 

and bringing that expertise 
to AMAALA reinforces 
our ambition to create 
a destination where 
wellness, sport and luxury 

come together in a truly 

differentiated way,” John 
Pagano, Group CEO of Red 
Sea Global said. JHM
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Regent Hong Kong is inviting guests to 

celebrate National Day on 01 Oct with a 

fireworks show on Victoria Harbour. Guests 
can enjoy the display from either a 

Harbourview Suite or Premium 
Harbourview Room, offering uninterrupted 

views across the water. During their stay, guests can also eat at the 
Michelin-starred Lei Ching Heen restaurant, offering a six-course 
National Day dinner, priced from HK$3,388 ($599) per adult. 

The St. Regis Singapore has unveiled its 

revamped Presidential Suite, curated by 
design firm FBEYE International. Inspired 
by the Singapore Botanic Gardens, the 
335m2 residence acts as a private sanctuary, 
offering a range of spaces for 

entertainment, relaxation and productivity. Its interiors feature a 
palette of soft blues and ivory hues, alongside layered textures and 
custom architectural details. 

Art of Animation Resort in Walt Disney 

World is set to undergo a refurbishment, 
set to begin mid-Jun 2027 and run through 

to Oct 2028. So the resort can remain 
open, the refurbishment will focus on one 
themed section at a time. Along with 

refreshed aesthetics, Disney also plans to improve guest room 
amenities such as complimentary bed bumpers for young children, 
stepstools and USB outlets. 

METT Singapore is commemorating 100 

years of its heritage-listed building with the 

launch of 100 Years of Stories, a month-long 
program celebrating the history and 

cultural connection of Fort Canning Park. 
There will be a series of activations across 

the month such as heritage-inspired cocktails at Canning Bar & Lounge 
and a fitness challenge by Madison House at the Fort.

WestJet Vacations’ Azura Beach Resort 

Samara in Costa Rica is preparing to reopen 
following a renovation, introducing 56 new 
guest rooms. The beachfront resort offers a 
more secluded area in the Samara area of 
Guanacaste. Guests can enjoy a variety of 

dining experiences while also using the property as a home base for 
exploring the region. 

Unveiling Vanuatu
vanuaTu Tourism OfÏce 

(VTO) has launched its newest 
consumer marketing campaign, 
showing Aussies the stories 
behind the Ni-Vanuatu people. 

Titled Vanuatu Unconvered, the 

campaign captures traditions, 
customs and sounds which the 

Ni-Vanuatu people experience 
each day, designed to give 

Aussies a deeper understanding 
of the place they are visiting. 

Live across social media 

between now and 21 Nov, the 
campaign will roll out in five 
episodes, each focusing on a 

different aspect of Ni-Vanuatu 
culture, filmed across Port Vila, 
Espiritu Santo, Efate and Tanna. 

It complements VTO’s Answer 
the Call of Vanuatu branding (TD 

23 Aug 2019), highlighting the 
expansive adventure offerings the 
Pacific nation provides. JB

Russian airspace issues

uKrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy has warned 
airlines to avoid flying through 
Russian airspace, as Ukraine 
prepares to increase drone strikes 

on its neighbour. 

In a recent address, Zelenskiy 
said that Ukraine has no intention 
of targeting civil aviation, but 
blamed Russia for making its own 
airspace unsafe. 

Zelenskiy has also made 
a formal request to the 

International Civil Aviation 
Organization to close Russian 
airspace to commercial aircraft. 

Since the announcement, 

Moscow’s Sheremetyevo Airport 
had recorded 21 cancellations 
and 235 delays, while Vnukovo 
had 22 cancellations and 94 
delays, as cited by Reuters.

However, the Russian Govt 

said it was working to ensure 

that there are no significant 
disruptions to air activity.

Key carriers which operate 

in Russian airspace include 
Emirates, Etihad, Qatar Airways, 
Turkish Airlines, China Southern, 
China Eastern and Air India. JB

Making marks in MEL
airBnB has reported an 

increase in Melbourne bookings 

around major sporting events. 
In light of the NFL Melbourne 

Game, search interest from US 

travellers for stays between 08-14 
Sep has seen a 250% YoY rise, 
with interest from Aussie fans 
seeing a 75% jump. JB
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Tempting Tahiti
Five archipelagos, two ships, one tempting o�er!

Your clients receive:  
$1,000/€1,000 shipboard credit

on all 2026 & 2027 sailings*

 

You receive:  
One AU$200 gift card 

for each booked passenger!*

*US$1,000 (Paul Gauguin) and EUR1,000 (PONANT) shipboard credit o�ers are based on double occupancy and valid for new bookings only, made between 1 September and 31 October 2026 (US$500 / EUR500 for single use of 
cabin); o�ers are combinable with Bonus/Early Booking Savings, PONANT Yacht Club Savings, Consortia Amenity Programs, Onboard Savings, Referral o�er and roadshow special o�er, but not combinable with free or reduced solo 

supplement or any other o�er. Paul Gauguin o�er valid on all 2026 & 2027 departures; PONANT o�er valid on Le Jacques Cartier French Polynesia 2026 & 2027 select cruises only. Full terms and conditions available at au.ponant.com/
tempting-tahiti-2026. Travel agents earn a $200 gi� card for every guest booked and deposited on the Tempting Tahiti o�er between 1 September and 31 October 2026, dispatched by 30 November 2026 a�er validation. 

TRAVEL AGENT

INCENTIVE

1300 737 178  |  au.ponant.com  |  reservations.aus@ponant.com
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destination 

spotlight

Website: www.france.fr

#explorefrance

Bonjour and welcome to the 2026 
France Online Showcase!

save the date for thursday 17 
september at 4:00pm aest as 

Atout France presents the 2026 

France online showcase, an 

inspiring webinar tailored for travel 

professionals across Australia and 
New Zealand.

REGISTER HERE and this 

60-minute online showcase will 

take you on a journey through 

some of France’s most exciting 
destinations and experiences!

Travel along the spectacular 

Côte d’Azur and discover the 

Mediterranean charm of Nice Côte 
d’Azur, and Antibes Juan-les-Pins, 

where picturesque villages, sandy 

beaches, rich cultural heritage 

and spectacular landscapes come 

together. Continue your journey to 
Marseille, a vibrant and creative 
Mediterranean city where history, 

gastronomy and natural beauty 

meet.

The showcase will also take 

you beyond the destinations. 
Discover bespoke luxury travel 

and hidden gems with luxury DMC 
Trip My France. Learn about the 

characterful stays with Compagnie 
Hôtelière de Bagatelle. And, stay 
updated with high-speed rail 

travel across Europe with Eurostar 

International.
For those seeking a little extra 

magic, discover the timeless 

appeal of Disneyland® Paris, 

where imagination, adventure and 
unforgettable memories await 
visitors of all ages.

Win a le creuset  

casserole 
 

One lucky attendee will also 
have the chance to win a Le 

Creuset Cast Iron Round Cas-
serole 24 cm, valued at $675. 
The perfect addition to any 
kitchen, it’s a prize that will 
bring a little taste of France 

into your home.

©NimeCity
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